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LECTURES ON THE SHORTER CATE- 
CHISM OF THE WESTMINSTER AS- 
SEMBLY OF DIVINES—ADDRESSED 
TO YOUTH. 


LECTURE XLVITI. 


2. Of Parents and Children. The 
duties of parents to their children 
commence as soon as children are 
born. They are to be viewed as 
the gift of God; and the first duty 
is to dedicate, or give them back 
again, to the great Author of their 
being. ‘This should be done in pray- 
er, and many a fervent aspiration 
of the heart, even before they are 
formally set apart as the Lord’s 
property, in the sacrament of bap- 
tism, which has been mercifully or- 
dained for this purpose. 

The first years of children are, 
or ought to be, chiefly spent in the 
presence and under the care of 
their mothers. The mother who 
trusts her tender offspring entirely 
or chiefly to the charge of a servant, 
or hireling, unless compelled by ab- 
solute necessity, acts a most unna- 
tural and inhuman part; and has no 
cause to wonder or complain, if the 
most serious and lasting evils are 
the consequence of her unfaithful- 
ness to her sacred trust. On the 
other hand, the happiest effects may 
reasonably be expected, for they 
have often and indeed usually been 
realized, when a prudent and pious 
mother has devoted herself to her 
children, and has suffered no desire 
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of personal ease or gratification, to 
withdraw her from the care, and 
governance, and instruction of her 
precious charge. Nor can I forbear 
to mention, that fathers, as well as 
mothers, will best perform their 
duty, by spending more time in the 
company, instruction, and superin- 
tendence of their children, than is 
commonly seen, even in those who 
are not usually considered as defi- 
cient in this duty—There is no pos- 
sible substitute, or equivalent, for 
parental affection, example, instruc- 
tion and influence. Instances there 
may be, and a few there are, where 
a parent’s part has been happily 
performed, by others than natural 
parents; but this is no real excep- 
tion to the general truth—parental 
influence has still been employed. 
It would surely be considered as a 
waste of words, to spend many, in 
showing that parents ought to love 
their children; and yet there is a 
real defect of a proper manifesta- 
tion of affection for their offspring, 
in those parents who almost wholly 
avoid the company of their children 
in their early years. 

At a very early age, children 
should be imbued with the princi- 
ples of piety; be taught, in lan- 
guage carefully brought down to 
their capacity, to know their Crea- 
tor and Redeemer; to address their 
heavenly Father in prayer and 
praise ; to be reminded of his con- 
stant presence and all-seeing eye; 
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to seek his favour and fear his dis- 
pleasure; to love their Saviour—to 
love him with filial and supreme af- 
fection; and to understand, as fast 
as their opening faculties will per- 
mit, the duty which they owe to 
God, and to all their fellow crea- 
tures. As they advance in years, 
their duty, both to God and man, 
should be still more fully explained 
and inculcated, till eventually they 
are thoroughly indoctrinated in the 
Christian system. 

I cannot pretend to delineate at 
large the most proper course of ge- 
neral instruction for children—it 
must of necessity be more or less 
limited and modified, by the cir- 
cumstances and capacities of pa- 
rents. Yet I will cursorily men- 
tion a few particulars of impor- 
tance, which are of general con- 
cern. The first is, that it should be 
a distinct object of attention with 
all parents, to endeavour to correct 
and improve the hearts of their chil- 
dren—their temper, dispositions, 
and desires—as much as to culti- 
vate their understandings, or intel- 
lectual powers. Another important 
point is, to accustom them early to 
a reverence for every thing sacred 
—for the name, the word, and the 
worship of God; and to let them 
see that their practical regard to 
the divine commandments, will in- 
sure to them the greatest share in 
their parents’ affections. ‘The op- 
posite of this is also of great mo- 
ment; that is, to teach children 
practically, that sins immediately 
against God are the greatest of all, 
and those of consequence which 
will be most distinctly and empha- 
tically marked by parental displea- 
sure. Another point of importance 
is to instruct, as much as possible, 
by examples—by setting before 
them instances, or narratives, of 
the happy effects of piety and vir- 
tue, and the ruinous consequences 
of disobedience, vice and wicked- 
ness. Again. It is very important, 
both in giving reproof and in en- 
deavouring to impress important 
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truths and principles, to watch for, 
and improve, the most favourable 
opportunities or seasons for doing 
it. In one kind of humour, or con- 
juncture of circumstances, a lesson 
of instruction may deeply and last- 
ingly affect the mind of a child, 
which at other times would pass 
by him like the idle wind. Once 
more. Children should never be 
deceived. No advantage, but the 
most lasting injury, results from 
every species of deception, used 
with children. After being once 
or twice cheated, they believe no- 
thing that is told them, and suspect 
where there is no ground for suspi- 
cion. On the contrary, if they are 
never deceived, they never disbe- 
lieve or distrust; and also learn to 
avoid all falsehood for themselves. 
Let parents, when necessary, use 
their authority, but never speak 
falsely to a child; although it may 
sometimes be proper to use con- 
cealment. Finally—Great care 
should be taken that all the good 
effects of parental instruction be 
not counteracted and lost, by the bad 
advice or suggestions of those with 
whom children associate. Unprin- 
cipled servants, or vicious compa- 
nions, may undo in an hour, what 
has required months to teach and 
inculcate. ‘To this I must not omit 
to add, that in putting children toa 
place of education, or to learn a 
trade or profession, the moral and 
religious principles and character 
of teachers and masters, ought to be 
especially regarded. If the princi- 
ples of infidelity are cherished, or 
even disregarded, in a seminary of 
learning, the pupils of that semi- 
nary will generally be infidels: and 
I have hardly known an instance, 
in which a youth, placed under the 
care of an infidel lawyer, a physi- 
cian, or a mechanick of whatever 
kind, who did not imbibe the senti- 
ments of his teacher or master—Let 
all Christian parents pay a sacred 
regard to these considerations. 
The personal example which pa- 
rents set before their children is of 
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the utmost moment—It is an old 
and just maxim, that example teach- 
es more than precept. This is peculi- 
arly true in regard to the example of 
parents, to whom children are ac- 
customed to look up with reverence 
and affection, as patterns of all that 
is right and praiseworthy: and if 
the practice of parents is at war, 
or in any degree inconsistent, with 
their precepts, the latter will stand 
for little or nothing. It is from 
what parents do, a hundred fold 
more than from what they say, that 
their children receive a practical 
influence. ‘They always interpret 
the meaning of their parents’ words 
by their parents’ actions: and if 
they are even told to do otherwise, 
they commonly think the command 
is insincere or unreasonable, and 
disregard it altogether. In every 
thing therefore—in all that relates 
to religion, to morals, to family or- 
der, to temper, to good manners, 
and to activity and industry—let 
parents remember, that their exam- 
ple is likely to make the most pow- 
erful and lasting impression on 
their children. Under the recol- 
lection of the solemn responsibility 
which this circumstance imposes, 
let parents be careful of all that 
they say or do in the presence of 
their offspring. 

The right government of their 
children, is among the most import- 
ant duties of parents. This ought 
to commence at a much earlier pe- 
riod, than is commonly thought to 
be proper. Children know well the 
import of looks, tones, and actions, 
long before they understand the 
meaning of words. At the age of 
nine months, and even earlier, a 
child will apprehend, from looks 
and gestures, what the parent ap- 
proves and disapproves; and as soon 
as he is capable of this, his govern- 
ment should commence, and should 
be enforced by suitable expressions 
of displeasure on the one hand, and 
of approval on the other. Nor is 
any mistake greater, than that 
which consists in thinking that this 


is a hard or cruel system—If right- 
ly managed, it is the kindest system 
of all. It will often, and even usu- 
ally, render unnecessary any severe 
correction, for years after the child 
is acquainted with the meaning of 
verbal commands and prohibitions ; 
and will, withal, prevent omg an 
hour of great suffering, from fret- 
fulness and ill humour. On the 
other hand, if a child is not taught 
obedience till he is two or three 
years of age, he will have endured 
much misery, from wayward fan- 
cies and tempers that could not be 
gratified, and must then commonly 
suffer some severe chastisement, 
to bring him under subjection; 
or else be left to take his own 
course for the remainder of life. 
But the parent who yields to the 
latter part of this alternative, sins 
grievously, both against God and 
against his child. It is a part of 
infidel philosophy, standing in di- 
rect opposition to the doctrine of 
the Bible, that children can gene- 
rally be governed entirely by rea- 
son and persuasion, without correc- 
tion and control. We readily grant 
that reason and persuasion are to 
be fully and assiduously used, as 
soon as they can be understood ; 
and that the more efficient they can 
be rendered, so as to prevent the 
necessity of coercion by other 
means, the better. But we insist, 
that government ought to com- 
mence long before they can be used 
at all, and that in ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred, all experience 
shows, that reason and persuasion 
alone are not sufficient, to restrain 
the indulgence of the evil feelings, 
dispositions, propensities and pas- 
sions of children. Ifa child, after 
he understands language, can be 
properly governed by appeals to 
his reason and sense of duty, far be 
it from us to say, that he should 
ever feel the rod; and we think 
that where such instances occur in 
fact, they are most likely to be 
found among children who have 
been subjected to the early disci- 
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pline which has already been re- 
commended. But the fact is, that 
all such instances are only excep- 
tions toa very general rule. Hence 
the divine declarations and injunc- 
tions, delivered by the wisest of 
men—*“*He that spareth his rod, 
hateth his son; but he that loveth 
him chasteneth him betimes—Chas- 
ten thy son while there is hope, and 
let not thy soul spare for his crying 
—Foolishness is bound in the heart 
of a child; but the rod of correction 
shall drive it far from him—With- 
hold not correction from the child; 
for if thou beatest him with the rod 
he shall not die. ‘Thou shalt beat 
him with the rod, and shalt deliver 
his soul from hell—The rod and re- 
proof giveth wisdom; but a child 
left tu himself bringeth his mother 
to shame.” Here are the instruc- 
tions and precepts of unerring wis- 
dom, which are not to be set aside 
by the false reasonings, or reluctant 
inclinations, of fallible and corrupt- 
ed human nature. Yet in comply- 
ing with these inspired prescrip- 
tions, we not only admit, but ear- 
nestly inculcate, the importance of 
uniting with firmness and perse- 
verance, the greatest degree of ten- 
derness and prudence. The utmost 
care is to be taken, to impress the 
child with the conviction that the 
parent has no pleasure, but very 
sensible pain, in the infliction of 
chastisement. Many foibles and 
follies are to be met, with verbal re- 
mark and remonstrance only, and 
some should even be past without 
notice. ‘The child is not to be per- 
petually teazed and worried with 
fault-finding. He should know what 
he is to expect, and great indul- 
gence, and kindness, and allowance 
for vouthful feelings, should con- 
stantly be manifested. ‘Tokens of 
approbation and expressions of en- 
dearment, should be discreetly, but 
not lavishly bestowed, on well do- 
ing. Sometimes, when chastisement 
has been merited and is fully ex- 
pected, the child should be sur- 
prised with an act of free forgive- 
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ness, accompanied with an appeal 
of the tenderest kind, to all the ge- 
nerous feelings of his nature, and 
his sense of filial duty. Stripes 
should never be inflicted, while a 
particle of anger is felt by the pa- 
rent. It is a vain pretence which 
some parents set up, that they can- 
not correct unless they are angry. 
If they were duly sensible of the 
important truth, that in correcting 
their children they should always 
expect, and be willing to feel, as 
much pain as they inflict, they 
would not find it impracticable to 
do their duty. Blows inflicted in 
anger gratify a passion, and no 
gratification, but great self-denial, 
ought ever to be felt in this busi- 
ness. When the rod is to be used, 
it should generally be preceded by 
the tenderest remonstrance; and if 
tears accompany the remonstrance, 
on the parent’s part as well as on 
that of the child, so much the better. 
If to all this be added a short and 
affecting prayer, that the correction 
to be given may be sanctified to the 
child—a practice which I know has 
been adopted by some Christian pa- 
rents—there will be no danger that 
filial affection will be destroyed by 
the use of the rod. Nay, it will be 
greatly increased, although for the 
moment resentment may be felt— 
It will create a deep reverence for 
the parent, highly favourable to the 
strongest foe most lasting affec- 
tion; for it does not belong to hu- 
man nature to continue to love that 
which we despise—a truth which 
careless and vicious parents would 
do well to consider and regard. 
The object to be aimed at, in the 
government of children in ‘their 
early years, is to bring them to an 
unqualified submission, and as far as 
possible a cheerful obedience, to the 
will of the parent; nor should cor- 
rection, in any particular instance, 
be discontinued till this is effected ; 
nor the system be relaxed which is 
calculated to produce submission 
as a habit, till the habit is thorough- 
ly formed and fixed: And so far 
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will this be from rendering a child 
base-spirited, as some have foolishly 
supposed, that it will imbue him 
with some of the most useful prin- 
ciples and feelings, that he can pos- 
sess in after life. 

Having mentioned that children 
should sometimes be surprised by 
acts of forgiveness, I feel constrain- 
ed to add, that in doing it, regard 
should be had to the nature of the 
offence to be forgiven. I would 
say, for example, that if a child 
had, by a very criminal inattention, 
caused his parent the loss of pro- 
perty, or the incurring of a personal 
mishap or injury, [ would, in cer- 
tain circumstances, freely forgive 
him, after a suitable remonstrance; 
while lying, gross profaneness, de- 
liberate fraud, and direct or palpa- 
ble disobedience, I would seldom, 
if ever, pass without severe chas- 
tisement. 

There can be nothing like proper 
discipline in a family, where a child 
can appeal, or fly for refuge, from one 
parent to the other. There ought to 
be the most perfect concert between 
fathers and mothers, in regard to 
their children, in reference to this 
subject; and so far from inter- 
fering, when correction is to be ad- 
ministered, they ought invariably 
to sustain and support each other. 
Children should be earefully im- 
pressed with the idea, that disobe- 
dience to either parent is equally 
criminal. It has been justly re- 
marked, that to show that equal ho- 
nour and regard is due from chil- 
dren to their mother, as to their 
father, and to prevent any differ- 
ence of esteem, reverence and obe- 
dience, there is one text of scrip- 
ture, in which the mother is men- 
tioned before the father—Lev. xix. 
3. “Ye shall fear every man his 
mother and his father.” 

In our last lecture, it was stated 
from the constitution of our church, 
“ that parents ought neither to com- 
pel their children to marry contrary 
to their inclination, nor deny their 
consent without just and important 


reasons.” Little needs to be added 
to this excellent general rule. The 
mercenary or: convenient matches, 
as they are sometimes called, which 
some parents plan for their chil- 
dren, and insist on carrying into 
effect, are both cruel and wicked— 
Cruel because they are calculated 
to destroy for life the happiness of 
their offspring, and wicked because 
they urge to nothing better than a 
legal prostitution, and very often 
lead to that also which is confessed- 
ly illegal and adulterous. On the 
other ek it must be admitted 
that there may be a disposition in 
children to contract a marriage, to 
which parents ought never to yield 
their consent; and which, during 
the nonage of a child, should be ab- 
solutely prohibited. But every case 
of this kind should be one that is 
clearly and strongly marked— 
Much should be conceded to deep 
affection already contracted; and 
active opposition may sometimes be 
forborne, where positive assent is 
perseveringly denied. Yet perse- 
veringly to refuse forgiveness and 
reconciliation, to a child who has 
in this matter erred, however griev- 
ously, is always contrary to Chris- 
tian duty. 

It is the duty of parents to make 
a suitable provision for their off- 
spring. ‘To this they are in most 
cases sufficiently disposed—Paren- 
tal drunkards, gamblers, spend- 
thrifts, and idlers, who beggar their 
families, to gratify their own vicious 
appetites, or criminal propensities, 
are human monsters—more unnatu- 
ral than even the brute beasts. Pa- 
rents who have to earn a living 
for themselves and their families, 
should certainly feel an obligation to 
be industrious, frugal, and economi- 
cal, that those whodepend upon them 
a live comfortably for the present, 
and that they may provide for their 
own old age or sickness, and at 
death leave something to their des- 
cendants. The apostle not only 
declares that “if any provide not 
for his own, and specially for those 
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of his own house, he hath denied 
the faith, and is worse than an infi- 
del,” but he also states it as a duty, 
that parents should “lay up for 
their children.”? ‘This disposition, 
however, it should be remarked, is 
much more frequently seen to be 
excessive than defective. ‘Those 
pareats do not leave the best inhe- 
ritance to their children, who give 
nothing, or very little, to charitable 
designs, but parsimoniously trea- 
sure up every thing for those who 
are to come after them; and who, 
in such cases, are often observed to 
scatter and waste the hoards of ava- 
rice, much faster than their progeni- 
tors gathered them. Those who pos- 
sess an abundance, whether as the 
fruit of their own industry and pru- 
dence, or as an inheritance scl 
their relatives or friends, have cer- 
tainly a right to make a liberal pro- 
vision for their families. But they 
often mistake in estimating what 
such a provision is; and still oftener 
forget, that in all they possess they 
are but the holders of God’s bounty, 
and ought to regard themselves as 
his stewards. If parents would 
fally sustain their Christian charac- 
ter and profession, they should 
leave no more to their children than 
that very amount which, on the best 
observation they can make, they con- 
scientiously believe is most likely 
to render their successors, at once 
the most happy in themselves, and 
the most useful to the community— 
all beyond this, whether it be more 
or less, they should bestow, or be- 
queath, to benevolent or pious de- 
signs or institutions. 

Finall y—It is the duty of parents 
to pray for their children, till the 
season for prayer is closed, either 
by their own death, or that of their 
offspring. ‘There is much reason to 
fear and to believe, that the chil- 
dren of truly pious persons often re- 
main in an unconverted state, be- 
cause parental prayer for their re- 
novation has not been offered, with 
that frequency and fervency which 
would have insured a favourable an- 
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swer. “It is impossible that the 
child of so many prayers and tears 
should perish”—said Basil to the 
weeping Monica, the mother of St. 
Augustine, while he was yet a Mani- 
chean, and an abandoned profligate. 
No day of life should pass, in which 
fathers and mothers, not only unit- 
edly in the family, but separately in 
secret, should bring their dear off- 
spring before the throne of grace, 
and with all the earnestness and 
importunity of a spirit breaking 
with desire to obtain the object 
sought, pray that the saving grace 
of God may be imparted to each of 
them respectively. Seasons should 
likewise be set apart to pray with 
their children, without the presence 
of any other individuals; and sea- 
sons also of fasting and prayer, 
should be snntved by parents, 
sometimes conjointly, and some- 
times separately, to plead with their 
covenant keeping God, that those 
whom they have Joveted to him in 
covenant, may be “delivered from 
the power of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of his dear Son.” 
Who can doubt of the happy result 
of such a procedure as thist Would 
it not lay a just foundation for 
the hope of parents, that a direct 
answer, in God’s good time, would 
be granted to their prayers—a hope 
that He with whom is the residue of 
the Spirit, would assuredly impart 
his transforming influence to their 
dear offspring? Would it not also 
have a natural influence to make 
them careful and conscientious, in 
the discharge of every particular 
duty which they owe to their chil- 
dren? Beyond a question, these 
consequences would as certainly 


follow, as that any cause will pro- . 


duce its appropriate effect. 

We nowcome to consider the du- 
ties which children owe to their pa- 
rents—duties which are plainly 
founded in the law of nature, since, 
under God, children derive their 
very being from their parents ; which 
is the source of love and attach- 
ment even in the inferior animals. 
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Hence the apostle says of obedience 
to parents, “ this is right;” that is, 
manifestly equitable and reasona- 
ble; and he elsewhere aflirms, that 
it is well pleasing in the sight of God. 

Filial is not less obligatory than 
parental duty. “ To the disgrace of 
human nature it is often observed, 
that parental affection is much 
stronger than filial duty. We must 
indeed acknowledge the wisdom of 
Providence, in making the instinc- 
tive impulse stronger in parents to- 
ward their children, than in chil- 
dren toward their parents; because 
the first is more necessary than the 
other to the publick good; yet when 
we consider both as improved into 
a virtuous disposition, by reason 
and a sense of duty, there seems to 
be every whit as much baseness in 
filial ingratitude as in want of natu- 
ral affection.’* 

As the duties of children to their 
parents are correlative, or corres- 
pondent to those which their pa- 
rents owe to them, the former class 
may at once be ascertained, by a 
careful attention to the latter. Thus 
it is plain, that if it be the duty of 
parents to love their children, to in- 
struct them, to correct and govern 
them, to set before them a good ex- 
ample, to provide and to pray for 
them; then it must evidently be the 
correspondent duty of children, to 
make a return of affection to their 
parents, cheerfully to receive in- 
struction, readily to submit to cor- 
rection and government, to imitate 
the good examples which they wit- 
ness, to be careful not to waste the 
property of their parents, to join in 
their prayers, and to pray earnestly 
for themselves— Without following 
the exact order of this general state- 
ment, and not to leave so important 
apart of our subject without some 
enlargement, I will give you a brief 
view of the duty of children to their 

arents, under a number of particu- 
ars. 

1, Although children are to obey 
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God rather than man, as heretofore 
shown, and therefore must not vio- 
late any plain law or duty enjoined 
by divine authority, even if such 
violation is required by a parent, 
yet this will not destroy the obliga- 
tion to obey the same parent, in 
every thing which is lawful. Nay, 
in every such case, the conscienti- 
ous child should be peculiarly care- 
ful, to show that his love to his pa- 
rent has not been destroyed or di- 
minished, and that in every lawful 
thing, his obedience shall be most 
prompt, exact, and dutiful. Hence 
{ observe— 

2. It is a sacred duty of children, 
not unnecessarily to grieve and dis- 
tress their parents; but, on the con- 
trary, to do all in their power to 
give them satisfaction and pleasure. 
Nothing more than this marks a 
truly generous, amiable, and genu- 
ine filial spirit. The child who is 
careless of the pain, anxiety, loss, 
or inconvenience, which he ma 
cause to a parent, is chargeable wit 
great guilt and base ingratitude. In 
what language, then, shall we speak 
of the son, or daughter, whose vi- 
cious or infamous conduct covers a 
family with shame, and breaks a fa- 
ther’s or a mother’s heart! 

8. As the opposite of what has 
just been said, it is the duty of chil- 
dren to cherish a warm affection, 
and a high esteem, respect, and re- 
verence'for their parents; to regard 
their infirmities and weaknesses 
with the greatest tenderness, and 
to do all that they lawfully may, to 
cast a veil over even their faults and 
vices. The account we have of the 
conduct of the sons and grandson 
of Noah, when he had been over- 
taken by drunkenness, was doubt- 
less “written for our learning.” 
Read attentively, my young friends, 
the whole of the sacred record, in 
Gen. ix. 20—27, and remember that 
the blessing and cursing there men- 
tioned were certainly by divine dic- 
tation. If they had been merely the 
effusion of parental feeling, there had 
never been such a remarkable ful- 
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filment, as there certainly has been, 
of what was uttered by Noah on 
that occasion. Nothing, I cannot 
forbear to observe, in the whole 
book of God, is marked with more 
fearful denunciations, than gross in- 
dignities offered by children to their 
parents. “ The eye that mocketh 
at his father, and despiseth to obey 
his mother, the ravens of the valley 
shall pick it out, and the young 
eagles shall eatit.”” And “ disobe- 
dience to parents” is ranked by the 
apostle Paul, (Rom. i. 30,) among 
the most shocking and detestable 
vices, which depraved man has ever 
exhibited, even in the heathen 
world. When parents are noto- 
riously and habitually vicious, the 
part which pious or prudent chil- 
dren are called to act, is truly diffi- 
cult. Silence in regard to their 
vices, as far as practicable, and 
much and earnest prayer for their 
reformation and conversion, are the 
duties then to be performed. On 
the other hand, when children are 
blessed with worthy parents, their 
characters are to be promptly and 
earnestly defended by their off- 
spring, against every slander and 
unjust reproach. 

4. There are many external to- 
kens of respect and of affectionate 
regard, which it is the duty of chil- 
dren to show to their parents. 
“ Thus Solomon, though his charac- 
ter as a king rendered him superior 
to all his subjects, yet he expressed 
a great deal of honour by outward 
gestures to his mother, when she 
went to speak in the behalf of Ado- 
nijah. Tis said that the king rose 
up to meet her, and bowed himself 
unto her, and sat down on his throne, 
and caused a seat to be set for the 
king’s mother, and she sat on his 
right hand.”** Nothing is more luve- 
ly than to observe the sedulous and 
kind attentions, which dutiful chil- 
dren are sometimes seen to show to 
their parents—in watching all their 
wants, waiting upon them when- 
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ever they can afford any aid, and 
showing, by a thousand nameless 
little services, that itis among their 
greatest gratifications, toadd some- 
thing to their parents’ coinfort and 
convenience. A watchful and unre- 
mitted endeavour to relieve and mi- 
tigate the sufferings of a sick pa- 
rent, is among the obvious duties of 
children: and, in a word, they are 
on all occasions bound to render to 
their parents every act of service 
that is lawful in itself, and within 
their power to perform. 

5. Patient submission to just cor- 
rection, in their early years, and to 


just reproof at a more advanced age, 


is an important duty which children 
owe to their parents. An obstinate- 
ly “stubborn and rebellious son” 
was commanded to be judicially 
put to death, under the Mosaick dis- 
pensation.—(Deut. xvi. 18—21.) 
This, doubtless, was intended to be 
peculiar to that dispensation; but it 
serves to show, that the offence is, 
in the eye of God, of a very aggra- 
vated kind. It may be difficult to 
convince children, at the time they 
receive even the most necessary 
chastisement, that it is solely in- 
tended for their good; yet, in after 
life, if they are not lost to all rea- 
son, they seldom fail to be thankful 
to their parents that it was adminis- 
tered ; and this ought to induce them 
to take the reproof which they may 
receive in riper age, with thankful- 
ness also, and improve it for their 
farther amendment and benefit. 

6. If reproof, seasonably given, 
ought to be well received by chil- 
dren, they surely ought to listen to 
advice, and to obey it carefully and 
cheerfully. There is scarcely a 
more unpromising indication in a 
child, than a disregard to parental 
advice. Often, very often, it is fol- 
lowed by the most serious mischiefs, 
and the most bitter regrets—fre- 
quently as unavailing as they are 
bitter. On the contrary, the child 
to whom the advice of a kind and 
judicious parent is an inviolable 
rule of duty and action, is—l had 
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nearly said always—sure of prospe- 
rity and happiness. 

7. “ Children are to express their 
duty to their parents, by a thankful 
acknowledgment of past favours; 
and ascordinnty ought to relieve 
them, if they are able, when their 
indigent circumstances call for it; 
and endeavour to bea staff, comfort, 
and support to them in their old 
age.”’* This is a duty taught in the 
sacred scriptures, both in the Old 
Testament and the New; and it is 
one which it will always be gratify- 
ing for every dutiful child to per- 
form. 

8. It is the duty of children, in 
all ordinary circumstances, to con- 
sult, and endeavour to please their 
parents, when they are about to 
make a marriage engagement. In 
every view that can be taken of the 
subject, this appears to be a reasona- 
ble duty. It is due to the deference 
that should be shown to parents; it 
is important to the child, as a mat- 
ter of prudence; and it is right that 
when a new family connexion is to 
be formed, the heads of that family 
should be consulted, and, if practi- 
cable, gratified. Still, it must be 
admitted that parents may be some- 
times so blinded by prejudice, or 
as utterly unreasonable in their de- 
mands and expectations, or so inca- 
pable by dotage, or natural defect 
of judgment, to form a just opinion, 
that children, when of age to act 
for themselves, will not be bound to 
follow, or even to ask their advice 
—Their lasting happiness is cer- 
tainly not to be sacrificed to pa- 
rental prejudice, caprice, or folly. 
Children must, in such cases, ask 
counsel of God, of their judicious 
friends, and of their own con- 
sciences and hearts, and act as duty, 
thus ascertained, shall appear to di- 
rect. 

My dear youth—In stating the 
duties of parents and children, 
which I have now finished, I have 
been insensibly led into far more 
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detail than I had anticipated. But 
the subject is worthy of detail, and 
of all your attention; for to family 
instruction, family religion, and fa- 
mily government, we must be more 
indebted than to all other causes, 
for whatever is excellent, either in 
the church or in the state. When 
parental and filial duties are disre- 
garded, and in consequence of this 
the families of a community become 
generally corrupt, society 1s poison- 
ed in its very fountain, and every 
stream it sends forth will unavoid- 
ably partake of the deadly conta- 
mination. 


WITHERSPOON ON REGENERATION, 


Wherein the change in Regenera- 
tion doth properly and directly 
consist. 


I have hitherto, by general re- 
marks, endeavoured to caution the 
reader against taking up with erro- 
neous and defective views of the na- 
ture of religion. We now proceed 
a step farther: and I would willing- 
ly point out, in as distinct a man- 
ner as I am able, what is the chan 
which is wrought in all, without ex- 
ception, who are the real children 
of God, by whatever means it is 
brought about; what it is in the 
temper and disposition, in the life 
and practice, which constitutes the 
difference between one who “is,’’ 
and one who is “not born again.” 
The different steps by which this 
change may be effected in the sove- 
reign providence of God, and the 
different degrees of perfection at 
which it may arrive, I purposely 
omit here, and reserve as the sub- 
ject of a distinct head of discourse. 

That we may enter on the sub- 
ject with the greater perspicuity 
and simplicity, it will be proper to 
begin with observing, that the de- 
sign and purpose of this change is 
to repair the Joss which man sus- 
tained by the fall. Man, at his first 
creation, was made after the image 
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of God, in knowledge, righteous- 
ness, and holiness, and enjoyed un- 
interrupted fellowship and commu- 
nion with him. He was not only 
subservient to the divine glory, by 
a natural and necessary subjection 
to the divine dominion, which all 
creatures are, have been, and ever 
will be, but by choice and inclina- 
tion, his duty and delight being in- 
variably the same. By the fall, he 
became not only obnoxious to the 
divine displeasure, by a single act of 
transgression, but disobedient to the 
divine will, in his habitual and pre- 
vailing inclination. ‘This is the cha- 
racter given not of one man only, 
but of the human race. “ And God 
saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continu- 
ally.””* 

He became, at the same time, not 
only unworthy of, but wholly disin- 
clined to communion with God, and 
habitually disposed to prefer the 
creature before the Creator, who is 
“God blessed for evermore.” In 
regeneration, therefore, the sinner 
must be restored to the image of 
God, which, in a created nature, is 
but another expression for obedi- 
ence to his will. He must also be 
restored to the exercise of love to 
him, and find his happiness and 
comfort in him. His habitual tem 
per, his prevailing disposition, or 
that which hath the ascendency, 
must be the same that was perfect 
and without mixture, before the 
fall, and shall be made equally, or 
perhaps more perfect, in heaven, 
after death. 

As the change must be entire and 
universal, corresponding to the cor- 
ruption of the whole man, it is not 
unusual to say it may be fully com- 
prehended in the three following 
things—giving a new direction to 
the understanding, the will, and the 
affections. And no doubt, with re- 
spect to every one of these, there is 


* Gen. vi. 5. 


APRIL, 


a remarkable and’ sensible change. 
But as the understanding is a natu- 
ral faculty, which becomes good or 
evil, just as it is applied or employ- 
ed, it would be scarce possible te 
illustrate the change in it without 
introducing, at the same time, a 
view of the disposition and ten- 
dency of the heart and affections. 
As, therefore, the change is proper- 
ly of a moral or spiritual nature, it 
seems to me properly and directly 
to consist in these two things. 1. 
That our supreme and chief end be, 
to serve and glorify God; and that 
every other aim be subordinate to 
this. 2. That the soul rest in God 
as its chief happiness, and habituai- 
ly prefer his favour to every other 
enjoyment. ‘These two particulars 
I shall now endeavour to illustrate 
a little, in the order in which I have 
named them. 

1. Our supreme and chief end 
must be, to serve and glorify God, 
and every other aim must be subor- 
dinate to this. 

All things were originally made, 
and are daily preserved for, nay, 
they shall certainly in the issue 
tend to, the glory of God; that is, 
the exercise and illustration of di- 
vine perfection. With this great 
end of creation the inclination and 
will of every intelligent creature 
ought to coincide. It is, according 
to scripture and reason, the first 
duty of man to “give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name.” This, 
I know, the world that lieth in wick~ 
edness can neither understand nor 
approve. “The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him, neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discern- 
ed.”* The truth is, we ought not 
to be surprised to find it so, for in 
this the sin of man originally con- 
sisted, and in this the nature of all 
sin, as such, doth still consist, viz. 
withdrawing the allegiance due to 


God, and refusing subjection to his 


* 1 Cor. i. 14. 
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will, The language of every un- 
renewed heart, and the language of 
every sinner’s practice is, “ Our 
lips are our own, who is lord over 
us?” But he that is renewed and 
born again, hath seen his own entire 
dependance upon God, hath seen 
his Maker’s right of dominion, and 
the obligation upon all his creatures 
to be, in every respect, subservient 
to his glory, and without reserve 
submissive to his will. He hath 
seen this to be most “ fit”? and “ rea- 
sonable,” because of the absolute 
perfection and infinite excellence 
of the divine nature. He is con- 
vinced that all preferring of our 
will to that of God, is a criminal 
usurpation by the creature of the 
unalienable rights of the great Cre- 
ane and sovereign proprietor of 
all. 

Regeneration, then, is communi- 
cating this new principle, and giving 
it such force as that it may obtain 
and preserve the ascendancy, and 
habitually govern the will. Every 
one may easily see the different 
operation and effects of this princi- 
ple and its opposite, by the differ- 
ent carriage and behaviour of men 
in the world. The unrenewed man 
seeks his own happiness immediate - 
ly and ultimately: it is to please 
himself that he constantly aims. 
This is the cause, the uniform 
cause, of his preferring one action 
to another. This determines his 
choice of employment, enjoyments, 
companions. His religious actions 
are not chosen, but submitted to, 
through fear of worse. He consi- 
ders religion as a restraint, and the 
divine law as hard and severe. So 
that a short and summary descrip- 
tion may be given of man in his na- 
tural state—That he hath forgotten 
his subjection, that God is dethron- 
ed, and self-honoured, loved, and 
served in his room. 

This account will appear to be 
just, from every view given us in 
scripture of our state and charac- 
ter, before or after conversion. It 
appears very clearly, from the first 
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condition required by our Saviour 
of his disciples, viz. self-denial. 
«Then said Jesus to his disciples, 
Ifany man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me.”* All those 
who are brought back to a sense of 
their duty and obligation as crea- 
tures, are ready to say, not with 
their tongues only, but with their 
hearts, “Thou art worthy to receive 
glory, and honour, and power, for 
thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were 
created.”t It ought to be attended 
to, what is the import of this, when 
spoken from conviction. ‘They not 
only consider God as being most 
great, and therefore to be aeory 
but as infinitely holy, as absolutely 
perfect, and therefore to be loved 
and served. ‘They esteem all his 
commands concerning all things to 
be right. Their own remaining cor- 
ruption is known, felt, and confess- 
ed to be wrong. This Jaw in their 
members, warring against the law 
of God in their minds, is often deep- 
ly lamented, and, by the grace of 
God, strenuously and habitually re- 
sisted. 

Perhaps the attentive reader may 
have observed, that I have still kept 
out of view our own great interest 
in the service of God. The reason 
is, there is certainly, in every re- 
newed heart, a sense of duty, inde- 
pendent of interest. Were this not 
the case, even supposing a desire 
of reward, or fear of punishment, 
should dispose to obedience, it 
would plainly be only a change of 
life, and no change ofheart. At the 
same time, as it did not arise from 
any inward principle, it would nei- 
ther be uniform nor lasting. It is 
beyond all question, indeed, that 
our true interest is inseparable from 
our duty, so that self-seeking is 
self-losing; but still a sense of duty 
must have the precedency, other- 
wise it changes its nature, and is, 
properly speaking, no duty at all. 


* Matth. xvi. 24. t Rev. iv. 11, 
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To honour God in the heart, then, 
and to serve him in the life, is the 
first and highest desire of him that 
is born again. This is not, and can- 
not be the case, with any in a natu- 
ral state. But, before we proceed 
to the other particular implied in 
this change, it will not be improper 
to make an observation, which I 
hope will have the greater weight, 
when the foundation of it is fresh in 
the reader’s mind. Hence may be 
plainly seen the reason why profane 
and worldly men have such a ten- 
dency to self-righteousness, while 
the truly pious are filled with an 
abhorrence of that soul-destroying 
falsehood. This, I dare say, ap- 

ars strange to many, as I confess 
it hath often done to me, before I 
had thought fully upon the subject: 
that those who are evidently none 
of the strictest in point of morals, 
and have least of that kind to boast 
of, should yet be the most professed 
admirers and defenders of the doc- 
trine of justification by works, and 
despisers of the doctrine of the 
grace of God. But the solution is 
easy and natural. Worldly men 
have no just sense of their natural 
and unalienable obligation to glori- 
fy God in their thoughts, words, and 
actions, and therefore all that they 
do in religion, they look upon as a 
meritorious service, and think that 
certainly something is due to them 
on that account. They think it 
strange if they have walked soberly, 
regularly, and decently, especially 
if they have been strict and punc- 
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tual in the forms of divine worship, 
that God should not be obliged (par- 
don the expression) to reward them 
according to their works. It is a 
hard service to them, they do it 
only that they may be rewarded, or 
at least may not suffer for the ne- 
glect of it, and therefore cannot but 
insist upon the merit of it. 

On the other hand, those who are 
born of God, are sensible that it is 
the duty of every rational creature 
to love God with all his heart, and 
to consecrate all his powers and fa- 
culties tohis Maker’s service. They 
are convinced that, whoever should 
do so without sin, would do only 
what is just and equal, and have no 
plea of merit to advance. But when 
they consider how many sins still 
cleave to them, how far short they 
come of their duty in every in- 
stance, they ask for mercy, and not 
for reward, and are ready to say 
with the Psalmist David, “ If thou, 
Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O 
Lord, who shall stand? but there is 
forgiveness with thee, that thou 
mayest be feared.”* To sum up 
this reasoning in a few words. ‘The 
reluctant obedience which some pay 
to the divine law, is considered as 
a debt charged upon God; whereas 
real obedience is considered as a 
debt due toGod. And therefore it 
must always hold, that the very im- 
perfection of an obedience itself in- 
creases our disposition to overvalue 
and rest our dependence upon it. 


(To be continued.) 


* Psal. cxxx. 3, 4. 
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IT 1S FINISHED. 
Tis finished! ’tis finished!—On Calvary’s brow, 
See the Saviour expire, and his purple gore flow; 
Earth resounds with her throes, and the loud thunder peals, 
And the lightning-flash, blazing, sad horror reveals. 


And the burden of promise, and the thrice-hallow’d theme, 
Which prophets once sung ere the dawn-day did gleam ; 
And the types, and the shadows, of ages gone by, 

Have their meaning now uttered, on dark Calvary. 


Tis finished ! ’tis finished !—The tyrant is crushed, 


And the weak prey is taken from him who had rushed 
in the strength of his malice, and height of his pride, 


To snatch from the helpless, what to Aim was denied. 
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The darkness has vanished, the storm has o’erpast, 
And the terror of death, and the dread judgment blast ; 
The vials of vengeance their fury have poured 

On the head of the Lamb—the Messiah—the Lord. 


’Tis finished ! ’tis finished!—The struggle is ended, 

The conqueror in triumph on high has ascended ; 

And the Lord strong and mighty now fills his bright seat, 
And his proud foes are humbled, and bend at his feet. 


And the land where sin comes not; th’ inheritance fair; 
And the glories surpassing, and the joys without care; 
And the harps and the crowns, and the white robes above, 
Are all purchas’d, and ready, for the sons of his love. 


[Evangelical Magazine. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


NOTES OF A TRAVELLER. 
( Continued from page 130.) 

Tuesday, July 8th.—Bath is said 
to be the handsomest town in Eng- 
land, and able to vie with any city 
in the world in the politeness of its 
amusements. Last evening as I 
viewed it at a distance, and then 
passed along many of the streets, 
its groves and crescents, parades 
and long lines of uniform edifices, 
made but little impression on my 
mind. Asa place of fashionable 
resort, it undoubtedly owes its ori- 
gin to the notorious Beau Nash, 
sometimes called the King of Bath. 
He was, for many years, the master 
of ceremonies in the pump room, 
the dancing assembly, and in all the 
gambling houses; his impudence, 
and the ease and elegance of his 
manners, were only exceeded by 
the frivolity of his life, and corrup- 
tion of his heart. In oneof the pump 
rooms a statue of Nash was erect- 
ed between the busts of Newton and 
Pope, on which occasion even Lord 
Chesterfield wrote the following 
epigram— 
This statue placed these busts between, 

Gives satire all its strength, 


Wisdom and Wit are little seen, 
But Folly at full length. 


The town rises gradually on the 
high banks of the river Avon, which 
here bends so as to encompass its 


northern and eastern portions. 
From the easy ascent of the hills, 
you can readily pass from the lower 
and thickly settled parts, to the su- 
burbs on the higher ground. In one 
of our rambles, as we were continu- 
ally ascending one of the streets, 
our progress in that direction was 
stopped by an iron railing, which 
surrounded a terrace; here we 
found ourselves so much above the 
level of the lower parts of the town, 
that we enjoyed a novel prospect. 
Still further above us, we saw large 
rows of buildings of uniform archi- 
tecture; below us, on one side and 
in front, were verdant fields water- 
ed by the Avon; and on the other 
side, immense masses of fine build- 
ings, Some in rows, and some in the 
form of a crescent. There is a 
sameness in the looks of the houses 
which did not please me—the grey- 
ish colour of the stone which .is 
used in their architecture, soon be- 
comes dark and ugly with the coal 
smoke. In traversing the streets I 
here noticed, for the first time, 
sedan chairs, in which the lazy citi- 
zens are transported from one place 
to another; they have also a little 
kind of go-cart, on three wheels, 
which is dragged along by one 
man. The persons who sat in these 
vehicles, some of them young and 
healthy, seemed, to my notion, very 
ridiculous. The fares of the chair- 
men are settled by law. For carry- 
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ing one person any distance not ex- 
ceeding five hundred yards, the fare 
is 124 cents—over hilly ground it is 
more. Except the Baths, the only 
publick edifice that I examined spe- 
cially, was a fine gothick cathedral, 
called the Abbey church. Though 
not as large as many others I had 
seen, it is thought to be highly in- 
teresting, on account of the neat- 
ness and care exhibited in carving 
even its minutest ornaments. There 
is an open space in the street, which 
gives a good view of the west front. 
A singular decoration may be seen 
to the left of the great window—a 
ladder is carved in the stone, and 
reaches from the ground nearly to 
the roof—on this a number of an- 
gels are climbing up, as it were to 
the skies. The origin of this de- 
vice was a dream which occurred 
to Bishop Oliver King, who com- 
menced rebuilding the church, 
which had fallen into a state of 
great decay. His vision was some- 
thing like that of Jacob’s ladder. 
One of the arigels, he thought, said 
to him, “ Let an Olive establish the 
crown—let a Aing restore the 
church.”” Among the monuments 
in the cathedral is that of Melmoth, 
the translator of Pliny and Cicero; 
and one by Flaxman in memory of 
Sibthorpe, the botanist, author of 
the Flora Greca. 

Every stranger who arrives in 
this town must be curious concern- 
ing its baths; we therefore early 
visited the most celebrated pump 
room, drank some of the water, and 
then took a stylish bath. The front 
of the great pump room is embel- 
lished with a portico of four Co- 
rinthian columns; on the frieze 
above them is the following appro- 
priate inscription: 
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The temperature of the springs 
is very different, the thermometer 
standing at 96° in one, 110° in ano- 
ther, and 117° in the hottest; the 
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temperature of the same spring 
also varies at different seasons of 
the year. The taste of the water 
was to me horrid, like all other 
sulphurous waters, though many 
drink them with pleasure and bene- 
fit. The guide book says, “ they 
procure a good appetite and excel- 
lent spirits; they comfort the nerves 
and warm the body,” and many in- 
valids drink them “ with abundance 
of delight and pleasure, and by the 
help of a little physick have reco- 
vered to admiration.” The water, 
from its temperature and mineral 
ingredients, certainly forms the 
most agreeable bath that I have 
ever used. On entering it, the sen- 
Sations produced are peculiar. 
From what I have heard you say of 
the warm springs in Virginia, I 
should think them nearly allied in 
their properties to these at Bath. 

York House, at which we put up, 
is a very spacious, central, and ex- 
cellent inn. After wandering about 
the town till we were thoroughly 
tired, we took dinner in a private 
room; and among other important 
matters discussed, we concluded 
that Bath, except its mineral wa- 
ters, contained little tu interest the 
traveller. 

Towards evening, I took my seat 
on the box with the driver of the 
mail for Bristol, my travelling 
companion, Mr. S., intending to- 
morrow morning to visit some dis- 
tant friends in Somersetshire. The 
distance from Bath to Bristol is 
about 12 miles—the road is smooth 
and undulating—the scenery often 
beautiful—the buildings on and 
near the road side are numerous 
and handsome, and all the land is 
in a high state of cultivation; so 
that my ride was delightful. On 
the road we passed through a neat 
little town, which is ornamented 
with quite a large Gothick church. 
Dense clouds of smoke could be 
seen in the distance hanging over 
Bristol, and disfiguring the pros- 
pectin that direction. Weentered 
Bristol through long, narrow, dirty, 
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and mean looking streets, rendered 
peculiarly disagreeable by a tre- 
mendous shower of rain which 
just commenced falling. The mail 
coach set me down in a narrow old 
fashioned looking street, at a spa- 
cious, ill contrived inn, which must 
have been built before the time of 
William the Conqueror. Fortrade, 
wealth, and number of inhabitants, 
Bristol is thought by many to sur- 
pass Liverpool. The weather com- 
pelled me to defer my perambula- 
tions till to-morrow. I therefore 
stepped into a bookstore on the 
opposite side of the street, pur- 
chased a new scientifick work, and 
then retired to my room for the 
night. 

Wednesday, July 9th.—The rain 
this morning still continues, and it 
is the first rain since I left Liver- 
pool, that has at all interfered with 
my operations—I sallied forth, 
however, in the midst of it. The 
streets through which I chanced to 
pass, gave me a worse idea of Bris- 
tol than I had at first—the high 
old fashioned houses, the narrow 
carriage ways, the dirty side walks, 
and the women in pattens, stamp- 
ing along like horses, made me 
wish myself away. Ifa fine sunny 
day exhilarates the spirits of the tra- 
veller, nothing can exceed the de- 
pression which a dark, blustering, 
and stormy one, produces. My 
principal object in coming to this 
side of the island, was to visit Mrs. 
Hannah More, from whose writings 
I had received so much instruction 
and amusement in earlier years; 
and were it not for the hope of see- 
ing her in a few hours, I should 
soon be on my way back again to 
London. 

About 12 o’clock the weather 
held up a little, and I got into a 
Fly or pony carriage, and drove to 
Clifton to see Dr. S., who was to 
introduce me to Hannah More. 
Dr. S. 1 found exceedingly polite, 
and Clifton one of the most pic- 
turesque placesI haveseen. As its 
name seems to import, it is a town 
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on a cliff—the houses rise in cres- 
cents, one row above another. In 
one instance a wall is built more 
than 100 feet high, to support a 
terrace, on which there is a row of 
superb houses. Clifton forms a 
kind of suburbs to Bristol, and 
from its beautiful situation, its sa- 
lubrious air, and its distance from 
the noise and bustle of the com- 
mercial part of the town, it is 
chiefly the residence of wealthy fa- 
milies who have retired from bu- 
siness. The baths and mineral 
springs, which are also to be found 
here, render it the resort of per- 
sons from all parts of England. 
Dr. S. lives in a fine house, which 
forms a part of what is called, I 
think, the Royal York Crescent; 
this immense range of uniform 
edifices, will bear a comparison 
with those of the same kind at 
Bath. Two high flights of stone 
steps, with iron rails on each side, 
lead up to a level surface of from 
40 to 50 feet in breadth, paved with 
large smooth flags, and which is 
enclosed in front with ballustrades. 
The houses which form this cres- 
cent have all a neat balcony, run- 
ning along the second story. The 
view from Dr. S.’s balcony or ve- 
randah, as they call it, is quite inte- 
resting. The river Avon, with its 
docks and shipping, and old Bris- 
tol, with its spires and turrets, are 
spread out beautifully in the valley 
below. I should have lost all this, 
if the weather had not suddenly 
changed from foul to fair. Dr. S. 
accompanied me to the bath, or 
hot wells. The water is not so 
warm as that at Bath, by more 
than 20 degrees, though it has 
pretty much the same taste. The 
spring is on the banks of the Avon, 
at St. Vincent’s Rocks, and is said 
to be 26 feet below the level of the 
river. The room where the water 
is distributed to visiters, by an 
obliging female, is semicircular, 
and its walls are covered with ad- 
vertisements, like our country ta- 
verns. The scenery round the 
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pump room is rich and sublime. 
The high and rugged rocks on this 
side of the Avon, and the opposite 
bank of the river which is bold 
and richly covered with trees and 
verdure, are really charming. We 
now turned our steps towards one 
of the crescents, in which the ve- 
nerable author of Coelebs resided. 
Unfortunately we could not see 
Mrs. More, as company are admit- 
ted only three days in the week. 
When she first came to this place 
from her late residence, called 
Barley Wood, more than 600 peo- 
ple called on her daily: and as she 
is almost 85 years of age, she be- 
came greatly fatigued by the com- 
pany and conversation, and was 
obliged to rest every other day. 
To-morrow I expect to have the 
pleasure of conversing with her. 
Thursday, July 10.—The wea- 
ther this morning was much more 
favourable to my purposes than 
yesterday. Upon taking a -walk 
into different parts of the town, I 
began to think Bristol not quite 
a good for nothing place. Some 
of the streets, which are modern, 
are quite handsome, though I had 
a good deal of up hill and down 
hill walking. I examined an old 
cathedral, which is a venerable 
edifice; and from its cloisters and 
out buildings, I could easily fancy 
myself among the monks and friars 
who once inhabited them. This 
church is very prettily situated, 
occupying one side of a fine square 


verdant > st lanted with trees, 
called College Green. The interior, 


like most of the other old churches 
here, has been lately repaired and 
newly coloured. Some remains of 
old paintings on glass are still to 
be seen in the windows. 

Among the numerous monu- 
ments some are interesting, from 
the persons to whom they are dedi- 
cated. I noticed one near the door, 
to Eliza Draper—the Eliza of 
Sterne, or sentimental Yorick. As 
I stood gazing on the figure of 
Eliza, carved upon her tomb, the 
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deep and solemn notes of the organ, 
echoed along the lofty arches and 
mingled with the shrill voices of 
the young choristers, produced in 
my nerves-a most delightful thrill. 

There are anumber of open pub- 
lick squares, which have fine houses 
facing them on all sides; in the 


‘middle of one of these squares, 


there is a large equestrian statue 
of William III. in marble. 

The docks of Bristol, by which 
all the shipping comes to the town, 
are a fine artificial work. I was 
kindly introduced, by a gentleman 
I met, into what are called the 
Commercial Rooms, where both fo- 
reign and domestick journals are 
regularly received. I was pleased 
to see again some American pa- 
pers, though of no very recent date. 
The first Philadelphia paper I took 
up, and the first paragraph in it 
which I read, announced the de- 
parture, in April last, of the packet 
ship Algonquin, from Delaware 
Bay, with a favourable wind. As 
my name and that of a number of 
my friends was noticed among the 
passengers, I impulsively grasped 
the paper, as if it had been the 
hand of an old acquaintance. 

At one o’clock, the time appoint- 
ed, I called upon Dr. S. at Clifton, 
and we went together to the house 
of Hannah More. I assure you I 
felt a sensation of awe and pleasure, 
when the good and venerable lady 
took me cordially by the hand. 
She was exactly the person I ex- 
pected to find her—intelligent, con- 
versable, sprightly, and good look- 
ing. There was however rather 
more style about her house and ap- 
parel than I had anticipated. She 
conversed with me about America, 
and I talked to her about the Shep- 
herd of Salisbury Plain, Tawny 
Rachel, Tom White the Post Boy, 
and many other matters; and she 
related many little incidents re- 
specting these stories, which I 
hope to tell you all another time. 
I must, however, now mention one 
little anecdote about the Salisbury 
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shepherd. As you seem to be so 
much pleased, said Mrs. M. to me, 
with that story, I will tell you an 
incident connedted with it. One 
morning, as I stood looking out of 
one of my windows at Barley Wood, 
I noticed a man walking backward 
and forward near the house, and 
being an unusual occurrence, I sent 
to know if we could be of any ser- 
vice tohim. The servant return- 
ed and said, that the man was only 
desirous to speak with Hannah 
More. I accordingly invited him 
in; and then, with some embarrass- 
ment, he said he came to offer me 
his thanks, for, madam, ‘the Shep- 
herd of Salisbury Plain has made 
me an altered man. It was the 
first tale that you ever wrote, and 
it was the first work I ever publish- 
ed. Since that period I have been 
remarkably prospered, and I owe 
it to Providence and to you. 

It is, I think, pretty generally 
known, that the principal characters 
in this story are drawn from real life: 
thename of the shepherd was David 
Saunders, wholived till withina few 
years. The hour I passed with this 
lady flew on “angel wings.” She re- 
lated the circumstances which com- 
repens her to abandon her delight- 
ul residence at Barley Wood, her 
“little terrestrial paradise,” as she 
called it. This spot, which is about 
eight miles from Clifton, was al- 
most a barren waste, till, under her 
care, taste, and perseverance, it was 
transformed into a lovely garden: 
most of the shrubs and trees now 
growing there, were planted by her 
ownhand. Though at first a good 
deal distressed at her removal, she 
is now not only satisfied with it, but 
thankful for the change; as she is 
here surrounded by warm friends, 
and near many excellent clergymen 
and physicians. The atrocious pro- 
fligacy of her Barley Wood ser- 
vants, is what she principally re- 
grets. It has been reported that 
she is suffering pecuniary distress; 
this is not so. Besides the genteel 
style in which she lives, she estab- 
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lished, about 34 years since, and 
still continues to support, at an an- 
nual expense of more than $1,000, 
two schools for poor children— 
there has been always between five 
and six hundred scholars in them 
ata time. Just as we came into 
her parlour, she was sending asum 
of money to relieve an indigent 
person, whose tale of distress was 
signed by my companion, Dr. S. 
Though there had been some trick, 
as the Dr. remarked, in obtaining 
his name to the paper, the good old 
lady still insisted on sending the 
money. Besides her library, the 
chief ornaments of her elegant 
mansion are the portraits of her 
friends, among which are some of 
the most distinguished persons in 
England. She requested me to step 
into her chamber, which opens into 
the parlour, and look out of the 
back window, ifI was pleased with 
fine scenery. I found it beautiful 
indeed. 

On leaving Mrs. More, we as- 
cended a high hill to enjoy a 
grand view of the Avon in the 
neighbourhood, and then to see the 
ruins of an ancient Roman camp; 
but the beauties of nature and the 
reliques of art were all lost to me, in 
the contemplation of the moral ex- 
cellencies of the distinguished in- 
dividual I had just left. Descend- 
ing from the hill on the opposite 
side, Dr. S. pointed out to me Glou- 
cester place, the house of Sir Wil- 
liam Draper, rendered famous by 
the Letters of Junius. There are 
two stone monuments in the court 
yard before the house, one erected 
by him to the memory of the elder 
Pitt; the other is a cenotaph in ho- 
nour of the 76th English regiment, 
which fell at Madras, Arcot, Pon- 
dicherry, and Manilla. 

Returning to town, I was intro- 
duced into the Bristol Institution, 
an establishment devoted to natural 
science, polite literature, and the 
fine arts. It was in this place that 
Sir Humphry Davy commenced 
his brilliant scientifick career, by 
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his novel and accurate researches 
into the properties of the different 
gaseous substances. Mr. Miller, 
the present curator of the institu- 
tion, was exceedingly attentive, and 
we soon became very sociable, as 
our pursuits in natural history had 
been the same. In one of the rooms, 
I noticed a fine marble statue of 
Eve at a fountain, by a Bristol ar- 
tist. The cabinet of minerals is 
very good, and the fossil remains 
are the most extensive I have seen. 
I here examined, as I also did 
at the British Museum, a number 
of the bones from Professor Buck- 
land’s cave in Kirkdale. Mr. Mil- 
ler was so kind as to say he would 
accept with pleasure any letter from 
me, introducing any of my acquaint- 
ances. Mr. M. is the author of se- 
veral valuable works on natural his- 
tory; he is a German, though he 
speaks English very fluently and 
very well. I spent theevening at the 
Commercial Rooms, where I saw, 


in the Philosophical Magazine for 
July, my account of the experi- 
ments performed on board the Al- 
gonquin, by sinking bottles in the 


sea. My friend Mr. Gray had it 
published for me. 

Friday, July 11th—This morn- 
ing early, I went on board the steam 
packet at Clifton, to visit Chepstow 
castle, Piercefield walks, and espe- 
cially Tintern Abbey, which is sup- 
posed to be the finest ruin in Eng- 
land. The day was rather threat- 
ening, but it was now or never with 
me. The passage to Chepstow was 
down the Avon, and then to the 
mouth of the Wye. The Avon is 
a narrow muddy stream, with mud- 
dy banks; and it looks more like 
a bad canal than a river; and the 
Wye, as far as I saw it, was but 
little better. Chepstow, or Chep, 
as they say here for shortness— 
just as we call Ticonderoga 7i— 
Chep is built at the entrance of the 
river Wye into the sea; there are 
some good buildings in it, but, on 
the whole, I thought it a poor look- 
ing place. The attention of the 
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stranger is regs. 9 directed to 
the ruins of the old castle, which, 
from its vicinity to the sea, was 
once a fortress of great strength 
and importance—It has four courts. 
A number of large towers are still 
in tolerable preservation, in one of 
which Henry Martin, one of the op- 
ponents of Charles I., was held a 
prisoner for twenty years. The 
great hall of the castle is now used 
as a green-house, and many of the 
apartments, which are still tenant- 
able, are rented to the poor. I had 
neither leisure nor inclination to 
examine much of the interior. 
From a neat and durable iron 
bridge, thrown over the Wye at 
Chepstow, the exterior of the castle 
is peculiarly striking; the ruins 
seem to form but one mass with 
the rock upon which they re- 
pose, both being covered with the 
bright green leaves of theivy. A 
multitude of carriages are always 
in waiting here for the steamboat; 
to carry visiters to Piercefield, the 
Wynd-Cliff, and Tintern Abbey, 
all of which are in the same direc- 
tion. As my little car drove up to 
the gates at Piercefield Park, I was 
joined by a gentleman and his fa- 
mily, whom I had seen on board of 
the steamer, and at his polite re- 
quest, we commenced our research- 
es together. Piercefield is a su- 
perb villa, with a very extensive 
park, the most interesting part of 
which extends for about three miles 
along the banks of the Wye, and 
through the whole of which we all 
travelled on foot, with two or three 
guides in attendance. The interior 
of the house itself is not shown. It 
is on a beautiful rising lawn, to 
which there is an entrance in front, 
by a grand gate, with two large 
lions on its pillars. It is the walk 
along the banks of the river, which 
are here high and abrupt, that 
forms the principal attraction. At 
almost every opening in the trees 
and thick bushes, you are present- 
ed with some striking scenery; and 
with the most beautiful views are 
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to be seen, benches, alcoves, and 
other conveniences and _ orna- 
ments. Much of the scenery would 
have appeared vastly better, if the 
Wye had not been unusually shal- 
low. The old castle at Chepstow, 
with its ruined towers, adds great- 
ly to the prospect; and so do the 
Bangor rocks, towering up like a 
wall, on the opposite side of the 
river. We left the park by a small 
gate, three or four miles from the 
= where we entered, and we 
ound our carriages waiting close 
by, to drive us to Tintern Abbey. 
Tintern is a little old village, for 
the most part built of the ruins or 
fragments of the Abbey. I noticed 
that the front of an ancient chapel 
had been transformed into a cot- 
tage, and what might have been a 
cloister, into a pigstye. The prin- 
cipal ruins of this celebrated Abbey 
which yet remain, consist of a vast 
roofless gothick church, a large re- 
fectory in tolerable preservation, 
and some other monastick build- 
ings. When the guide first opens 
the entrance door to the church, 
the scene presented is peculiarly 
striking. On the right, three huge 
columns are yet standing, and di- 
' rectly before you is the cross aisle, 
and the shorter end of the cross: and 
their arches, and pillars, and win- 
dows, are all covered with a shining 
mantle of ivy, through which the 
ornaments of the windows look like 
needle work. The ground is co- 
vered with rich and even grass, as 
with a carpet, kept perfectly clean, 
on which lie fragments of capitals 
and other ornaments, carefully 
heaped together—none of these 
can be obtained for love or money. 
Though most of them are utterly 
defaced, there is the forso of a 
knight, placing his hand on a shield 
in tolerable preservation. Through 
a narrow secret passage in the 
walls, we ascended by a long stone 
stair-case, to the highest parts of 
the ruins. Nothing can exceed the 
picturesque beauty of this still and 
secluded spot. The Wye glides 
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gently, at a little distance, through 
the rich plain on which the Abbey 
stands, and the whole seems com- 
pletely embosomed by hills, clothed 
with verdure to the very tops. All 
the Abbey, with its broken arches 
and ruined walls, is kept in a com- 
plete state of repair, by the Duke 
of Beaufort, who owns it and all 
the surrounding country. As ame- 
morial, I gathered some sprigs of 
the ivy, which creeps and twines 
itself most luxuriantly, round every 
part of the ruin. 

Antiquaries object to Tintern 
Abbey, that it is kept in such neat 
and trim order, as to give it the air 
of an artificial ruins and also that 
the whole is comprehended in one 
or two views. It certainly wants the 
gloomy solemnity so essential to re- 
ligiousruins. Noawfularches make 
the noonday night—there is but lit- 
tle left for the tourist toexplore—no 
gloomy vaults and dreary recesses 
recal to his mind the tales of the 
nursery. The poet’s description 
which I realized among several of 
the ruins at York, and at other 
places, is altogether inapplicable 
here— 

Half buried there, lie many a broken buat, 

And obelisk, and urn o’erthrown by time, 

And many a cherub, there descends in dust, 

From the rent roof and portico sublime. 

Where reverend shrines in gothick gran- 
deur stood, 

The nettle or the noxious nightshade 
spreads ; 

And ashlings wafted from the neighbour- 
ing wood, 

Through the worn turrets wave their 
trembling heads. 

After a little pic nic party, to 
which I was kindly invited by my 
newly made friends, I set off on my 
return. There is a grand view 
from a high mountain between 
Chepstow and Tintern, called the 
Wyndcliff, the place I have before 
hinted at. I stopped at the Moss 
Cottage at the foot of the moun- 
tain, but it began to rain so fast, 
that there was no hope of seeing any 
thing, even ifI had taken the trouble 
to ascend the long flight of steps 
which led to the top; sol passed on 
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to Chepstow in my little jaunting 
car, to be ready for the steam pac- 
ket to take me back to Bristol. 
Before leaving Chepstow, how- 
ever, I must say a word or two 
more respecting the Wye, and 
some impressions which its sce- 
nery produced in my mind on 
leaving it. This river presents 
an assemblage of natural beauties 
more variegated and picturesque, 
than perhaps any other in the 
world; besides which, the gothick 
ruins which decorate its banks, 
throw a charm and witchery over 
the whole landscape, which pro- 
duce the same peculiar and pow- 
erful influence on the imagination, 
that is occasioned by a well wrought 
tale of “ wizard time” and ancient 
romance. The turbid and shallow 
waters of the river at this time, de- 
stroyed much of the beauty and 
keeping of the picture, but I en- 
deavoured to restore this, by filling 
up the channel with a fancied fresh 
translucent wave. The Wye Is said 
to be our Hudson river in miniature. 
Like it, the Hudson winds itself into 
labyrinths, and in a very narrow 
channel presents rocks and hills of 
equal ruggedness, although of di- 
mensions much less colossal. But 
there is that about the Wye—the 
mouldering and ivied walls of Tin- 
tern Abbey, and the half ruined 
towers of Chepstow castle, with the 
legends and stories connected with 
them—which gives to it an inde- 
scribable and peculiar charm. In 
America, the local interest which 
history and tradition give, is but 
rarely felt—the picturesque and 
sublime views of nature are almost 
the only objects which attract the 
attention of the traveller. We 
have no groves for nymphs—no 
streams for Naiads, and no caves 
for demons—no cells for hermits, 
no cloisters for nuns, and no 
shrines for saints—no mouldering 
ruin recals the age of chivalry, and 
no tottering castle leads the 
thoughts back to the days of en- 
chantment. Whatever intellectual 
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interest of this kind exists, is prin- 
cipally derived from Indian tradi- 
tions, which are, for the most part, 
so absurd and whimsical, that they 
rather create merriment than sober 
musing. We have, itis true, some 
historical recollections, connected 
with a number of beautiful spots, 
particularly those on the Hudson. 
But we stand too near the scenes 
which have rendered them memo- 
rable—we can see the tinsel of the 
actors, and discover many blemish- 
es which the distance of time will 
altogether obscure. It must be left 
to posterity to view them, with 
the same enthusiastick admiration 
which the ruins of Tintern and 
Chepstow now excite. 


(T'o be continued.) 


——— 


The following communication has 
been in our hands for more than a 
year past—It was made in conse- 
quence of several essays contained 
in our 5th volume. ‘The measures 
advocated in the essays have not 
as yet been moved in the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, and we have not till now 
felt the importance of putting on our 
pages the remarks of our highly re- 
spected correspondent, contained 
in the subjoined paper. As the 
whole subject, however, both as re- 
ferred to in the essays and in this 
paper, may come before the next 
General Assembly, we think it 
right that the views and arguments 
of our correspondent, D. should 
now go to the publick. We submit 
them, as we did the essays, without 
any expression of our own opinion 
on the subjects discussed. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


ON PREVENTING APPEALS, IN CASES 
OF DISCIPLINE, FROM COMING BE~ 
FORE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Mr. Editor,—I wish to call the 
attention of your readers to a se- 
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ries of papers, published some time 
ago, in your useful miscellany, en- 
titled, “ Observations on the Gene- 
ral Assembly.”? They contain much 
that is important, relative to this 
supreme judicatory of the Presby- 
terian Church. The necessity on 
which the writer insists, for dimi- 
nishing the number of delegates 
that compose this court; and the 
method by which he proposes to ef- 
fect the diminution: viz., by com- 
mitting it to the Synods, instead of 
the Presbyteries, to send the dele- 
gation atareduced ratio, has entirely 
my approbation. But there is one 
particular in which I totally differ 
from him: viz., his opposition to 
lessen the business of the Assembly 
by an exclusion of all appeals and 
complaints, in cases of discipline. 
With much deference for the judg- 
ment of your correspondent, whose 
correctness in this instance is con- 
troverted, I beg to offer a few re- 
marks on this subject. 

That the business of the Assem- 
bly calls for diminution, as well as 
the number of delegates, I believe 
is agreed on all hands: and in look- 
ing over the roll of business, ordi- 
narily requiring the attention of this 
body, there certainly appears at 
first view, nothing of which it is so 
desirable to get rid, as appeals and 
complaints; aothing that is so diffi- 
cult and troublesome to decide 
upon; and which is so fruitful a 
source of dissatisfaction towards 
the Assembly itself. Their exclu- 
sion, your correspondent vehement- 
ly opposes, on the principle of its 
being an invasion of the radical 
principles of Presbyterian govern- 
ment. This is the burden of his 
objection, to which he recurs again 
and again, with a warmth and em- 
phasis of reiteration, which I ap- 
prehend has made a deep impres- 
sion on the Presbyterian communi- 
ty. If | know myself, I am a Presby- 
terian—thoroughgoing. Almost, I 
believe, in the divine right of Pres- 
bytery—certainly in ‘ts radical 
principles. 
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Let us inquire, what radical 
principles would be contravened, 
by terminating appeals and com- 
plaints, in cases of discipline, in 
the inferior courts. For the radical 
principles of Presbyterian church 
government and discipline, your 
correspondent quotes from a note, 
in the form of government; chap. 
12, p. 397; which the reader may 
examine for himself. The closing 
sentence, which appears to bear on 
the case, is in these words; “and 
consequently, that appeals may be 
carried from lower to higher judi- 
catories, till they be finally termi- 
nated by the collected wisdom and 
united voice of the whole church.’ 
Now, admitting that this note, 
(which can hardly be regarded as of 
paramount authority in the case,) 
gives a correct exhibition of radical 
principles, let it be remarked that 
itis very guardedly expressed, as 
ifintended to be understood in a 
limited sense. It does not say, 
that all appeals shall; nor does it 
require to be understood as mean- 
ing that every member of the 
church shall have the right, to carry 
up an appeal, in his particular case: 
but it says simply, appeals may be 
carried, &c. That cases of doctrine, 
or general principles of duty, which 
are called into dispute, may and 
ought to be carried up, by appeal, 
or complaint, or reference, is freely 
conceded. Sucha case exactly, was 
the question—an appeal in fact, 
though not in form—relative to the 
binding obligation of the ceremonial 
law, carried up from Antioch, for 
decision before the Assembly at Je- 
rusalem. This case forms a prece- 
dent for afl disputes concerning 
doctrine or duty, affecting the 
church generally. The decision of 
such questions falls in exactly with 
the nature and design of a General 
Assembly; which is, to have a ge- 
neral oversight of the whole church; 
and to be to her, a head of counsel 
and direction, on all questions of 
doctrines and rules of duty. If an 
member of the church finds himself 
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perplexed in any matter of faith, 
and fails to receive relief from a 
lower judicatory, or is trammelled 
in his conscience by any decision 
about what is divine law, in a Ses- 
sion, a Presbytery, or Synod, it is 
his privilege and his right, to carry 
the cause to be decided by the con- 
centrated wisdom and united voice 
of the whole church, in exact ac- 
cordance with the precedent from 
Antioch, above referred to. Such 
cases interest the whole church; 
since what is matter of faith to one, 
is so to all; and what is duty to 
one, is duty to all, similarly cir- 
cumstanced. 

Cases of discipline are totally 
different. They affect only the in- 
dividuals immediately concerned. 
Their decision has no such bearing 
on the general interests of the 
church, as calls for the interposi- 
tion of the supreme authority. That 
they may be brought up for decision, 
to the highest judicatory, is freely 
conceded ; and that individual cases 
may be so circumstanced that a de- 
cision on the part of the Assembly 
may be desirable, yea, necessary, 
is also conceded. But whether they 
shall, as a general course of pro- 
cedure, be so carried up, is, it is 
believed, purely a question of ex- 
pediency, to be decided by what- 
ever shall be found for edification, 
in existing circumstances. In fa- 
vour of this view of the subject, let 
it be remarked, that the whole New 
Testament is without a = pre- 
cedent to the contrary. e have 
a clear case of doctrinal reference, 
but not one case of discipline, car- 
ried up from Antioch, from Ephesus, 
or any where else, to receive final 
adjudication at Jerusalem. 

if, now, we look at the subject 
in the light of expediency, taking 
into view the state of things to 
which the PresbyterianChurch in the 
United States has arrived, I appre- 
hend the question of continuing to 
admit appeals, as heretofore they 
have been admitted, will hardly 
bear a dispute. 
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ist. The General Assembly, from 
the number of members it contains, 
and after any diminution that may 
take place, it must continue to con- 
tain, is an exceedingly ill qualified 
court for such decisions—perhaps 
the worst in the church—those ses- 
sions excepted, particularly defi- 
cient in the number or intelligence 
of their members. In judgments 
of right and wrong, which must be 
based upon evidence, not oral, but 
written, if the evidence is volumi- 
nous and intricate, as in most cases 
of appeal it usually is, it is literal- 
ly impossible for the members of a 
court, so numerous as the General 
Assembly is, to make that investi- 
gation which a correct decision re- 
quires. I shall be astonished, if 
nine out of ten of my brethren will 
not acknowledge, they have felt, 
as I have felt, when called to de- 
cide, in Synod or General Assem- 
bly: a case intricate and perplex- 
ed, on hearing once read, a mass 
of testimony and documents of dif- 
ferent kinds, that would require 
much investigation and comparing, 
fully to understand; nay, whic 
are frequently unintelligible with- 
out explanation. Certainly a court 
of judicature ought never to be so 
circumstanced, that its members 
should be in a measure compelled 
to jump at a judgment by guess, or 
to vote as they hear others vote. 
The wisdom of civil society, in the 
constitution of courts of justice, is 
worthy of notice. Twelve men, to 
judge of right and wrong, are pre- 
ferred to twenty. As you increase 
the court above this number, you 
diminish the chance of justice. 
And on this principle, by how much 
an Assembly surpasses a Synod or 
Presbytery in numbers, other things 
being equal, by so much is it dis- 
qualified to be a fit court of appeal, 
in cases of discipline. 

2d. The amount of business, of 

neral interest to the church, has 
Fatterly been such as to curtail the 
Assembly of the time necessary for 
hearing appeals, with the patient 
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investigation that a correct decision 
would require. Generally, appeals 
have been put off, until near the 
close of the session. Those that 
can be kept out, by ar plea of in- 
formality, or technicality, are ex- 
cluded; while the remainder re- 
ceive a hurried investigation, cal- 
culated to destroy all confidence in 
the judgment rendered. And as 
the number of appeals may be ex- 
pected yearly to increase, with the 
increasing population, without a 
remedy, this state of things must 
grow worse and worse. 

Sd. The expense of the present 
plan ought not to be overlooked. 
Counting time, subsistence, remu- 
neration, &c., $3 per day would 
fall short of what ought to be calcu- 
lated, on every member of the As- 
sembly—which, for 150 members, 
would give $450 for every day the 
Assembly is in session. Ought this 
expense to be incurred without sub- 
stantial benefit to justify it? A 
court of appeal in civil matters, 
erected at such an expense, wuuld 
be regarded much more as a griev- 
ance than a benefit, in the secular 


—a 

4th. What a heavy reflection 
does it imply, on the understand- 
ing or integrity of the section of 
the church where the case of ap- 
peal originates, that a dispute be- 
tween A. and B., begun, perhaps, 
about nothing—some idle tale— 
petty fraud, &c., cannot be termi- 
nated by the judgment of a whole 
Synod; but must call for the con- 
centrated wisdom of the whole 
church, collected from Dan to Beer- 
sheba, in her representatives, to 
hear and determine it. What 
would be thought of the case, in 
civil society, if courts could not be 
found in Kentucky, in Tennessee, 
or in Alabama, to decide finally the 
smallest matter, without consti- 
tuting a court of dernier resort, at 
Philadelphia, consisting of 120 or 
130 men, selected from every state 
in the Union? Are religious con- 
troversies so much more difficult to 
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decide than civil suits? or are 
Christians so much harder to deal 
with than the men of the world? 

5th. Four courts of judicature 
for the same cause, are, I am afraid, 
a nuisance. I am sure they would 
be so regarded in civil matters. 
And the principle of rendering jus- 
tice is the same, in the church as 
the state. The delay, the increased 
expense, the encouragement to li- 
tigation, &c., in so many courts, 
are an amount of evil, that very far 
overbalances the benefit of, now and 
then, rectifying a wrong decision ; 
to say nothing of the danger of put- 
ing wrong what was before right. 
My decided judgment is that, ordi- 
narily, prosecutions commenced in 
the Session ought to terminate in 
the Presbytery; and such as com- 
mence in the Presbytery ought to 
terminate in the Synod, 

6th. The heaviest objection of all, 
against this system of carrying up 
appeals to the General Assembly, 
is, that it goes directly to defeat 
the great end and intention of ec- 
clesiastical discipline; which is, 
not the vindication of character, the 
recovery of property, or the acqui- 
sition of any personal benefit to 
him who originates the process, but 
the recovery of an erring brother, 
back to the path of duty and salva- 
tion. The restoration of the of- 
fender is the way, by which in the 
first instance, if possible, the purit 
of the church is to be maintained, 
and the injured credit of religion 
healed. If A. injures B., in any wa 
—ifhe defames him—if he defrauds 
him, &c. &c., (both being church 
members,) in so doing, he incurs 
sin, and endangers his salvation. 
This is an affair of unspeakably 
more concern than the trifling in- 
jury A. has sustained, in his tempo- 
ral interest; and it becomes the im- 

erious duty of A., in the spirit of 
= and forgiveness, to hasten to 
his assistance: and if the previ- 
ous steps of private expostulation, 
&c., directed by Christ, (Matt. 
xviii, 15, 16,) fail, he is then to 
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**tell it to the church,” i. e. ac- 
cording to the order of our disci- 
pline, he is .to enter process before 
the Session. ‘The duty of the 
church is, in the first instance, to 
judge of the criminality charged; 
and if this is sustained, to deal with 
the offender in the way best calcu- 
lated to bring him to repentance. 
But if the accused appeals from 
the decision which finds bio guilty, 
the case is necessarily delayed, and 
the accused is required, in the pro- 
secution of his work of charity and 
mercy, to tell his accusation to the 
Presbytery, that through it he may 
obtain the efforts of the church, on 
behalf of his offending brother. 
But here a second appeal may arrest 
his proceedings, and mterpose a far- 
ther delay, to the increased hazard 
of his ultimate failure, and impose 
the necessity of telling his accusa- 
tion to the Synod; that through the 
Synod he may avail himself of the 
ood offices of the church, to gain 
is brother. But, alas! here a third 
appeal may delay all further pro- 
ceedings, for, perhaps, almost a 
year; and he be required to tra- 
vel five, six, or seven hundred 
miles, to the General Assembly, 
that he may tell the affair there; 
and through them, procure the good 
offices of the church, to gain his 
brother to repentance and reforma- 
tion, that he may be saved. Now 
verily, must not the accuser bea 
saint, far above the ordinary mea- 
sure of saintship, if by this time 
he has not become sick of his under- 
taking—quite willing to drop the 
matter, as an effort for the salva- 
tion of his brother—leave him in his 
sin andinhisdanger. Will he not, 
in all likelihood, be prompted only 
by a regard to self-vindication, min- 
gled, perhaps, with a little malig- 
nant resentment “ to see it out?” 
On the whole, [ can hardly con- 
ceive of any measure more calcu- 
lated to convert an ecclesiastical 
ocess, which in its nature is a 
chief and last effort for the recovery 
of an erring brother, into an ungodly 
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strife between the accuser and the 
accused, to the scandal of religion 
and the destruction of the edifica- 
tion of them both. 

But while [ thus differ from your 
valuable correspondent, on the sub- 
ject of appeals, I reiterate my cor- 
dial approbation of his views in 
other particulars; and hope the 
Presbyterian community will profit 
by them. Allow me to add, that I 
should be glad to have the sanction 
of his authority to one or two fur- 
ther improvements (as I conceive) 
in the transaction of business, in 
the General Assembly. One is, the 
omission to call the roll, at the 
opening of each sitting. It appears 
to me a waste of time, for no bene- 
fit. Conscientious members: will 
give strict attendance on the busi- 
ness of the Assembly, as far as is 
in their power; and the presence of 
those who are not conscientious, is 
not worth this expense of compul- 
sion, which, after all, has but little 
effect. Secular assemblies manifest 
more judgment by omitting the pro- 
cedure. D. 


—_— 


Extract from the Christian Observer. 


An extended Essay on Supersti- 
tion occupied a considerable por- 
tion of the Christian Observer, for 
many successive months preced- 
ing the last December, and was 
closed in the number for that month. 
We have read this Essay with atten- 
tion and interest, and we think with 
some advantage. Itis manifestly the 
production of an erudite physician, 
who is also, apparently, a man of 
enlightened and practical piety. 
The brief extract which follows this 
notice concludes the essay—Our 
chief inducement to republish it, is 
the importance we attach to the for- 
mer part of the extract, relative to 
the influence which works of fiction 
have on youthful readers; and which 
we think ought to be seriously con- 
sidered by parents in general, and 
by those especially who furnish 
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books for Sabbath school children. 
The last paragraph contains some 
excellent observations, from which 
every Christian may derive benefit. 

“Great care should be taken in 
early life not to excite the brain too 
much; health, and strength, and 
peace of mind are often sacrificed 
at the shrine of parental vanity, in 
the desire after precocious talent 


for their children, and thus is pro- 


duced a state favourable for the 
creation of apparitions of every 
shape. 

“ The same may be said of power- 
fully excitant reading, especially of 
interesting fiction, adapted to infan- 
tile imagination; when that active 
and uncontrollable faculty has been 
endeavouring to clothe ideal per- 
sonages, with such a semblance of 
truth and nature, as that it shall be 
deceived into interest, on the seve- 
ral puppets before it,—but which, 
considered as puppets, would fail 
to interest beyond the very earliest 
years. The mischief — from 
the development of this faculty for 
unreal creation is incalculable; and 
its impression is probably never 
lost;—then it is revived in after 
life, and forms a groundwork for 
superstition, and for false notions 
of men and things, as well as for a 
feebleness and irritability of brain, 
which predispose that organ to mor- 
bid manifestation. 

“ Great evil in this point of view 
arises in after-life from the too- 
great admixture of fiction in the 
reading of the young; especially of 
the fashionable religious fictions of 
the day. Almost all the children’s 
books are now little novels, and 
thus false views of real life are pro- 
duced; and, which is worse, an ir- 
ritability of brain that is never lost, 
and which, in one way or other, 
pursues its unconscious victim 
poste: life. The brain never loses 
the effect of these early impressions; 
and a warning voice against their in- 
creasing influence, is recorded as 

Vou. VIIL—Ch: Adv. 








Extract from the Christian Obser-ver. 193 


an act of duty to the present and 
the rising generation. 

“ Enthusiasm is an evil infinitely 
less than theoretical or practical in- 
fidelity ; but still it is an evil, be- 
cause it leads to the formation of 
erroneous views on the character 
and moral government of the Divine 
Being; and it excites a prejudice 
against both, in the minds of those 
who are almost persuaded to be 
Christians. 

“Finally, all our affairs are in the 
hands of an all-powerful, all-wise, 
and all-merciful Jehovah. It is only 
under the influence of true religion, 
and of the love of God shed abroad 
in the heart, that the mind can be 
at peace. Here is a counterpoise 
to the physical evils with which we 
are surrounded; a soother amidst 
all the calamities of life, and the 
turmoils of society; a hiding place 
from the creations of fear; a resto- 
rative amidst the exhausting crav- 
ings of intellectual appetites, and 
the morbid manifestations which 
result from its indulgence: here 
alone is the only refuge from all the 
dreams, visions, voices, spectral 
appearances, and every other crea- 
tion of distempered fancy: there is 
repose in God; “ for so he giveth 
his beloved sleep.””»—May God in his 
infinite mercy grant that the pre- 
ceding attempt may redound to the 
honour and glory of his holy Name; 
may it be blessed to the conviction 
and support of the feeble Christian; 
and may the writer deeply and in- 
creasingly feel his own awful. re- 
sponsibility for the measure of ta- 
lent entrusted to his care; and may 
‘he find mercy in that day.’ ” 

Oc pawevrixnes. 


ie — 


There is truth, just sentiment, 
and genuine poetry—a combination 
not often seen—in the following 
lines) We extract them from a 
newspaper, but know not the-au- 
thor. 
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THE CHEROKEE. 


Gaze on this landscape! once in fleet 
career, 
The desert chieftain trod exulting here! 
Cleft with light bark the still and shaded 
’ oe P 
ierced the recesses of the old 
woods; oT 


Pour’d midst their hidden dells his wild - 


halloo, 
And the light shaft with aim unerring 
threw. 


— was his spirit, fierce, untamed and 

ree, 

Scorning to crouch to pain, from death to 
flee 

With feelings suited to his savage state, 

Faithful alike to friendship or to hate, 

Seekmg no meed beyond a warrior’s 
fame, 

And fearing nought except a coward’s 
shame. 


These wilds were his ;—amidst his chosen 
dell, 

Where clustering wild flowers fringed 
the gushing well, 

His hut was rear’d; and there, at closing 
day, 

He heard his childrens’ laughter-shout of 
play, 

While, weary with the chase, his limbs 
were laid 

In listless rest, beneath the oak tree’s 
shade. 


Then o’er the ocean-sea the white man 
came, 

Held to his lips the cup of liquid flame, 

With smooth, false words, and bold en- 
croaching hand, 

Wrench’d from the Cherokee his father’s 
land, . 

Still on his fast receding footsteps prest, 

And urged him onwards to the distant 
west, 

*Till all the precincts of his narrowed 

und, 

Were closely hemm’d with cultured life 
around; 

And burning cottages and mangled slain, 

Had meeked war’s footsteps o’er the ra- 
vaged plain. 
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Wearied, at length, the pale brow’d 
stranger swore, 

To seek the Indian’s hunting ground no 
more; 

Treaties and oaths the solemn compact 
seal’d, 

And plenty crown’d once more the blood 
stain’d field. 

Then o’er the red mens’ alter’d nature 
smiled 

A kindlier spirit, and a soul more mild; 

Bright knowledge pour’d its sunlight o’er 
his mind, 

His feelings soften’d, and his heart re- - 
fined, 


No longer then, when pass’d the storm- 
flash by, 

He saw the lightning of Manitto’s eye, 

Or listen’d trembling, while his anger 
spoke, 

As high o’er head the pealing thunder 
broke. 

He learn’d to light in heaven his spirit’s 
flame, 

And blend a Saviour’s with Jehovah’s 
name. 

Then tell us, ye, who have the power to 
save, 

Shall all his hopes be crush’d in one wide 

ve? 

Shall lawless force, with rude, remorse- 
less hand, 

Drive out the Indian from his father’s 
land, 

Burst all the ties that bind the heart to 
home, 

And thrust him forth, mid distant wilds to 
roam? 

Oh no! to mercy’s pleading voice give 


sear, 

The wak’ning wrath of outraged justice 
fear, 

Stain not with broken faith our country’s 
name, , 

Nor weigh her tresses to the dust with 
shame! 

Remember yet the solemn pledge you 

ve 

And lift the potent arm, to shield and 

save! E. M. C. 


Kiebiew. 
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Of God —Mr.J.sometimes speaks 
of the Deity in a style of levity and 
irreverence, after the worst manner 


of the school of Voltaire. We could 
point to many rs i Ha but our 
readers must already have observed 
one, in the beginning of the long 
quotation on which we have re- 
marked. It is in these worde— 
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“ He who made us would have been 
a pitiful bungler, if he had made the 
rules of our moral conduct a matter 
of science.” -No man could have 
written this, who had any right ap- 
prehension of the infinite majesty 
and glory of that Being, in compa- 
rison with whom all creatures are 
“less than nothing and vanity!” 
Besides, our moral conduct, as we 
have undeniably shown, is often 
made a matter of science—if by 
science we understand, as here we 
ought, knowledge acquired by in- 
struction and reflection. And what 
follows from this, but that Mr. J. has 
implicated himself in a most blas- 
phemous charge against the God 
who made him? Another example 
ef his profane levity in speaking of 
the Supreme Being, appears in vol. i. 
p- 321, where, describing the state 
of society in Europe, he says, “I 
find the fate of humanity here most 
deplorable. The truth of Voltaire’s 
observation, offers itself perpetually, 
that every man here must be either 
the hammer or the anvil. It is a true 
picture of that country to which 
they say we shall pass hereafter, 
and where we are to see God and 
his angels in splendour, and crowds 
of the damned trampled under their 
feet.” He must have thought this 
last expression uncommonly smart, 
for we find him repeating it, nearly 
verbatim, on another occasion. 

Mr. J. was a materialist, even to 
the extent of maintaining that God 
is matter. A letter to the elder 
President Adams, in 1820, contains 
the following passage: 


of criticism: let me turn 
to your puzzling letter of May the 12th, 
on matter, spirit, motion, &c, Its crowd 
‘of scepticisms kept me from sleep. I 
read it, and laid it down: read it, and laid 
it down, again and again: and to give 
rest to my mind, I was obliged to recur 
ultimately to my habitual anodyne, ‘I 
feel therefore I exist.’ I feel bodies 
which are not myself: there are other 
existences then. I call them matter. I 
feel them changing place. This gives 
me motion. Where there is an absence 
of matter, I call it void, or nothing, or 
immaterial space. On the basis of sensa- 


“But enou 
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tion, of matter and motion, we may erect 

the fabric of all the certainties we can 

have or need. I can conceive thought to 

be an action of a particular organization 

of matter, formed for that purpose by its 

Creator, as well as that attraction is an 

action of matter, or magnetism of load- 

stone. When he who denies to the Cre- 

ator the power of endowing matter with 

the mode of action called thinking, sball 

show how he could endow the sun with 

the mode of action called - attraction, 

which reins the planets in the track of 
their orbits, or how an absence of matter 

can have a will, and by that will put mat- 

ter into motion, then the materialist may 

be lawfully required to explain the pro- 
cess by which matter exercises the facul-. 
ty of thitking. When once we quit the 

basis of sensation, all is in the wind. To 
talk of immateria! existences, is to talk of 
nothings. To say that the human soul, 
angels, God, are immaterial, is to say, 

they are nothings, or that there isno God, 

no angels, no soul. I cannot reason other- 
wise: but I believe I am supported in my 

creed of materialism by the Lockes, the 

Tracys, and the Stewarts. At what age* 

of the church this heresy of immaterialism, 

or masked atheism, crept in, I do not ex- 
actly know. Buta heresy it certainly is. 

Jesus taught nothing of it. He told us, 

indeed, that ‘God is a spirit,’ but he has 
not defined what a spirit is, nor said that 
it is not matter, And the ancient fathers 
generally, of the three first centuries, 
held it to be matter, light and thin in- 
deed, an etberial gas; but still matter.” 


He then quotes Origen, Tertul- 
lian, St. Macarius, and refers to a 
catalogue of others, and adds— 


“Others, with whose writings I pre- 
tend not a familiarity, are said’ by ose 
who are better acquainted with them, to 
deliver the same doctrine. (Enfield x. 
3.1.) Turn to your Ocellus d’Argens, 
97, 105, and to his Timzus 17, for these 

uotations. In England, these immate- 
rialists might have been burnt until the 
29 Car. 2, when the writ de heretico com- 
burendo was abolished; and here until 
the revolution, that statute not having ex- 
tended to us. All heresies being now 
done away with us, these schismatists are 
merely atheists, differing from the mate- 
rial atheist only in their belief, that ‘no- 
thing made something,’ and from the ma- 
terial deist, who believes that matter 
alune ‘ean o on matter.”—Vol. iv, 
pp- 331, 332. 


We have no inclination, and we 
suppose there is no need, to enter 


* That of Athanasius and the Council 
of Nicza, anno. 324, 
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into an argument to prove that God 
is not matter. We think it right, 
however, and of some importance, 
to expose the misrepresentations of 
Mr. J. in quoting authorities on this 
occasion. He says—*I believe I 
am supported in my creed of mate- 
rialism by the Lockes, the ‘Tracys, 
and the Stewarts.” We do not 
wish to detract more than we are 
compelled to do, from the high pre- 
tensions to reading and scholarship, 
which every where appear in these 
papers. Yet we are constrained to 
suppose, either that Mr. J. had ne- 
ver read Locke’s far famed “ Essay 
on the Human Understanding,” or 
else that he wilfully prevaricated, 
in saying that he believed he was 
supported in his “creed of mate- 
rialism” by this eminent reasoner— 
We choose the former part of the 
alternative. We would willingly 
impute what he says to forgetful- 
ness, if Locke had not aes this 
subject so prominent, that any one 
who reads the essay and remembers 
any of its contents, cannot reason- 
able be supposed to have let this 

art slip from his recollection; and 
if no part was remembered, Mr. 
J. surely had no right to say he 
believed it contained the very op- 
posite of what the author has laid 
out all his strength to prove. We 
regret that our space does not per- 
mit us to quote in extenso Locke’s 
argument on this subject, in the 
tenth chapter of his fourth book on 
the Human Understanding—We 
shail, however, let our readers see 
what were his sentiments on this 
important topick. The chapter to 
which we have referred is entitled 
« Of our knowledge of the existence 
of a God;” and agreeably to the 
uniform usage of this writer, asum- 
mary of each chapter, and of each 
section, is given at the beginning. 
The contents of the sections from the 
Sth to the 19th and last, is as follows: 
—*“ Something from eternity—Two 
sorts of beings, cogitative and in- 
cogitative—Incogitative being can- 
not produce cogitative—Therefore 
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there has been an eternal Wisdom— 
Whether material or no—Nor ma- 
TERIAL, first, because every particle 
of matter is not cogitative—Second- 
ly, one particle alone of matter can- 
not be cogitative—Thirdly, a sys- 
tem of incogitative matter cannot 
be cogitative—Whether in motion 
or at rest—Matter not co-eternal 
with an eternal mind.” Nowif,in 
addition to what is before the rea- 
der, Locke’s own opinion of what 
he has proved in this chapter is de- 
sirable, it may be found in the con- 
troversy, which all who have read 
his works know that he had with the 
Bishop of Worcester, particularly 
in regard to what the Essay con- 
tains in relation to spirits. In dis- 
cussing that subject, Locke had 
shown that it was in the highest de- 
gree probable, that the human soul 
is immaterial ; but had also said that 
he was not prepared to affirm that 
it was not competent to almighty 
power and wisdom, to endow some 
modification of matter with the ca- 
pacity of thought. We do not pro- 
fess to have here given his very 
words, but it will be seen by the 
following quotations, that we have 
not stated his opinion too strongly 5 
and we hope our readers will re- 
mark how directly he contradicts 
the representation of Mr.J. Having 
given a quotation from Virgil, Locke 
proceeds— 


“TI would not be thought hereby to 
say, that spirit never does signify a purely 
immaterial substance. In that sense the 
scripture, I take it, speaks, when it says, 
God is a spirit; and in that sense I have 
used it; and in that sense I have proved 
from my principles, that there is a spiri- 
tual substance; and am certain that there 
is a spiritual immaterial substance: which 
is, | humbly conceive, a direct answer to 
your lordship’s question in the beginning 
of this argument, viz. How we come to be 
certain that there are spiritual substances, 
supposing this principle to be true, that the 
simple ideas by sensation and reflection 
are the sole matter and foundation of all 
our reasoning? But this hinders not, but 
that if God, that infinite, omnipotent, and 
perfectly immaterial spirit, should please 
to give to a system of very subtile matter, 
sense, and motion, it might, with proprie- 
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ty of speech, be called spirit; though ma- 
teriality were not excluded out of its com- 
plex idea.” 


He then quotes a number of sen- 
tences from the Bishop’s publica- 
tion, ending with these words— 
“ We can have no certainty upon 
these principles, whether we have 
any spiritual substance within us or 
not.”” On this Locke remarks as 
follows: 


“Your lordship, in this paragraph, 
proves, that from what I say, We can have 
no certainty whether we have any spiritual 
substance in us or not. If, by spiritual 
substance, your lordship means an imma- 
terial substance in us, as you speak, I 
grant what your lordship says is true, that 
it cannot, upon these principles, be demon- 
strated. But I must crave leave to say, 
at the same time, that upon these princi- 
ples, it can be proved, to the highest de- 
gree of probability. If, by spiritual sud- 
stance, your lordship means a thinking 
substance, I must dissent from your lord- 
ship, and say, that we can have a certainty, 
upon my principles, that there is a spiritual 
substance in us. In short, my lord, upon 
my principles, i. e. from the idea of think- 
ing, we can have a certainty, that there is a 
thinking substance in us; from hence we 
have a certainty that there is an eternal 
thinking substance. This thinking sub- 
stance, which has been from eternity, I 
have proved to be immaterial. This eter- 
nal, immaterial, thinking substance, has 
put into us a thinking substance, which, 
whether it be a material or immaterial 
substance, cannot be infullibly demon- 
strated from our ideas; though from them 
it may be proved that it is to the highest 
degree probable that it is immaterial.” 


In another part of the same con- 
troversy he says— 

“Perception and knowledge in that 
one eternal Being, where it has its source, 
it is visible, must be essentially inse- 
parable from it; therefore the actual 
want of perception in so great a part of 
the particular parcels of matter, isa pE- 
MONSTRATION that the first Being, from 
whom perception and knowledge is in- 
separable, Is NOT MATTER.” 

Thus it appears that Locke is as 
directly opposed to Mr. J. as one 
writer can be to another. Yet Mr. 
J. “ believes” that he is supported 
in his “creed of materialism” by 
Locke! Is it easy to believe the al- 
legations of a man who believes in 
this manner? 





We have never read the work of 
Tracy, to which Mr. J. refers; and 
of what we have not read we do not 
choose to speak. But we never be- 
fore heard that Stewart was sus- 
pected of being a materialist; nor 
do we believe that a passage can be 
pointed out in all that he has writ- 
ten, that would justify such a suspi- 
cion. Were it necessary, we think 
we could show that “ the belief” of 
Mr. J., as it relates tohim, is as un- 
founded as we have shown it to be 
in reference to Locke. But it is 
not necessary—A man who makes 
such groundless representations as 
he has done, has no claim to be ac- 
credited in matters of this kind. 
And for this reason we shall not 
give ourselves the trouble to say 
more on his quotations from some 
of the early Christian writers, and 
his reference to others, than that we 
believe the quotations to be gar- 
bled, and the allegations to be un- 
founded—perhaps with the excep- 
tion of Tertullian and Origen, both 
of whom, it is well known, mixed 
Christianity with some whimsies of 
their own, of the most exceptionable 
character. If any of our readers are 
disposed to think that we do not 
show sufficient respect to Mr. J., in 
treating his verbal quotations as 
unworthy of credit, we will only re- 
quest them to look at the following 
extract, fairly and fully taken from 
a letter of his to Mr. Gerry—Vol.iv. 
p- 176. Speaking of the party in 
politicks that opposed him and Mr, 
G., he says—“ There was but a sin- 
gle act of my whole administration 
of which that party approved. That 
was the proclamation on the attack 
of the Chesapeake. And when I 
found they approved of it, I con- 
fess I began strongly to apprehend 
Ihad done wrong, and to exclaim 
with the Psalmist, ‘Lord, what 
have I done, that the wicked should 
praise me!’” Yes, reader, he gives 
the marks of quotation, note of ad- 
miration and all; and when we shall 
be shown that this sentence, or any 
thing like it, is in the oulen of the 
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Psalmist, or in any other part of the 
English translation of the Bible, 
then blame us as much as you please, 
for what we have said of Mr. J.’s 
quotations—till then we shall hold 
ourselves guiltless.* 

Mr. J. was probably aware that 
those who hold that there is nothing 
in the universe but matter, have ge- 
nerally been considered and called 
Atheists. He endeavours, therefore, 
to turn the tables on his opponents, 
and brands as schismaticks and 
atheists, all who do not believe in 
materialism—believe that their Ma- 
ker is of the same substance, under 
a different modification, with the 
ground on which they tread! This 
was the system of Spinoza, the ab- 
surdity of which has been triumph- 
antly shown ahundred times. Locke, 
we have seen, says, that, in the chap- 
ter to which we have referred, he 
has given a demonstration of its 
falsehood. 

Of the Trinity.—Nothing but a 
conviction that the publick good re- 
quires that the impiety of these 
papers should be clearly exposed, 
and that any statement in other 
words than those of Mr. J. would be 
questioned, could ever induce us to 
pollute our pages with such a sen- 
tence as the following, in which Mr. 
J. (Vol. iv. p. 360) speaks of the tri- 
une God—* The hocus-pocus and 
phantasm of a God like another 


* We remember to have heard the late 
Rev. Dr. Witherspoon mention the follow- 
ing occurrence, as having taken place in the 
Continental Congress that declared Ameri- 
can Independence. Onan interesting dis- 
cussion, a member began his speech nearly 
in these words:—Mr. President—There 
is an old and good book, which is not read 
as much as it ought to be—I mean the 
Bible, Sir—which says, “* Of two evils we 
should always chouse the least.” The Dr. 
rose hastily and said, Mr. President—The 
gentleman will greatly oblige us, if he will 
refer to chapter and verse. Members of 
Congress since their debates have been 
in publick, have sometimes shown a pitia- 
ble ignorance, and at other times a lament- 
able profaneness, by affecting a familiarity 
with the sacred scriptures, or by grossly 
misapplying them. 
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Cerberus, with one body and three 
heads, had its birth and growth in 
the blood of thousands and thou- 
sands of martyrs.” Horrible! This 
is the very buffoonery of blasphe- 
my. Neither Tom Paine nor Vol- 
taire ever exceeded it. An histo- 
rical falsehood, too, is connected 
with the blasphemy. The sacred 
doctrine which Mr. J. reviles, had 
not its birth in the blood of martyrs, 
nor in any blood—Mosheim, the best 
authority, states expressly, that 
during the three first centuries of 
the Christian church, this doctrine 
was held without dispute or contro- 
versy ; with some variety of opinion 
indeed, as to the mutual relation of 
the three persons in the Godhead 
to each other, but “ without giving 
the least offence.”** The Arian he- 
resy, which sprung up in the fourth 
century, did certainly agitate and 
distract the church most grievously, 
and. for along period; but to say 
that even then, or ever afterward, 
it occasioned “ the blood of thou- 
sands and thousands of martyrs,” 
is going far beyond the truth. 

he stale and groundless objec- 
tion to the doctrine of the Trinity, 
on which Mr. J. constantly harps, 
and which constitutes the whole of 
his argument on the subject, is what 
he calls “ the Athanasian paradox, 
that oneis three and three but one.” 
To which we shall only reply in 
the words of Dr. Witherspoon, in 
his lecture on the Trinity. “ Though 
we say that the Trinity in Unity is 
incomprehensible, or above reason, 
we say nothing that is absurd or 
contrary to reason; so far from it, 
I may say rather it is consonant to 
reason and the analogy of nature, 
that there should be many things in 
the divine nature that we cannot 
fully comprehend. There are many 
“o { things in his providence, and 
surely much more in his essence. 
But when our adversaries are press- 
ed upon this subject, they say some- 
times—it is not an incomprehensi- 


* Church Hist. Vol. i. p. 411. London 
edition. 
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ble mystery that we find fault with, 
but an apparent contradiction, that 
God should be three and one. We 
know very well what numbers are, 
and we know perfectly whatever is 
three cannot be one, or one three— 
But this is owing to great inatten- 
tion or great a We do not 
say there are three Gods, and yet 
one God; three persons and yet 
one person; or that the Divine Be- 
ing 1s three in the same sense and 
respect that he is one; but only that 
there is a distinction, consistent 
with perfect unity of nature.” 

Of the Incarnation.—* The day 
will come, when the mystical gene- 
ration of Jesus, by the Supreme 
Being as his father, in the womb of 
a virgin, will be classed with the 
fable of the generation of Minerva 
in the brain of Jupiter.” (Vol. iv. p. 
365.) Is the reader shocked and 
disgusted by this quotation, almost 
beyond endurance? So are we; 
and we repeat that this abominably 
impious ribaldry should not have 
defiled our pages, if we had not 
felt it to be an imperious duty, 
to let our readers know what a de- 
testable work is widely circulated 
in the United States, and to our 
disgrace, in Britain also. Yes, truly 
the day has come, when the sacred 
doctrine of the incarnation of the 


Son of God, our blessed Saviour, is 
classed with one of the .most con- 
temptible fables of the heathen my- 
thology; and this in a letter from 
Thomas Jefferson to John Adams— 
printed and distributed largely in 
the country of which they were, in 
succession, the chief magistrates. 
But we have no fear that the da 
will ever come, in which this horri- 
fying blasphemy will become popu- 
te ta hiner iseng other Christian 
land. Butwe know—and the thought 
is awful—that the day will assured- 
ly come, when “the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven, with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who 
shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of his power, 
when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints, and to be admired in 
all them that believe——and to exe- 
cute judgment upon all, and to con- 
vince all that are ungodly among 
them, of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly commit- 
ted, and of all their hard speeches, 
which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.” 
(To be continued.) 
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Lightning Rods before Franklin.—The 
fullowing curious paragraph is from the 
London Monthly Review. An iron con- 
ductor raised in the air from any build- 
ing, without an immediate connexion 
with the ground, would not only be a 
very anphilosophical lightning rod, but 
would, in this country, almost inevitably 
secure the destruction of the building to 
which it should be attached. How a 
pointed halbert could receive a spark from 
such an instrument we cannot explain. 
Whenever a nation or an individual suc- 
ceeds in making a great and useful disco- 
very of any kind, there is a wonderful 
tendency in the human mind to reduce 
the merit of it, as low as possible, or to 
destroy it altogether. 


** It is curious to find that the conductor 
or lightning rod, which so many men of 
genius, learning, and ingenuity, have 
been at the pains to complete—which in 
fact has been always regarded as one of 
the proudest trophies of science—was 
known and employed by a people of no 
more refined cultivation than the wild 
peasantry of Lombardy, The Abbe Ber- 
thollet, in his work on the Electricity of 
Meteors, describes a practice used on one 
of the bastions of the Castle of Duino, on 
the shores of the Adriatick, which has ex- 
isted from time immemorial, and which is 
literally neither more nor less than the 
process that enabled Franklin to bring 
down lightning from the clouds. An iron 
staff, it seems, was erected on the bastion 
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of this castle during the summer, and it 
was part of the duty of the sentinel, 
whenever a storm threatened, to raise an 
iron pointed halbert towards this staff. If, 
upon the approach of the halbert, sparks 
were emitted (which, to the scientifick 
mind, would show that the staff was 
charged with electricity from a thunder 
cloud,) then the sentinel made sure that 
a storm impended, and he tolled a bell 
which sent forth the tidings of danger to 
the surrounding country. Nothing can 
be more ap page amiable than the pa- 
ternal care of its subjects, which this in- 
teresting provision of the local govern- 
ment exemplified. The admonishing 
sound of the bell was obeyed like a pre- 
ternatural — from the depths of the 
firmament; shepherds were seen hurry- 
ing over the valleys, urging their flocks 
from the exposed fields to places of shel- 
ter. The fishing boats, with which the 
coast of the Adriatick was generally stud- 
ded, forthwith began to crowd sail and 
make for the nearest port, whilst many a 
supplication was put up from many a 
gentle and devout heart on shore, before 
some hallowed shrine, for the safety of 
the little fleet.” 


New England Glass Bottle Company.— 
The works of this company are located 
in East Cambridge, near the Charles 
river, and between Cragie’s and Cam- 
bridge bridges. They employ about 80 
men and boys, and about a dozen girls, 
who turn out daily, about 25 groce Rover 
3000) bottles. The yearly sales amount 
to $75,000 dollars. The girls ure em- 
ployed in —— with willow the car- 
boys, demijohns, &c. One of the most 
curious operations in the establishment is 
that of the formation of the pots, in which 
the materials for the glass are melted. It 
is necessary that they should be capable 
of sustaining an immense degree of heat. 
They are therefore composed of burnt 
and fresh clay, ground together, and 
then placed in bins, where three men are 
employed for the space of three months 
in treading, with their bare feet, a suffi- 
ciency for three pots. The feet give the 
amount of heat and friction which is ne- 
cessary to knead the mortar. The pots 
are then fashioned of sufficient size to 
hold three or four barrels, and are re- 
moved from place to place, the heat of 
them gradually increasing, till it is raised 
to the heat of the furnace, when they are 
instantly thrust into the furnace. The 
heat thus gradually communicated to 
them they are capable of sustaining for 
four weeks, when, burnt out, they must 
be removed to give place to others. Al- 
lowing all the pots to be good, the cost 
of that single article is over $1200 a year. 
The heat is communicated by an air fur- 
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nace, which consumes 150 bushels of Vir- 
ginia coal daily. The furnace is kept 
heated all the time, as, if it were permit- 
ted to cool down, an expense of $2500 
would be necessary to raise it again. 


A letter from Tiflis, announces the as- 
sassination of Dr. Schulz, Professor of the 
University of Giessen, who had been sent 
out at the expense of the King of France, 
to visit Asiatick Turkey and Persia for sci- 
entifick and literary purposes. Two ser- 
vants, a soldier, and a Persian sergeant, 
who accompanied the unfortunate travel- 
ler, were likewise assassinated, 


STONEHENGE, 


In our last number we gave an ac- 
count of Stonehenge. The preceding 
sketch will give a pretty correct idea of 
the position of the stones which form the 


work. It consists of two circles and two 
ovals. At the upper part of the small 
oval, there is a flat stone, supposed to 
have been the altar, on which human sa- 
crifices were immolated. The large oval 
is formed of the five trilithons—but the 
horizontal stones on the tops, as well as 
those on the top of the exterior circle, 
as they could not be easily represented, 
must be supplied by the imagination. 
The precise number of stones in the 
whole structure it was thought unneces- 
sary to preserve. 


Sir Gilbert Blane, with the sanction of 
the lords of the Admiralty, has founded a 
prize medal for the best journal kept by 
the surgeons of his Majesty’s Navy. 


The new edition of the Waverley 
Novels states, that the model of the Co- 
lonel in Waverley’s regiment was Colo- 
nel Gardiner. We wish that novelists 
and play-wrights would keep to their own 
fictions. 
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Extracts of a Letter dated June 1, 1829, 
but closed the 15th of August following ; 
Jrom Miss Ogden, Missionary at the 
Sandwich Islands, to a friend in New 
Jersey. 


Kauai, June 1, 1829. 


In my last, I believe, it was mentioned 
that I had commenced teaching a school. 
With my limited knowledge of the lan- 
guage, it was at first no easy task. But 
as | have gained considerably in that re- 
spect, it has now become both easy and 
pleasant. Since my commencement, I 
have instructed three different sets of 
scholars, seventeen at one time, twenty- 
six at another, and twenty at athird. The 
most of these learned to write a legible 
hand, and a few of them to add, subtract, 
and multiply, readily and correctly. I 
have just commenced my fourth set, part 
of whom are writers and part at arithme- 
tick. This, together with a Sabbath school 
which I attend, the study of the language, 
writing to my friends, and a variety of 
other matters, fill up every vacant portion 
of time, and leave but little for depres- 
sion of spirits. I sometimes read over 
your kind letter, in which you recom- 
mend a prescription from Solomon,* and 
think it has done me. good. And why 
should I feel depressed? True, I am 
widely separated from those who will 
ever remain most dear to my heart, placed 
in circumstances of trial, surrounded by 
scenes of misery and degradation, with 
very little society except these rude un- 
polished heathen. Yet the Lord has given 
me the desire of my heart, granted me 
the privilege of labouring for Him, in 
these ends of the earth; and has so far 
given me favour in the eyes of the people, 
that they attend regularly on my instruc- 
tions, and appear to consider it a privi- 
lége to be admitted into the school. As 
it respects encouragément to labour, I 
can say that the lines have fallen to me in 
a pleasant place. O that I may, by Di- 
vine grace, be enabled to be faithful to 
my charge, and labour diligently in the 
station to which I trust I have been di- 
rected, by Him who fixes the bounds of 
our habitation. 

My school house is situated about a 
quarter of a mile from our dwelling. It 
is a large building; the floor is composed 
of small pebbles or gravel, and over these 
are laid mats, made of rushes. The surf 





* Prov. c. 17. v. 22, 
Vor. VITI—Ch. Adv. 


boards, formerly used by the natives for 
sporting in the surf, are a substitute for 
writing desks. As you have read Mr. 
Stewart’s description of the manner of 
using them, it will be unnecessary for 
me to repeat it. You will doubtless allow 
that they are now put to a much better 
use. 

Of the moral condition of this people 
it may still be said that thick darkness 
covers them; yet we trust, these mists of 
ignorance, degradation and guilt, are gra- 
dually giving way, before the cheering 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness. At 
present, there is an unusual attention to 
the outward means of grace. Large 
crowds of attentive hearers come every 
Sabbath to the church, and there are 
several meetings in the course of the 
week, which are also crowded. Some 
are asking the important question, “What 
shall we do to be saved?” Kaavaloa and 
Kailua are at this time experiencing a sea- 
son of refreshing; and at all the stations 
there is an increasing attention to the 
preached word. We are indulging the 
hope that the Spirit of the Lord is about 
to descend in regenerating influences. 
O that these hopes may be abundantly 
realized! A day of fasting and prayer has 
been observed by us at this station, for a 
revival of the Lord’s work here. We 
have felt some encouragement, from the 
fact that some of the native members ap- 
pear to be aroused. We are informed 
that the young king appears better than 
he did, and is much more attentive to in- 
struction. Should he become a good 
Christian, and exert a good influence 
when the government is put into his 
hands, it will no doubt be attended with 
most happy effects. I trust the many 
prayers that are offered for him will not 
be in vain. 

Mr. Green sailed some months since for 
the north-west coast, for the purpose of 
learning what can be done, towards es- 
tablishing a missionary station there. We 
are anxiously expecting his return, It 
will be very desirable to have a station 
there, both on account of the inhabitants, 
and because it may prove a refuge for in- 
valids from these islands. It has been 
suggested that a part of the missionaries 
go from these stations, and that others be 
sent out to supply their places. 

* . * * 

June 8th.—Since writing the above, 
there has been an arrival from Honolulu, 
which brings pleasing intelligence from 
that station. Crowds are every day com- 
ing c be instructed in the word of God 

2 





202 Religious Intelligence. 


and asking what they shall do to be 
saved! This is sweetly encouraging. If 
the Lord is about to revive his work, I 
trust we shall be prepared for the 
blessing. 

Yesterday was our communion season. 
None were admitted to the church; we 
have however reason to hope that some 
are nearthe kingdom. One of my Sun- 
day scholars has, withina short time, pren 
evidences of having passed from death 
unto life; but it is not thought best to bein 
haste about their admission. There are 
two others belonging to the school, who 


appear to be in an interesting state of. 


mind. O that it may not prove “as the 
morning cloud!” It isan encouraging fact, 
that the one first mentioned was formerly 
one of the basest, and has been more than 
once dismissed from the prayer meeting, 
because she would not keep herself suffi- 
ciently decent in her person to be per- 
mitted to come. There is now a great 
change in her external appearance, and 
she is always one of the first at school, 
and at the meetings. 

We have here five native females, 
(two of them chief women) who, without 
any hesitation, lead in the devotions of a 
large female prayer meeting. O it would 
do your hearts good, could you hear 
these dear disciples of Christ, affection- 
ately and earnestly urging their friends 
to flee from the wrath to come. 

By this arrival my heart has been glad- 
dened by a packet of letters, papers, and 
a present of some books, from my Phila- 
delphia friends. 1 have heard that a 

acket has been sent from Woodbury, 
But they have not yet arrived. 
. * * 


The whole of the gospel of Luke is 
printed in the language, and we expect 
shortly to have the Acts. Mr. Richards 
has gone to Honolulu, to superintend the 
printing of the latter. After that, Gene- 
sis is to be printed. It is really gratifying 
to see with what avidity the books are 
sought for by the natives. They are will- 
ing to perform almost any labour to ob- 
tain them.—And now, my dear friends, 
what more shallI say? Shall l urge you 
to remember me and my beloved associ- 
ates? This I need not do, being per- 
suaded that your prayers ascend to our 
Father’s mercy seat, for our success and 


prosperity. : 2 

Honolulu, July 16th.—We arrived here 
the 22d of June, and found that we had 
come in season to render timely aid to 
some of our friends here, who were sick, 
Mr. Richards and Mrs. Sheppard were 
both ill; in consequence of which the 
press was idle. Mrs. Gulick, who accom- 
panied me hither, took charge of Mrs. S. 
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that her husband might pay some atten- 
tion to the printing for afew days. He 
also was taken ill, but is now restored, 
as is Mr. R. also, at least so far that the 
printing again progresses, 

On the Sd of July, the new church re- 
cently erected here was dedicated to the 
service of God. It is a large native build- 
ing, supposed capable of containing about 
four thousand people, very neatly built, 
the floor covered with mats, and the pul- 
pit superior to any thing I ever expected 
to see at these islands. It is made of a 
dark coloured wood, varnished, and in 
the modern style of pulpits in America; 
with cushions of scarlet silk velvet, and 
hangings of scarlet damask, presented by 
the chiefs. The chiefs from all the dif- 
ferent stations had assembled on this in- 
teresting occasion, and occupied a space 
on the left side and front of the pulpit, 
The mission family on the right. The 
king and princess, were seated on a sofa 
covered with scarlet damask, immediately 
fronting the congregation. After the 
former had made an address to the peo- 
ple, Mr. Gulick opened the exercises by 
reading a translation of the 100th Psalm, 
which was sung by a choir composed of 
the mission family, the king, princes, and 
their attendants, accompanied with the 
bass viol by Mr, Bingham. The latter 
then offered the dedicatory prayer, and 
preached from Psalm 132, verse 12th to 
15th—concluded with prayer, and singing 
a translation of the Ist Psalm. ‘The 
preeren then made an address, and her 

rother, much to our surprise, offered a 
prayer, in which he made a publick and 
solemn surrender of himself and kingdom 
to the King of kings. This bold and de- 
cided stand, taken by these young rulers, 
has greatly encouraged us; though we 
rejoice with trembling, knowing that the 
enemy will strive more than ever, to draw 
the prince away, But I trust the many 
prayers that are daily offered for him, 
will be heard by Him in whose hand the 
heart of the king is. On the 4th of July, 
American Independence was celebrated 
here by the foreign residents. The king, 
princess and chiefé were invited to the 
dinner. We felt much anxiety on ac- 
count of the first mentioned; but we re- 
joice to find that he firmly resisted every 
temptation to do any thing inconsistent 
with the transactions of the preceding 
day, and retired in season to fulfil.an ap- 
pointment to take tea at the mission 
house, with the chiefs and members of the 
mission. 

On the 6th, the Lord’s Supper was ce- 
lebrated: twelve new members were ad- 
mitted, and fifteen more propounded. 

P.S, Aug. 15th.—l have accepted an 
invitation from Mr. and Mrs, Richards, to 
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accompany them to Lahaina. The prin- 
cess is desirous that one of the single la- 
dies shall be located there. Lahaina is a 
pleasant station. We expect to sail on 
the 20th. My next will probably be dated 
from that place. 


i 


The correspondent of Miss Ogden, to 
whom we were indebted for the letter 
from her contained in our last number, 
has obligingly furnished us with a second, 
for which we return our thanks. In the 
mean time, another correspondent of Miss 
O. had sent us the preceding. Both let- 
ters relate to a part of the same period of 
time; but as the one we have inserted 
contains more facts, and extends toa later 
period than the other, we have published 
it in full, and shall add such parts from 
the other as contain seme particulars 
either wholly omitted, or not so particu- 
larly narrated, in the above. What re- 
lates to Miss O.’s hopeful convert, and to 
the wretched Boki, will interest all our 
readers. 


Kauai, June 10th, 1829. 
Dear, dear K. 

In my last I mentioned that one of my 
scholars was in an interesting state of 
mind—lI rejoice to tell you that she now, 
to appearance, gives evidence of a change 
of heart. She has come regularly every 
day to some one of the mission family, to 
be instructed in the word of God, and 
converse on the stateof her soul, ‘There 
are two others connected with the school, 
who appear to be seriously inquiring. 
Their convictions do not appear so deep 
as hers, yet I trust that the Spirit of the 
Lord is operating on their hearts, What 
is a very encouraging fact, the one first 
mentioned, who was formerly one of the 
most degraded of her race, and had been 
dismissed from the prayer meeting more 
than once, because she would not keep 
herself sufficiently decent, is now quite 
the reverse, clean and neat in her outward 
appearance, and is always first at the 
school and religious meetings. I was sit- 
ting in my room one day, when this (I 
think I may now call her such) dear dis- 
ciple of Christ came in, and sat down be- 
side me. With eyes swimming in tears, 
she said that her “ heart was full of love 
to the Saviour, to the Missionaries, and to 
America.” lLasked her “ Why she loved 
the Saviour?” She said, “ Because he had 
died for sinners.” I then asked her * Why 
she loved the Missionaries and America?” 
She replied, “I love the Missionaries, be- 
cause they have come to teach us the 
good way; and I love America, because 
they have the good word there, and have 
sentittous.” * . ° ° : 


Oh how often on the Sabbath, for 
months after my arrival, didI weep, when 
I remembered Zion—travelling twice a 
day some distance over rocks, in the 
burning sun, and not understanding one 
word of the sermon. After I gotso that I 
could comprehend a few detached sen- 
tences, I felt like one that had founda 
treasure. I can now understand the most 
of what is said, and can write and con- 
verse, though in a broken manner. Upon 
the whole, | feel more encouraged in this 
respect. 

June 17th.—As I have not yet had an 
opportunity of sending my packet, I can 
say a few words more to my dear friends. 
I am now busily engaged preparing to 
sail to Honolulu, where I shall probably 
remain some months. The interesting 
native before mentioned, is sitting by my 
side in tears, and tells me to give “ Nui 
joa Aloha no arkani ma America,” a great 
deal of love to my American friends. 

I am going to leave this peaceful sta- 
tion, for one of hurry, bustle, and confu- 
sion, and perhaps of war. We have re- 
cently received intelligence that Boki has 
been treating the young princess, who has 
lately se there, ina very rough unbe- 
coming manner, demanding permission 
of her to kill Kaahumanu, and threatening 
her with force to marry her brother. The 
brethren think that he is ripe for any 
wickedness, We know not how it will 
terminate, but our trust is in the Lord. 

Honolulu, June 25.—We embarked for 
this place on Saturday evening, and ar- 
rived on Monday afternoon. I suffered 
extremely from sea sickness, and was so 
exhausted that I could not have reached 
the mission-house, which is about half a 
mile from the place of landing, had we 
not, by the kind attention of Mr. Bing- 
ham, been furnished with a conveyance. 

I have been greatly refreshed by meet- 
ing the dear brethren and sisters, particu- 
larly my dear Maria (Mrs. Chamberlain), 
We found Mrs. Shepherd ill, Mrs. Green’s 
child not expected to live, Mr. Richards 
indisposed, and the situation of all such as 
to render assistance necessary ; and I trust 
we have been directed here by a kind 
Providence, for the purpose of affording 
them some relief. But oh, what a bustling 
place it is! All the chiefs are assembling, 
to be present at the dedication of the 
church. They are frequently calling, and 
already I begin to sich for my pleasant 
seasons of retirement, among the silent 
rocks of Kauai. However, I sometimes 
make my escape to the garret of the print- 
ing office, where I am now seated on a 
tea chest, with my writing desk on ano- 
ther, scribbling away to you. I have had 
the pleasure of spending one evening 
with the princess and her train, at Mr, 
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Bingham’s. She isa fine interesting girl, 
and has some of the handsomest females 
in her train that I have ever seen. 


—_E 


BUENOS AYRES. 

Etract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Tor- 
rey, of Buenos Ayres, toa friend in this 
city, 

Buenos Ayres, Jan. 4th, 1830. 

For yours of September 21, per Capt. 
Crosby, I give you my most sincere thanks; 
and am desired, by your former associates 
in the Sabbath school, to add theirs, for 
the kind interest you have taken in sup- 
plying our wants in that department—as- 
suring you of their kind and affectionate 
remembrance of you, and earnest desires 
for your happiness, and continued useful- 
ness in our master’s service. With the 
flag* you have sent I am much pleased, 
though having had it only one Sabbath, 
and that our communion, I have not yet 
been able to make any use of it. Will you 
have the goodness to give my thanks to 
all to whom they are due, for aiding you 
in this labour of love, in behalf of the ma- 
riners here. 

The connected history of our church 
since you left, which you wish, is given in 
few words. 

The church, when organized, in No- 
vember, 1827, contained 13 members. 
From this time till the end of 1828 were 
added 9 by examination, and 5 by letter. 
During the year 1829, 3 were added by 
examination, and 6 by letter—total, 18. 
During 1828, one member left Buenos 
Ayres (yourself); in 1829 2 died, 5 left 
Buenos Ayres, and 4 were dismissed, 
making a total diminution of 12, and dimi- 
nution for the year 1829, above the in- 





* A Bethel flag, for the use of the sea- 
men in the port of Buenos Ayres. 
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crease, of 7 members. At the end of 1828, 
the number of members was 26; at the 
end of 1829 it was 19. The unfavourable 
results of the last year are not, I think, to 
be considered as indicating any permanent 
ground for discouragement. It was pass- 
ed almost wholly in the agitation of civil 
war, and much of it in constant alarm. 
The pressure of pecuniary difficulties, be- 
sides obliging many to leave the city, en- 
grossed the attention and absorbed the 
thoughts of many others. All these evils 
were aggravated by the efforts of a few 
interested persons, unfriendly to our 
church, to excite prejudice against it, and 
draw away the attendants, The same 
causes which have operated unfavourably, 
during the past year, on the church and 
congregation, have operated to some ex- 
tent, in the same manner, on the Sunday 
school. The average attendanee has been 
less, by nearly one-fourth, than in 1828; 
a considerable part of this, however, is to 
be ascribed to the leaving town, by so 
many families whose children attended. 
In part, also, it is the result of the same 
general causes which have diminished the 
attendance, in most of the day schools in 
the city—a state of alarm and depressed 
business. 

It may not be uninteresting to state, 
that in addition to Mr. Torrey’s preaching 
twice on the Sabbath in the chapel, and 
superintending the Sabbath school, he 
performs a service, at 9 o’clock ia the 
morning, on board such vessels as may 
be in port; and as the smaller vessels can- 
not get within three or four miles of the 
shore, and the larger ones not within six 
or eight, it became necessary that a flag 
should be procured, which might be seen 
and recognised by those on board the dif- 
ferent vessels, The one sent was between 
6 and 7 yards long, and between 4 and 5 
yards wide. 











Diew of Publich Affairs. 


EUROPE. 

We have repeatedly noticed the intensity of the cold in Europe during the last 
winter. Itseffects in France are thus described, in one of the late French journals— 
From the 22d to the 24th of January, the snow covered the earth, and the cold was 
so intense, that many proprietors lost a great part of their wines; in freezing it broke 
the barrels and the bottles in which it was contained. In the country the flocks pe- 
rished for want of food, and also for want of water; the trunks of the greater part of 
the oaks have broken with much noise, and the owners of cork trees, which until the 
present time had no other scourge to dread than the caterpillar, or bombdis dispar, 
tremble now at the frost, which to them is more fatal. The birds fall dead from in- 
undation and cold; in the Commune of St. Seindra, there were found forty corpses 
on the wall, where they had come to repose on the terrible night from the 27th tothe 
28th of December. The heaths are covered with an innumerable quantity of geese 
and wild ducks, who allow any body to ane: them; and the merchants are sup- 
plied with a quantity of game, hares, rabbits, and birds of every kind so abundantly, 
that they sell ata low price, The game is so frozen that it seems to have been pre- 
pared to ornament cabinets of natural history. 
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Barrain.—The British parliament was opened by commission on the 4th of Febru- 
ary. The king’s speech states, that his Majesty receives from all Foreign Powers as- 
surances of their desire to maintain the most friendly relations with Britain; that he 
has seen with satisfaction the conclusion of the war between Russia and the Ottoman 
Porte; that his efforts have been unremitted to accomplish the main objects of the 
treaty of July 6th, 1827 [relative to Greece]. That he has, in concert with his allies, 
taken measures for the final settlement of Greece, which in due time he will commu- 
nicate to Parliament, with an account of the course he has pursued in all the transac. 
tions relative to this subject; that he laments there is no prospect of a speedy recon- 
ciliation between the competitors for the crown of Portugal; that he has not yet seen 
it proper to re-establish diplomatick relations with Portugal, which he regrets because 
it is productive of many inconveniences. He tells the Commons that the estimates 
for the year have been made on strictly economical principles; and that he will be 
able to make a considerable reduction in the publick expenditure; that although the 
national income of the last year has not equalled the estimate, yet it is not such as to 
cause any doubt of the future prosperity of the revenue. He informs the Lords and 
Commons that his attention has been lately directed to the making of improvements 
in the general administration of law, some of which are specified; that he is sure par- 
liament will give its best attention to subjects of such deep and lasting concern to the 
well-being of the people; that the export of the last year of British produce and ma- 
nufactures has exceeded that of any former year; that he deeply laments, notwith- 
standing, that distress does prevail in some parts of the kingdom, which he would 
gladly propose measures to relieve, but cautions parliament against doing any thing 
to remove present embarrassment, not compatible with the general and permanent 
interests of the people—and thinks that unfavourable seasons, and other causes beyond 
the power of legislative remedy, have occasioned a considerable part of the distress; 
above all, ke is convinced that parliament will do nothing, in attempting present relief, 
that would violate the publick faith, and injure publick credit—necessary to uphold 
the high character and the permanent welfare of the country. Such are the items of 
the royal speech, which we give in so much detail, because they present a view of 
some facts not before authenticated, and the general purposes and wishes of the go- 
vernment. The address in reply, as usual, was an echo of the speech. Yet both in 
the Lords and Commons, motions were made to state in their address, that the amount 
of distress in the country was far greater than was admitted in the speech; and that 
immediate and effectual measures ought to be taken for its relief. These motions 
were lost—yet in the Commons, the minority was unusually large. Mr. Peel, in a 
reply to an inquiry from Mr. Huskisson, said that a communication had been received 
from the minister of the United States, relative to the commercial relations of the two 
countries, which was not yet decided on. He also declared his high approbation of 
president Jackson’s expressions of amity and friendship towards Britain, and said that 
he “hoped all the future competition between the two countries, would be that of 
industry, peace, and civilization.” It is expected that the reduction of the publick 
expenditure will amount to 800,000, and that it will fall principally on the army. 
The most important concern that had come before parliament, related to the East 
India Company. A simultaneous motion was made in the Lords and Commons on 
the 9th of February, for a committee to inquire into the affairs of that company—It 
was made in both houses by the friends of the administration, and the friends of free 
trade had sanguine hopes that the Company’s monopoly weuld be entirely abolished. 
This probably will not be fully realized, but it is not unlikely that a free trade to 
China will be granted. The Duke of Wellington has declared in the House of Lords, 
that if it were necessary, Britain could engage in war, more promptly and more effi- 
ciently at present, than at any former period. Mr. Peel had declared in parliament 
that the ministry would in any event pursue a system of rigid neutrality, in any con- 
troversy between Spain and her former American colonies, The cotton market was 
dull, with some decline in price, but the corn market was improved. Lord Graves, 
one of the lords of his Majesty’s bed chamber, committed suicide on the 8th of Feb., 
in a fit of delirium. It appears to be fully believed, both in London and Paris, that 
Prince Leopold will be the sovereign of Greece, but without the title of king—There 
are 27,000 Jews in the United Kingdom—18,000 in London and its vicinity, and 9000 
in other parts of the country. 

France.—The Journal du Commerce says, “ we are enabled to announce from the 
most authentick information, that the expedition against Algiers was decided in the 
council which was held yesterday—25,000 men are destined for the expedition, to 
commence in May.” The Pacha of Egypt is expected to take a part in the expedi- 
tion. An official notice has been published in Paris, that the blockade of Algiers by 
French vessels of war has not been raised, and that it extends to the four ports of 
Bona, Bunger, Algiers and Oran. The military conscription, introduced by Buona. 
parte, and which ceased for a while after his fall, has been revived, and now exists in 
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France. By a late order, signed by the king and countersigned by the minister of 
war, 60,000 young men of the class of 1829 are to be called on for military service. 
The conscription is formed by lots, drawn by all the young men who have passed 
their 20th year; and it is very difficult to obtain a substitute. A report was preva- 
lent in Paris, that Prince Leopold was soon to be in that city, to espouse a daughter of 
the Duke of Orleans. The king of France, much to his credit, has given costly gold 
medals to two men, who rescued his Vice Consul at the Helder, from a watery grave. 
He fell into a canal, and a sailmaker plunged in and brought him, apparently life- 
less, to the shore; and with the aid of a physician, after five hours of vigorous effort, 
brought again into action the vital principle, This is more worthy of publick notice 
and honourable record, than all the duels that were ever fought. The French Cham- 
bers were expected to convene in March. 

Srarn.~——Mr. Van Ness, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, from our 
government to the court of Madrid, presented his credentials to the king on the 9th 
of December last. In many parts of Spain the country seems to be actually subject 
to banditti. ‘There is no safety in travelling, and robberies are innumerable. We 
extract the following from a late English paper—* It is not customary to publish any 
account of the robberies which occur almost daily. But to show their frequency, and 
the boldness with which they are undertaken, it is enough to mention, that the dili- 
gence from Madrid to Barcelona, though escorted by several soldiers, was robbed at 
least ten times in the course of last year. The mail-coach from Madrid to Bayonne 
met with the same treatment, either four or five times; the robbery being, in more 
than one instance, accompanied by the death or wounding of the postillions. 

Portueat.—The queen dowager of Portugal, mother of Don Miguel, died on the 
7th of January, and was buried on the 10th. It was rumoured that in consequence of 
this death there would be a change of ministry—Some change of measures was confi- 
dently expected. Don Miguel and his advisers appear to have been greatly alarmed, 
by the determination of Don Pedro to dispute by arms his right to the crown. An 
amnesty was looked for, and great efforts to propitiate England. Among others who 
attended a grand drawing room, to compliment his majesty, and who had the honour 
of kissing his hand, we mark, with regret, the name of “ Mr. Thomas L. L. Brent, 
charge d’affaires of North America.” 

Grerce.—A late French paper contains the following article: “ A Greek commis- 
sion has been appointed to hear Turkish claims; and a ‘Turkish commission was ex- 
pected at Napoli. It is hoped that Candia may be included in Greece. The winter 
was very severe also in Greece. ‘The accounts from Greece itself are unfavourable to 
the public tranquillity, and Count Capo d’Istrias finds it difficult to assert his authori- 
ty. The Porte is hence confirmed in its notion, that the allies will see that Greece is 
not ripe for independence, and must remain subject tothe Sultan. Ever since a — 
of Greece had been spoken of, every body at Poros considered themselves relieve 
from all obligation to obey the President. The Romeliots mutinied, and the French 
troops (2000) were obliged to reland to maintain order in the Morea.” We fear there 
is too much truth in the foregoing statement, but we do not believe the allied powers 
will listen to any such proposition as is mentioned from the Sultan. Greece proba- 
bly will have a foreign prince as its sovereign, but be otherwise independent. The 
Duke of Wellington however, said lately in Parliament, that the treaty of the allies 
left Candia to the Turks. 

Rvuss1a.—The Emperor Nicholas has recovered from his late illness. An article 
under the head of St. Petersburgh, of Jan. 6th, says—On the Slst of December, his 
Majesty the Emperor was pleased, for the first time since the recovery of his health, 
to which the interests of so many millions of men are attached, to be present at the 
parade of the battalion of the Ismailow Regiment of the Guards, in the drill hour. His 
Majesty was welcomed with loud huzzas, which he, greatly affected, in vain endea- 
voured to check by waving his hand. A large Russian force still remains in Turkey. 
A letter from a British officer cruising in the Black Sea, dated at Constantinople, De- 
cember 10th, says—“ Varna is a low flat place, pretty well fortified in the modern 
style with flanks and bastions, but nothing considerable. The Russians are still here. 
An army is encamped all round about. From three to five feet of snow is on the ground. 
They are in a most miserable condition; since the first of January last, they have lost 
by plague 12,600 men.” ; 

Turxrr.—What is said under our article Greece, as to the views of the Sultan, re- 
ceives countenance from the following intelligence from Constantinople, of the date 
of Jan. 6th.—* Profound silence still prevails respecting the negotiations relative to 
Greece; and there is more apprehension of further difficulties on the part of the 
Porte, as it really seems its intention of evading, by some plausible means, the fulfil- 
ment of the conditions of the late treaty, and has with this view sent an extraordinary 
embassy to St. Petersburgh.” The Blonde frigate, Captain Lyons, returned to Con- 
stantinople on the 8th October, having landed about 300 Russian officers and men, 
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who were made prisoners by the Turks, at Odessa. ‘The Blonde visited Varna, Bour- 
gas, and the Sebastopol; at the latter port, the Russian fleet was preparing to lay up 
for the winter. Each ship was made fast to a wharf, on which is a receptacle for her 
stores. ‘The weather in the Black Sea was particularly tempestuous, and the cold in- 
tense; the mercury being frequently thirteen degrees below the freezing point. We 
stated last month, that on the retiring of the Russian army from Adrianople, several 
Christian families accompanied the troops, with the intention of settling in Russia, and 
that the greatest alarm and agitation prevailed throughout the whole of Roumelia, It 
now appears that the Sultan, fearful of being deprived of a large number of his best 
and most useful subjects, has published a Hatti Sheriff, giving them the most explicit 
and solemn assurances, that they have nothing to fear in consequence of any part they 
may have taken in the last war, and inviting them to return, and to pursue their seve- 
ral occupations without any concern, pledging himself for their protection and safety. 
He says—*“ The Rayas [farmers and men of business] throughout the whole extent of 
my empire, are a good entrusted by God to my sovereign keeping.”—The principal 
magazine at Choumla was, by an accident, lately exploded. It destroyed the stone 
building in which were 68,000 cartridges, and 2,000 barrels of gunpowder. Forty field 
pieces were broken and rendered useless, and forty-eight artillerymen were killed. 
A magazine of 10,000 sacks of corn, and a great quantity of other provisions, were, it 
is also said, destroyed. Bombs, grenades, &c. flew about with such frequency, that no 
one ventured to attempt to extinguish the fire. As the bombs flew over the town in 
all directions, the cause of which was not immediately known, a cry was raised by the 
troops and inhabitants, that the Russians were storming the town, and the Grand 
Vizir, who was present, had much difficulty to restore order. Had this occurrence 
taken place while Choumla was besieged, it might have been stormed in reality and 
with success. 
ASIA. 

A report is again in circulation, that proposals for the cession of Palestine have been 
made to the Porte; that the English ambassador has undertaken the negotiation in 
the name of a Jewish house; and that the Ottoman ministry is not indisposed to enter 
into an arrangement. A gale of wind, of unusual violence and duration, occurred at 
Canton, on the 8th and 9th of August last. Reports state, that from two to three hun- 
dred Junks, and other vessels of various sizes, were lost in this gale. Among many 
deaths, that of a Mr. Forbes, a British agent of distinction, is mentioned as much re- 
gretted— He was lost in attempting to afford relief to others—Two insurrections have 
recently taken place against the British government in the East—One in hither India, 
and the other among the Burmese—But both were speedily subdued. Twelve of the 
India insurgents were executed; and the leader of the Burmese was assassinated by 
his own countrymen, and order immediately restored. 


AFRICA. 


The French paper entitled the Moniteur, contains a letter, said to be addressed to 
the editor by M. Jomard, which gives some very interesting details of changes which 
the Viceroy of Egypt has introduced in this country, which he governs in the name cf 
the Sultan. If this statement is to be relied on, and it seems to be authentick, Maho- 
medanism is likely soon to lose more by the light of science, than it has lately lost 
by the triumph of the Russian arms. We think this communication so important, that 
we shall give it entire. The letter is as follows—* The provinces have been divided 
into departments, into arrondissements and sub-arrondissements, provincial assemblies 
are established. A central assembly, or general divan, composed of deputies from all 
the provinces, to the number of more than two hundred members, is to meet in the 
capital. Some thirty officers, civil and military, attached to the actual administration, 
are to form part of this divan. The Viceroy will submit to questions, of what nature 
soever they may be. The sittings of the Assembly are publick. The sending of 
young men to France, in order that they may be instructed in the different sciences— 
in jurisprudence, and in the useful arts—has not been discontinued. Six Egyptians 
have been sent to Toulon to learn the art of building ships of war. The younger 
brother of Noureddin Bey, a Major General in the service of the Pacha, and four new 
pupils, who are to apply themselves to the study of mechanics and various manufac. 
tures, have been sent to Paris. Recently, thirty-four scholars, from the age of eight 
to fifteen, have arrived at Marseilles; they are destined for the study of hydraulicks, 
that of naval architecture, and fifteen other branches of mechanism. Thirty other 
pupils are to follow them. In fine, 115 other individuals, for similar purposes, are to 
arrive in France, independently of those young Egyptians who are to prosecute their 
studies in England. To finish the picture of these innovations, which are casting their 
light over Egypt, we must not omit to add, that there is now printed in that country 
a periodical publication. The title of this journal is The Vews of Egypt, and it is in- 
scribed on a pyramid, from behind which the rising sun is seen to shed its rays.” 

Another article says—“ The newspaper established by authority of Mahomet Pacha, 
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is printed at Boulac, near Cairo, and contains a report of all publick transactions of 
importance, in particular of the Central Assembly or Parliament.’” 


AMERICA. 

Buenos Arnes.—This republick, and.those of which it is considered as the chief, 
are still in an unsettled state—The interior is a good deal agitated, but there is no ac- 
tive hostility, When a stable peace and a settled government will be enjoyed, it seems 
impossible to conjecture. 

Cart1.—A revolution has broken out in this republick also. The government has 
got into new hands. General Prieto has deposed the constitutional chief Pinto, and is 
in possession of the capital. All was in confusion, but there had not been much blood 
shed, at the date of the last accounts. , 

Brazit.—The emperor and empress have entirely recovered from the effects of 
the disaster that some time since befel them. Don Pedro, it appears, is determined 
not to surrender the crown of Portugal to his brother, without a struggle. It is said 
that he has engaged Lord Cochrane to take command of his fleet, and that from Ter- 
ceira an expedition of sea and land forces is to proceed to the invasion of Portugal. 

Cotomnia.—We are ata loss what to think of the Liberator Bolivar. We have had 
half a mind to recal what we said of him last month; but, on the whole, we conclude 
to wait till we see who is to be the president of Colombia, before we change our 
opinion again. He has, by a proclamation, recommended union and republican go- 
vernment, and earnestly protested against being considered as a candidate for any 
publick office—He even urges that his reputation is staked on his retiring to private 
life. We had been disposed to think that he had laid his plan to become the monarch 
of Colombia, and was led to give up this plan for the present, only because he found 
that Venezuela would not endure it, and that a majority of the constituent congress 
would not favour it. But he most solemnly declares, and even swears, that he never 
indulged a wish to possess kingly power. He must be either a most grievously in- 
jured and slandered man, or else a falsifier and hypocrite of ro ordinary attainments. 
The constituent congress have published the bases of a New Constitution. It is a 
close imitation of the Federal Constitution of our country, with two or three excep- 
tions. ‘The president is to be irresponsible, except in cases of high treason; and it is 
intimated that his election, and that of other high functionaries, will be prolonged, to 
avoid the inconveniences which result from frequent changes. But we are little disposed 
to discuss the merits of this, or of any other civil constitution, while it contains such 
an article as the following—* The Catholick religion is declared to be the religion of 
the state, and no other publick worship is to be permitted.’ There can be no real freedom 
in any state, where religious worship is not allowed without restraint to all men; and 
none, we believe, where the Romish system is completely dominant— Whether Vene- 
zuela will, or will not, remain united with Colombia, is problematical—lf not, a civil 
war is to be feared. Our new minister to Colombia, Mr. Moore, arrived at Bogota 
before the return of the Liberator to that place, and on being presented to him, ad- 
dressed him in a speech full of eulogy. 

Mexico,—We have nothing of importance to add to the statement we made last 
month, in relation to the recent revolution in Mexico. A number of provinces have 
sent in their adhesion to the new order of things. The country is perturbed, and no- 
thing can be cunsidered as fired; but we are glad to see that the parties here, and in 
the other republicks, are far less sanguinary than they formerly were—When they 
see the current of the general opinion, they yield without much fighting. 

Usitep Statrs.—Our Congress have been busily employed, the month past, on a 
variety of subjects—the Senate in considering and approving a multitude of new no- 
minations, and in rejecting some. The Sabbath question and the Indian concern, the 
two subjects in which we take the greatest interest, have not yet been decided on in 
either house; although reports on both subjects, of a character adverse to our wishes, 
have been made. We do hope and expect that the cause of God and of human rights 
will be ably advecated in both houses, let the decision of the majority be what it may. 
We consider the present state of our country as one which ought to be of intense in- 
terest, to all the friends of religion, good morals, and national character. The efforts 
which have been made, and are still making, in favour of institutions and enterprises 
favourable to knowledge, virtue and ohety, bave roused their enemies to activity and 
combination. Never since the hey-day of infidelity, in the time of the French revolu- 
tion, have we witnessed a spirit like that which is now abroad. We greatly fear that 
our national sins will be followed by national judgments, and the everlasting ruin of 
many of our citizens, and especially of our precious youth. Yet we have no fear for 
the issue—God will eventually plead his own cause. But for the present—*Wo to 
the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea; for the devil is come down unto you, 
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time”—Let us not 
shrink from the severity of the conflict, when we know that in God’s good time it 
will certainly end in a glorious triumph. 
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WANTS OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


From the statements which we have made in preceding numbers of the 
Reporter, our readers have doubtless perceived that the sums, generally ap- 
propriated by this Board to their Missionaries, are very small—frequently 
less, but rarely more than $100 ayear. This sum, however, inconsiderable 
as it is in itself, is of very great importance to them, and especially to those 
of them, who have a large and increasing family to provide for, and who 
ordinarily receive from their people, not more than 200 or 250 dollars a 
year, and that chiefly in produce. Justice, as well as benevolence, demands 
the strictest punctuality on the part of this Board, in fulfilling all its en- 
gagements with these self-denied and laborious heralds of the Cross. There 
are only two ways in which the Board can be thus punctual in remitting to 
their Missionaries the humble pittances which they have promised. One is 
by borrowing money for the purpose, and involving themselves in debt; and 
the other is by securing from their Auxiliaries, and individual patrons, the 
prompt payment of their subscriptions. To the former the Board have very 
strong objections, which we need not specify, because they will readily oc- 
cur to every reflecting mind. They have, therefore, determined to avoid 
the evil of contracting any considerable debts by borrowing, and, whenever 
their Treasury is empty and over-drawn, to make an immediate appeal to 
those who have kindly pledged themselves to sustain their operations. 
An occasion for such an appeal exists at the present moment. The season 
of the year has now arrived, or is very near at hand, when the annual pay- 
ments to many of our Missionaries are becomingdue. Our Treasury is al- 
ready considerably over-drawn, and several thousand dollars will be indis- 
pensably necessary, between this and the last of May, to enable the Board 
to satisfy the claims of their Missionaries, and balance accounts With their 
Treasurer. The simple statement of this fact will be sufficient, we trust, 
to secure a speedy remittance of all the monies which have been subscribed 
by Auxiliaries or by individuals, and also to induce congregations to be H- 
beral in the contributions which may be taken up for the Board, previous to 
the meeting of the General Assembly. In another part of our paper it will 
be seen that 33 new Auxiliaries have been reported since the last month, 
and that the whole number is now about 300; but we wish it to be distinctly 
remembered, that many of these Auxiliaries have as yet made but very par- 
tial collections and remittances, and until they do so, our Treasury must 
remainempty. Wespeak not the language of despondency, for we do most 
confidently expect that during the month of May at farthest, our necessities 
will be relieved, and our wants fully supplied. We wish simply to put the 
Churches in remembrance, and once more to remind them of the safe and 
convenient opportunity which they will soon enjoy, of forwarding their free- 
will offerings by the Commissioners to the next Assembly. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 








Presprreny or Curtiicorar, Onto. 
We publish with pleasure the following 
official communication from the Corres- 
ponding Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of this Presbytery. Had it been re- 
ceived, a few days earlier, we should have 
given it a place in our last number. The, 
plan of Missionary operations which they | 
have adopted, does not, indeed, precisely | 
correspond, in all its parts, with that which | 
the Board of Missions have recommended, | 
but it does accord with the principle which | 
we have uniformly avowed, and to which. 
we wish always to adhere, “that the 
churches should be left entirely to their 
own unbiassed and deliberate choice of the | 
particular channel through which their 
charities shall flow forth to bless the perish- | 
ing.”? The plan which the Board have re- 
commended, in itself considered, they do 
mest decidedly prefer to any other which | 
has hitherto been acted upon by the) 
churches, but they are at the same time’! 
fully aware of the fact, that there are some 
sections of the country where the way is. 
not yet fully prepared for the adoption of 
that plan entire. ‘They think the Presby-, 
teries are the proper bodies to judge and 
decide on this matter; and they do and) 
will rejoice when they find them judiciously 
exercising their rights, and adopting such 
measures as may be deemed best calculated 
to call forth and unite the energies of the 
churches in advancing the Missionary 
cause. We rejoice that this Presbytery | 
have purposed to organize all their churches 
as auxiliaries, and we most sincerely bid 
them “God speed,” and assure them that 
the Beard of Missions will always be ready, | 
when called upon by their Executive Com-, 
mittee, to aid them, to the extent of our 
ability, in sustaining the feeble churches, 
and in building up the waste places within | 
their bounds. 
Dear Br, Russell,—When you were 
with us at Lebanon, the Presb. of Chilli- | 
cothe had taken no order on the subject 
of Missions. At a late meeting in Hills- 
borough, agreeably to the recommenda- | 
tion of Synod, we adopted the following | 
plan for the conducting of Missions 
within our bounds. 
A committee was appointed, consist- | 
ing of four ministers and two elders, | 
(half of whom are to be elected annually | 
to serve for two years, ) to whom is en- | 
trusted the management of the Mis-| 
sionary business, within the limits of) 
the Presbytery, and to report their do-| 
ings to Presbytery at every spring meet- | 
ing. 
This committee is directed to open a) 
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|tain aid from both these societies for 
the supplying of the destitute within 
our bounds. 

It was recommended to all our con- 
gregations, both supplied and destitute, 


| to form Missionary societies to aid the 


cause of Missions within our bounds; 
and the destitute are left at liberty to 
choose to which of the above named 
Boards application shall be made in 
their behalf. 

On looking over our plan, you will 
perceive that it is rather founded on 
that cold-blooded maxim, ‘‘charity be- 
gins at home,” and that it seems to be 
destitute of that expansive benevolence 
which casts its bread on the waters, and 
dispenses its blessings without hoping 
to receive. We feel it so. But we feel 
justified in taking this ground at pre- 
sent, for the same reason that a father 
would feel it wrong to send bread to 
strangers while his own children are 
starving. 

Our Presbytery embraces seven 
counties, containing twenty-two con- 
gregations, half of which are vacant at 
present; and we remember that ‘the 
that will not provide for his own, is 
worse than an infidel.”” And though 
there is considerable wealth in this 
country, considering its age, yet but a 
small portion of it is in the hands of 
Presbyterians. We must therefore be 
dependent for a while on the kindness of 
our more favored brethren, And we 
hope that our plan is not inconsistent 
with the spirit of your institution, 
which, if we understand it, is to assist 
them that are trying to help themselves. 

We are taking measures to organize 
our congregations as Missionary Socie- 
ties, without pledging them to either 
Board, but leaving them and us at li- 
berty to apply to that Board which will 
furnish us the most efficient aid. We 
pledging ourselves at the same time, 
that the funds of which we have the 
control, shall be accounted for to that 
Board from which we receive the aid. 

You will see then that our plan is to 
co-operate with our brethren in the 
east, (both the Home and the Assem- 
bly’s Board,) or rather get them to help 
us to furnish our own destitute with the 
bread of life, and then unite with you in 
giving it toothers. For I hope we shall 
never relax our efforts till the earth is 
full of the knowledge of the Lord. 

The committee of Missions for Chil- 


| licothe Presbytery, at present, are the 


Rev. Samuel Crothers, of Greenfield, 


correspondence with the Assembly’s | Recording Secretary; Rev. Wm. Gra- 


Board of Missions, and the A. H. M.| 
Society, and as far as practicable ob-' 


ham, of Chilicothe, Chairman; Rev. 
James H. Dickey, of Greenfield, Corres- 
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ponding Secretary; Rev. John Rankin, | ‘the world; they do not think it expedi- 
of Ripley; Mr. Thomas Kirker, of}, ent that this body should take measures 
West Union; Mr. William Allen, of! at this time, for constituting itself an 
Hillsborcugh, Treasurer. , | auxiliary; inasmuch as the Western 
When I contrast the present state and | Agency of the A. H. M.S, are now con- 
prospects of the kingdom of our dear) ducting Missionary operations within 
pocpgurain Swentgy guunes.dagh; amp. our | EAIRE GAMDTENA, Ree toae ENT 
¢ ’ A ’ a 
soul rejoices with thanksgiving. About || of that agency, that it is probable a 
that time [ visited this country as a || compromise will soon be made between 
Missionary under the Assembly’s Board. || the Assembly’s Board of Missions and 
The whole country west of the Scioto, || the A. H. M. Society in relation to the 
and north of the Ohio river, contained } districts of country each Board shall 
about 14 Presbyterian ministers, the one || occupy, as the fields of its Missionary 
half of whom had passed life’s meri- | operations. Under t ese circumstances, 
dian, and not one young man coming for- || while Presbytery cordially approve of 
ward to supply we gee the of the ma PY a La 
gious community, almost every where, || would leave, to the discretion of the 
distracted with heresies of the most || Churches, the channel through which 
alarming kind—the ministry so thinly || their charities shall flow forth to bless 
scattered over the extensive field, sel- | the perishing.”’ 
dom met to strengthen each other’s|) ‘Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be 
hands, and no efficient Board of Mis-| instructed to communicate the above 
sions. But I forbear. O what kath] minute to the Assembly’s Board of Mis- 
God wrought! In twenty years, what a} sions.” ‘ 
change! But much remains to be done.| (A true extract. ) Attest, 
But we feel encouraged, and determined || . : 
to persevere until the watchmen shall |) é waeemnean Stoted Cierk. 
be stationed so close to each other that|)__ It is truly gratifying to us tobe thuskind- 
they shall see eye to eye, and no part be| ly remembered and noticed by a distant 
from under the eye of a faithful watch- | Presbytery, ina part of the country where 
man. the plans and doings of our Board have 
So soon as we get matters in train, hitherto been but very imperfectly known, 





you may expect applications for help. and in which no agents from this quarter 
May the good Lord strengthen and have been employed to present and urge 


our claims upon the churches. In reference 
to one of the reasons assigned, in the 
foregoing communication, for deferring a 
Measure, which seems to have been contem- 
PRESBYTERY OF RocuEsTER, N. Y. plated by the Presbytery, we would just 

A few days since we received from the || remark, that if any “compromise between 
Stated Clerk of this Presbytery the follow | the Assembly’s Board of Missions, and the 
_H.M. S. in relation to the district of coun- 
| try each Board shall occupy, as the fields of 
‘*By order of the Presbytery of Ro-|| its missionary operations,”has ever been se- 
chester, I send you the following ex- |! riously desired or contemplated, that fact 
tract from their Minutes, at their ses- | is utterly unknown to this Ex. Com. and 
sions in Rochester on the 2d of the pre- || the Board with which they are immediate- 
sent month. ly connected. No propositions of the kind 
‘The Committee to whom was refer-/|| have ever been made to the B. of Missions, 
red the resolutions relative to theGene- || nor have they ever yet perceived either the 
ral Assembly’s Board of Missions, re- | necessity or expediency of an attempt thus 
ported and recommended the following | to divide the land. We would have all the 
different Missionary Societies and Associa- 


j i t Viz: ibe ; pee Sa 
inate Ve wan emepee, vt | tions in our country, both Foreign and Do- 


_ The Presbytery of Rochester is} 
. . . | mestic, left at liberty, as other kindred So- 
gratified to learn that the Board of Mis- } cieties are,to present their individual claims, 


sions of the General Assembly of the) epiarones 
; 7" _when and where they may deem it expedi- 
Presbyterian Church, have recently ent, and then we would have the churches 
commenced operations on a plan more |’ jef'to bestow or withhold their patronage 


extended, more agreeable to the spirit | according to their own convictions of duty. 
of the times in which we live and better) 7 et this course be uniformly eevee. with 


suited to the wants of the church. But 4 proper spirit, and we are fully persuaded, 
while Presbytery are desirous of seeing | that all disagreeable divisions and conten- 
this Board as well as the American | tions will be avoided, and a much greater 
Home Missionary Society extensively | amount of good will be done, than could 
useful in the great work of evangelizing || be accomplished in any other way. In the 


guide you, is the prayer of your brother, 
Jas. H. Dickey, Cor, Secretary. 
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name of the Board of Missions, we speak 
the language of all their past experience in 
conducting Missionary operations. 


———— 


REPORTS OF MISSIONARIES. 


——- 











New York. 
From the Rey. J. H. Monroe, Rodman, 
Feb. 8, 1830. 
“Though my labors thus far have 


not been blessed to the conversion of 
any individuals, I think the prospects || 


of usefulness are favorable. Our meet- 
ings are generally solemn, and well at- 
tended. The people appear to listen 
to the truth with care and attention.— 
The society, though small and weak, 
are making preparations to build a 


house of worship, which they will pro-| 


bably complete in the course of next 
summer. I have found, while visiting 
from house to house, a few who appear 
to be seriously inquiring what they must 
do to be saved. ‘These inquiries, to- 
gether with some more than ordinary 


zeal in the church, and the exertions) 
making to prepare a more commodious |, 


place of worship, encourage me to hope, 
that my labors in future may be crown- 
ed with success.” 





From the Rey. J. Myers, Brockport, 
March 9, 1830. 


Dear Sir,—So much of the second 
quarter had elapsed before I received 
my commission from the “ Board of 

issions,” that I supposed it would be 
unnecessary to send a separate report 
for the first quarter; my present report 
therefore will include both, or the half 
year of my labors as your Missionary. 

This church was organized two years 
ago the present month, with but seven 
members, I commenced my labors 
here the first of September following, 
at which time the number of members 
was eleven. During the first year of 
my labours here, 28 were added to the 
church, and in the last six months, 12 


have been added and one dismissed; | 


making a total at present of fifty mem- 
bers. 

I ordinarily preach twice on the Sab- 
bath, and we have a third service at 
which I often lecture. During the 
week, I commonly preach once in some 
school house out of the village, and 
have had a lecture, until very recently, 
every Wednesday evening in the vil- 
lage. Ihave a Bible class which is at- 
tended principally by members of the 
church; and this exercise, when time 
permits, is accompanied by a season of 
conference and prayer, for which the 


lesson commonly furnishes suitable and 
| profitable subject matter. We have 
| two Sabbath schools, one in the village, 
| and the other a short distance out, The 
| one in the village is gradually increas- 
| ing in numbers and interest, and both 
| have been kept up through the winter. 
These schools I frequently attend, and 
upon me devolves the principal labor 
_ of sustaining and furnishing them with 
| suitable books. 
I cannot report the number of visits I 
‘have made. My general plan is to 
spend every Tuesday in visiting from 
house to house, besides visiting the sick 
and other occasional calls. On the 13th 
of January last, I was installed as pas- 
| tor of this congregation by the Presby- 
tery of Rochester. 

We have not yet formed our church 
into an auxiliary society to the Board of 
Missions, upon the fifty cent plan, 
though we intend attempting it soon.— 
_ How far it will succeed, I cannot tell, 
'as the congregation are at present con- 
siderably embarrassed by their efforts 
to build a meeting house. The erection 
of this house was commenced about six 
months ago; the Lord has wonderfully 
prospered us in it thus far, and we hope, 
with his continued blessing, to have it 
_completed and dedicated to his worship 
and glory in the course of the month of 

May next. There is nothing of special 
interest in the state of religion in the 
midst of us. The Presbyterian cause 

has much to struggle with just at pre- 
sent throughvall this country; but the 
Lord reigns, and if our cause is the 
| cause of truth, it must and will prevail.” 


7) 
1} 
' 








From the Rev. Samuel F. Snowden, a 
Missionary of the Board in Jefferson co. 
dated Sackett’s Harbour, March 13, 1830. 


‘There is a neighborhood on Pillar 
Point, across the bay from Sackett’s 
Harbour, where I preached a number 
of Sabbaths about two years since, in 
which there is a serious attention to 
religion. ‘The meetings which I attend 
_ at the present time, on the Sabbath and 
|| otherwise, are full and solemn. A con- 
| siderable number, after the public exer- 
| cises, remain for inquiry into their spi- 
| ritual state, and manifest a deep inte- 
| rest in the concerns of their souls. The 
_excitement is recent, and still continues. 
| There are four or five instances of con- 
|version. The subjects of it appeared 
to be filled with zeal and love. I shall 
make this place a subject of special re- 
gard. 
With respect to'the town of Le Roy, 
/about two miles from the church, there 
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has been a revival of religion, though of 
no considerable extent. It appears to 
have taken its rise from setting up a 
Sabbath school in that school district. 


Much indifference was shown to it, but | 


the attempt succeeded. One of the 
teachers seeing another teach his class, 
under the influence of spirituous liquor, 
was strongly ifmpressed with the impro- | 
priety of it, and as he himself was not | 
free from that vice, he determined to 
withdraw, as being wholly unfit for an 





office that required to be filled with one 
of a moral and religious character; but 
when urged, instead of declining, to re- 
form his practice, the circumstance im- 
pressed his mind with his sinful state, 
and was the means of bringing him to 
repentance and salvation. I have had 
the pleasure of receiving him since, and 
also his wife, who became a subject of 
grace, into the church, and their chil- 
dren to baptism. The Sabbath school 
increases, and the children were dili- 
gent in attending it, and it became a 
blessing to the neighborhood, Public 
meetings for prayer and preaching were 
appointed, and a general seriousness 
prevailed. Very much interest was ex- 
cited by these means, and persons in | 
every family were brought under se- | 
rious impressions, ‘The spiritual feel- | 
ings of professors were revived, and se-_ 
veral cases of hopeful conversion oc- | 
curred. The change in the general as- 
pect of society is sensible. There had | 
been during the summer great indiffer-| 
ence to religion—the Sabbath violated | 
by the usual sports of the season, and | 
public worship neglected. It was a/| 
place the least likely of any other tobe 
visited with the out-pouring of the di-' 
vine Spirit. The state of the congrega- | 
tion had declined, and much apathy had | 
prevailed, but since, both the desire for 
religious exercises and attendance on) 


them have visibly increased. 





|the effects produced in an attendance 
/more regular and constant on the means 
| of grace, and a desire for special reli- 
gious appointments in every quarter.” 





| PENNSYLVANIA. 
From the Rey. S. R. Jones, Wyalusing, 
| Bradford co. Feb. 24, 1830. 


| “I have preached thirty-seven ser- 
/mons to increasingly numerous and at- 
_tentive congregations, I have preach- 
,ed four sermons, administered the 
_Lord’s supper, and baptized five chil- 
|dren in the Presbyterian church, Wy- 
| sox, since the death of brother York, 
| Five of the above sermons were on fu- 
neral occasions, The season at Wysox 
was unusually interesting. ‘The two 
churches, long separated, communed 
| together apparently in the highest ex- 
|ercive of Christian affection. ‘There are 
‘no recent cases of awakening and se- 
rious conviction in Wyalusing congre- 
gation that are knowh to me, but the 
_attendance on the preaching of the Gos- 
pel is certainly increasing, and some of 
ithe church clearly manifest a much 
higher state of Christian feeling and 
‘zeal, than heretofore. I have rode 
nearly 300 miles, often 10 and 12 miles 
going and returning, for one sermon,— 
| They had three Sabbath schools here 
last summer, but they are impractica- 
ble in the winter; we shall doubtlessly 
revive them in the spring. ‘They have 
a small Sunday school library. We 
have six common schools; | have visit- 
ed one of them twice, and nothing has 
hindered my visiting them all, but a 
doubt of benefiting them. I preach in 
the school-houses—the children attend; 
but we have none of the good old West- 
minster catechisms, and know not where 
to obtain them. I must have some de- 
finite object in view, and I wish to di- 
rect the children’s attention to some 


As to Theresa,I found that place | subject, upon which they may frefiare 


lying under even more discouraging cir- | 
cumstances. The congregation for a 

very considerable time had not enjoyed. 
preaching from any of the same denomi- | 
nation, and had relinquished almost the | 
expectation, I am happy to state, that} 
instead of merging into other sects, as. 
was apparent, they have rallied their) 
strength in some measure, and with the | 
assistance which will be afforded them, | 
indulge the hope of being sustained.— 
The number of professors is exceedingly 
small, and both their increase, and that 
of the congregation impeded by un- 
toward occurrences. Both here and at 
Le Roy, I have visited extensively and 
frequently, and been gratified to observe 





themselves for useful observations, We 
have no catechetical books, Other diffi- 
culties might be stated, but we will try 
if possible, to do something in the spring 
or summer, or substitute Sunday school 
teaching in its room. 

We keep alive our Bible, Missionary, 
/ Tract and Temperance societies. The 
Treasurer of the Missionary society has 
paid me $6 50 fer your Board. We 
have attended all the anniversaries of 
the above societies since the 1st of Janu- 
ary. 

I attended the county anniversaries at 
Towanda. I have made many visits 
through the congregation, in which I 
read the scriptures, sometimes briefly 
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explain, pray, and converse on religious 
subjects. Several church members 


have been very sick, and I have visited, | 


conversed, read and prayed with them 
during their sickness.” 





From Mr. Samuel Montgomery, Martins- 
burg, March 1, 1830. 


«I have been endeavoring to sow the 
seed and water it, and for some time 
have been looking for ‘‘the fruits of the 
Spirit,” but as yet, have not been able 
to discover any. If any there be, it is 
not discernable. External reformation 
indeed has obviously been the result of | 
my labors; but whether any have been | 
*‘renewed in the spirit of their minds,” | 
is uncertain—time will disclose. If! 
there be fault, I humbly trust it lies not || 
at my own door, though I have no rea- 
son to claim an entire exemption from | 
faithlessness. May the Lord pardon | 
what has been amiss in me, and supply 
what has been lacking in the people. 








| of a Missionary report, I might give an 
appalling narration of the horrific death 
of a young man in these parts, in his 23d 
year, two years ago a promising youth, 
whose last breath in this world expired 
with the importunate cry of ‘Whiskey, 
more Whiskey!’’ This woeful exit has 
| excited a general odium in the minds of 
the people against intemperance, which 
I pray may be lasting.” 





Onto. 


charge since I wrote you. 


From the Rev. J. Wolf, Blooming Grove, 
Feb. 24, 1830. 


‘‘Nothing special as to the communi- 
cations of the grace of the Gospel has 
been bestowed upon the people of my 
Sometimes 
I think they are becoming better from 


the ministrations of the Gospel, and at 


others, I fear it is a “‘savour of death 


unto death.” ‘The attention paid to the 


preached word, and also the attendance 
are good. 





Since my last communication I have|| Jn Blooming Grove, I have two Bible 
travelled 152 miles, This has been the | classes formed; the one that meets every 
most unpleasant part of my service, in- | two weeks at our house is well attend- 
asmuch as the ice in the waters render- || ed; the other, but middling; and I had, 
ed them extremely difficult and peri- || in consequence of a disease of my eyes, 
lous to cross. I have preached 18 times | to discontinue the latter during the cold 
to increasingly crowded and attentive | frosty weather. I expect in a few weeks 
assemblies, visited 21 families and some | to attend to it again. In this way I hope 
sick persons, attended my Bible classes, | J shall be enabled to do as much good 
formed a Tract society, auxiliary to the | as by preaching. In the other congre- 
Pennsylvania Branch, on Broad Top, | gations I have no Bible classes. 
where the scattered inhabitants are des- | In the Sharon congregation arrange- 
titute of preaching. Some Tracts I! ments have been made for erecting a 
had with me were received with great | meeting house, and if the people go on 
avidity, it being something entirely new | jn the spirit with which they have com- 
to them, never having seen or heard of | menced, they will have as neatachurch 
Tracts before. Distrisuted a number by the last of May as this part of the 
of Kittridge’s Addresses & Humphrey’s | country affords. 

Parallel, together with some Tracts re- Since my last report, I have preached 
lative to the observance of the Sabbath, | twenty-five sermons, baptized five in- 
also Beechers sermons on intemperance | fants, and travelled two hundred and 
and many Christian almanacs. These, eighty miles. 

wherever they were received, (and none | Also, since the 1st of December, at- 
who had the offer refused) 1 believe } tended a Bible class once a week, with 
never failed to excite a deep interest, | the exception specified in the letter, 
apparently at least, relative both tothe | paid some family pastoral visits, at- 
Temperance and Sabbath reform.— tended the anniversary of the Paris 
With respect to the former, I am daily | Temperance Society, which I addressed, 
more and more convinced and rejoice in and attem pted to animate and encourage 
the prospect, that this great Apollyon, | them to be firm, persevering and diligent 
who is going through our land, carrying | jn the good cause of temperance.” 

in his march, chains and wretchedness | 








and woe, though very formidable to be- | 
hold, will soon be entirely vanquished | 
by the continued stream of. light ema- | 
nating from those excellent engines of 
reform, the tract, press, and religious | 
periodicals of the day. While speak- | 
ing on this subject, if time would admit, | 
and it were pertinent to the requisitions 





From the Rey. R. G. Lynn, Goshen, 
Clermont co. March 2, 1830. 


“The prevalence of intemperance is 
nothing like so great as it has been.— 
At our public sales and elections, rais- 
ings, log-rolling, &c. the people are 


'sober, and with a few exceptions, the 
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people will not use ardent spirits, In 
the social circle and in our harvest 
fields, this beverage has very nearly 
lost its charm. Sabbath breaking is not 
so common, and instead of collecting in 
parties, and haunting the taverns and 
grog shops and places of pleasure, you 
will more frequently find the youth at 
the house of God. The country around 
being new, and the population not so 
dense as in an older country, the people 
cannot congregate themselves so easily 
as where the population is more dense 
and churches more thickly planted.— 
Our meetings are well attended, and 
with much interest; though there is no 
particular excitement amongst us, We 
have been a little tardy in forming our- 
selves into a Missionary society, directly 
auxiliary to the General Assembly’s 


Board of Missions, though I might have | 


sent on our name by my last report; 
but I now inform you, that Lower Bethel 
church is formed into a Missionary so- 
ciety, auxiliary to the General Assem- 
bly’s Board of Missions, as directed by 
that Board. Health returning to my- 
self and family, I have been engaged in 
visiting from house to house, In the 
last month I have preached ten ser- 
mons, attended Bible class on the first 
Monday in the month, and visited about 
twenty-five families; rode three hun- 
dred miles, and visited a number of sick 
people. The district of country over 
which I have totravel is so extensive, 
that it requires me to be very busy to 
keep pace with my duty.” 





From the Rev. Richard Brown, Jerome- 
ville, Wayne co. Feb. 16, 1830. 


“In compliance with a call from the 
united congregations 
Mount Hope and Congress, in Wayne 
county, | commenced ministerial labors 
among them, Jan. Ist, 1829. Each of 
these call for equal portions of my time. 
As the last two have applied to your 
Board for assistance, it becomes my 
duty to report to you, according to my 
instructions. 

I have kept no account of miles tra- 
velled. My residence was necessarily 7 
miles from Mount Hope, and 12 from 
Congress meeting-house. In all my ex- 
cursions I have visited 170 families. — 
The 170 families visited were interming- 
led with as many Germans, and the 
travelling of course has been very con- 
siderable. By the Missionary himself, 
(and by the assistance of others with 
whom he has exchanged,) the two con- 
gregations have been favored with at 
least 80 discourses during the year,— 


of Rehoboth, 


About 5,000 pages of Tracts, and nume- 
rous religious periodicals have been dis- 
tributed by the Missionary in all the 
highways and hedges. Bible classes 
were organized and well attended during 
the summer. Special attention has been 
| paid to children and youth. With re- 





gard to the charmer, ardent spirits, our 
‘advice has been, touch not, taste not, 
handle not, manufacture not. 

_ The cause of general benevolence, its 
_wide spread field, its effects as already 
seen, have been presented for conside- 
ration. The number of hearers con- 
| tinued to increase till the cold weather 
at the end of the yeur proved too se- 
vere for our unfinished houses. Among 
professing members there has heen at 
/times considerable tenderness, Many 
of the youth in each congregation have 
paid more than a respectful attention t6 
the means of grace. The Lord’s sup- 
| per was administered once in each con- 
| gregation—at both places the assembly 
_was large and solemn. ‘To the congre- 
|gation of Mount Hope, 17 were added 
|on examination, 4 on certificate, and 7 
children and two adults were baptized. 
'To the congregation of Congress, 10 
_were added on examination, and 8 
children were baptized. Whole num- 
ber added to the three congregations is 
/42 on examination, and 7 on certificate. 
One of the 17 has commenced study for 
the ministry. 

The cause of temperance is gaining 
‘ground. Some farmers have found that 
every thing can be done without ardent 
| spirits,” 





burg, Jan. 26, 1830. 


‘In days gone by, I derived much 
| pleasure in reporting the affairs of the 
_church and congregation of Washington 
township; Ah! yes, when the candle of 
the Lord shone bright among us, when 
Zion travailed, and sons and daughters 
/were brought forth to the Lord, and 
many were inquiring the way to Zion, 
then the duty of reporting was pleasant, 
and to survey the field was delightful. 
But such is not our case at present; the 
glory of the Lord appears to be ma 
great measure withdrawn, at least we 
have no special tokens of his presence; 
and it is painful to contrast our past and 
present state, Still, however, amidst 
the darkness, there is a little light.— 
Several of the benevolent institutions of 
the day are patronized by this church, 
We have a Missionary association, aux- 


| 
| From the Rev. J. L. Bellville, Miamis- 





iliary to the A. B, C. F. M. who raised 
ilast year, $22 50; an auxiliary to the 
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Assembly’s Board, which will probably | 
raise $25 00; a Tract society which 
raised last year $71 374, one fourth of 
which was donated to the parent insti- 
tution, and one fourth expended for 
Tracts for gratuitous distribution; the 
principal part of which were distributed 
on the plan proposed by the American 
Tract Society, viz. two to each family. 
Upon examining our township, there 
were found to be 444 families, of which 
no member of our society was a compo- 
nent part; these were supplied as be- 
fore stated. Besides these societies, we | 
procured last summer a small Sabbath | 
school library, for which we have raised 
about $14. We have also a Tempe- 
rance society, Consisting at present of 
22 members. We act upon the plan of 
entire abstinence, not merely from ar- 
dent spirits, but from all domestic wines 
and cordials compounded with distilled 
spirits. ‘This article we esteem indis- 
pensable. We wish to give the monster 
no quarter, either unmasked or disguis- 
ed. Asa society, we have had much | 
opposition, but amidst all the opposi- 
tion, dame temperance has routed the 
monster from several lurking places; _ 
and from the best information I can ob- 
tain, the quantity of ardent spirits con- 
sumed in this township has, during the 
last year, diminished one third; and in 
our church more than two thirds. 
During the last six months we have. 
only added eight members tothis church, 
7 on examination, and 1 by certificate. | 
We had during the summer 3 Sabbath | 
schools, numbering about 150 scholars; 
also 2 Bible classes during the same pe- | 


riod. ‘The monthly concert of prayer || 


is regularly, though alas! not numerous- | 
ly attended. We contemplate attempt- | 
ing to supply our township with Bibles, | 
but are under the necessity of deferring | 
the work a short time in consequence | 
of our being straitened in money mat- | 
ters by the building of a church, (it is| 
not yet finished, but it has already cost | 
the congregation about $900, and it will 

take at least $200 more for ceiling and 

to seat it; and it is very doubtful when | 
we shall get it completed) but so far as | 
our township is concerned, we will 
strive to enable the American Bible So- 
ciety to redeem their pledge.” 





VIRGINIA. 


Monthly report of Mr. J. Paine, dated 
Warm Springs, Bath co. Feb. 26, 1850. 





ed 8 times, exclusive of other meetings 
which I have attended, visited 15 fami- 
lies, and travelled 180 miles. The peo- 
ple have so far to come to and go home 
trom preaching, that they cannot stay 
for two sermons. And when I preach 
a second time on the Sabbath, I have to 
ride from 8 to 16 miles before I can ar- 
rive at another place of preaching, 
where a congregation can be had. Our 
churches have no stoves, so that 
throughout the winter we have been 
under the necessity of worshipping in 








‘In presenting my third monthly re- | 
ort, I have but little to communicate. | 
t is not quite a month since I wrote to! 

you last, since that time I have preach- | 


private houses; but I hope the weather 
will soon be warm enough to admit of 
our worshipping in “the house appointed 
for prayer.” And this at present ap- 
| pears the more desirable, as our con- 
gregations continue to increase in num- 
bers, as well as in apparent devotedness 
and serious attention, and to evince 
deep anxiety to hear and know the 
truth as it is in Jesus. There are three 
or four places, remote from the churches 
at which we worship on Sabbath, where 
I preach on week days, where there is 
a prospect of much usefulness. ‘These 





| people have been heretofore very much 


‘neglected; indeed, many of them never 
heard a Presbyterian preach before I 
came among them, ‘These places are 
‘sixteen and eighteen miles from any 
‘church. They gladly receive the word. 
|Two very intemperate men, who were 
| destroying themselves, and ruining their 
families by hard drinking, have been in- 
duced by a perusal of “Kittridge’s Ad- 
dress on Intemperance,” to discontinue 
‘the use of the poison, and have become 
sober and industrious. 

I hope by the end of next month to be 
|able to make a more favorable report. 
Pray that the blessing of God may rest 


| upon our poor endeavors to serve him. 


May his kingdom come and his will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” 











REPORTS OF AGENTS. 





KENTUCKY. 
From the Rev. Simeon H. Crane, Lex- 
ington, March 9, 1830. 


“Since I last reported, I have spent 
five Sabbaths in the service of your 
Board, duriag which time I have rode 
nearly 300 miles, preached 15 times, 
exhorted several times, distributed a 
considerable number of Tracts, and or- 
ganized 12 auxiliaries to the Board of 
Missions. The churches organized are 
the following, viz. Nicholasville, Clear 
Creek, Shelbyville, Six Mile, Mulber- 
ry, Buliskin, Louisville, Beulah, Penn- 
sylvania Run, Bardstown, and Big 
Spring.” 
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Respecting the church at Louisville, Mr. | It will perhaps be recollected that Mr. 


C. remarks— 


‘After visiting and preaching to them 
four or five times, and laying the plan 
and the operations of the Board before 
them, I organized them into a very 
large auxiliary indeed. Louisville is a 
very important place for Missionary 
operations. There is only one Presby- 
terian church in that large place. Some 


Crane closed his last report as follows— 


**T have not elicited opposition, but 
gone strait forward, turning neither to 
the right hand nor the left to notice any 
other Missionary association.” 

We were highly gratified with this re 
mark, and we are happy now to say, with- 
‘out hesitation, that the course pursued by 
Mr. Crane, in executing his Agency, meets 








of the brethren expressed a desire to | the most unqualified approbation of the 
have me come among them and make |, Executive Committee of the Board of Mis- 


an effort to establish a second church. | 


! 
'| sions, and perfectly accords with our advice 


I have reflected much on it since, and if}! and instructions to all our Agents. Let this 


I had good health, and much of the 
spirit of God, I think that I should be 
delighted with the measure. But I 
tremble in view of such a highly re- 
sponsible station. After visiting this 
ase I passed on to the church of 

eulah, about 5 or 7 miles from Louis- 
ville. ‘This church is quite small, and 
destitute of the stated preaching of the 
word, It is situated in one of the most 
fertile and wealthy sections of the 
country. This church, in connexion 
with the church of Pennsylvania Run, 
situated about five miles distant, which 
is likewise destitute, would be able, 
perhaps, in a short time, to support the 
ministry, if they could have a little aid 
at present. 

The most of these churches, you will 
discover, by looking over the minutes 
of the Assembly, are in the Louisville 
Presbytery. 1 succeeded in every at- 
tempt which I made to organize the 
churches in this Presbytery, with the 
exception of Middletown and Cain Run. 

Mr. John W. Hundley requested his 


name to be sent as a subscriber for $20| 


course be rigidly and conscientiously pur- 
sued by the Agents of all the different Mis- 
'sionary societies and associations in our 
| land, and the very same ground might be vi- 
‘sited by each, without any injurious inter- 
‘ferences or collisions. The plan of our 
| auxiliaries is so perfectly simple, and feasi- 
ble, and our solicitation for a single cent a 
week from each member of a congregation 
is so manifestly reasonable, and so easily 
complied with, that the formation of an 
auxiliary in every Presbyterian congrega- 
tion in the country, instead of retarding the 
progress, and interfering with the opera- 
tions of other approved societies, would 
serve, in our view, to prepare the way for 
more liberal contributions. The primary 
| design, and direct tendency of our 50 cent 
| plan, when fully and judiciously introduced, 
is to encourage and establish in all, old and 
young, rich and poor, male and female, 
without distinction, the habit of lending to 
the Lord; and experience has long since 
proved, that when such a hadit has once 
been formed, it soon becomes not only easy, 
but also delightful, in this way to de good 
and communicate. Charitable contributions 
cease to be viewed as an unwelcome and 








a year during life, commencing with the || burdensome duty, and are regarded in the 
first day of January next. He also gave | light of sacred and invaluable privileges.— 


me a donation of $5. 

Mr. Josefh Cunningham subscribed | 
$20 a year for ten years from the Ist of | 
Jan. next. 


Mr. Robert Wilson, of Pennsylvania |, 


Run church, subscribed $5 a year for) 
life, commencing with the first of Janu- | 
ary next. 

I should have completed the time of| 
my commission before I returned home, 
had it not been for the state of my 
health, I took a severe cold which al- 
most prostrated me. This is the reason 
why | did not preach more and do more 
in all probability for the good cause.— 
When I returned home, I was obliged 


Thus it ought to be—and we do, and will 
rejoice in all well-directed efforts of the 
agents of our own, and of all sister socie- 
ties, to promote and increase a spirit of li- 
berality, and we will not cease to pray that 
the efforts of al/ may be crowned with suc- 
cess. 


From the Rev. John Hudson, another 
Agent of the Board in this state, we have 
not yet received a direct report, but we are 
|happy, through Mr. Crane, to Jearn, that 
/Mr. Hudson had, previous to the Ist of 
|March, organized 14 auxiliaries to the 
Board, and made some collections, and that 
he is now prosecuting his Agency in the 
Green River country. The whole number 
of augiliaries in this state already oxceeds 





to take medicine freely. I have been! 40, and from the success which has thus far 


confined for several days to my house. 
_L intend (God willing) to press onward 
in this good work, even should I over- 
run the term of my commission, pro- 
vided my health will admit it.” 

Vor. VIIL—Ch, Adv. 





attended the efforts of our Agents, we are 
encouraged to hope that nearly all the 
churches there will soon be systematically 
and efficiently engaged in the Missionary 
| work. 
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Onto, 
From the Rev. Thomas Barr, Wooster, 
March 10, 1830. 


*‘Since my last of Feb. Sd, I have 
spent five weeks in different parts of | 
Richland, Wayne, Starke, ‘Tuscarawa, | 
Coshocton, and Holmes counties, during | 
which tour, I preached 24 times, and | 
besides in 16 different places, stated at 
length the plan, operations, and wishes | 
ot the Board, attended at 3 places to) 
preach, but was disappointed through | 


misinformation, administered baptism 3! 


times, received one person to church! 


| 


— OO orn = 


any things, a heterogeneous popula- 
|tion. Yet since your Missionary has 

been located there, they have contribut- 
ed liberally for his support, first for one 
fourth of the time, and latterly for one 
half, and they have engaged in building 
| a meeting house, which will cost $300, 
a large sum for that people. I was 
present on the day when they com- 
menced their subscription for one half 
of the time of the Missionary, and the 
first five made the amount $40. The 
three first were $10 each; these were 
men in the ordinary circumstances of 
such a settlement, the other two were 


Hi} 





membership, obtained 32 subscribers to | poor, each having a family of five or six 
the Missionary Keporter, assisted in | children, none of whom are able yet to 
forming 2 ‘Temperance Societies, and || be of any assistance, and each holding 
travelled more than 250 miles. The | 80 acres of rather thin land, not yet paid 
auxiliaries are Sugar Creek, Pigeon | for, and these put down $5 each. In 
Run, Millersburgh, Salt Creek and | Tuscarawa county, in a society enjoying 
Paintville. In the three first named, | only one-third of a minister’s time, and 
the subscription was quite equal to what | he too aided by your Board, men in just 
could have been expected; in the two | middling circumstances for the country, 
last, not quite so, yet there were strong- | pay cight, ten and twelve dollars each, 
ly abating considerations, arising out of | for this portion. In the same county, I 


several local, embarrassing causes.— 
There is onc, however, which is so} 
general, that it must not be overlooked 


| preached in a township where there is 


‘no Presbyterian church or congrega- 
ition, ‘Two families of that denomina- 


in contemplating contributions in most |tion, with their descendants, reside 
of our interior congregations in Ohio, |there. One was the first family that 


namely, the great difficulty of obtaining |settled there twenty years ago. The 


money. Numbers in various places |nearest Presbyterian church is twelve 


have been withheld from subscribing 
even the pittance of twenty-five cents, 
when their hearts urged them to it, 
merely because they could not have the 
prospect of procuring even that much 
within the time limited. I know that 
some not sufficiently acquainted with the 
real state of things here, would almost 
question the reality of what I state; it is 
nevertheless true—and I again repeat, 
that surely, if the state of our cengre- 
gations in the west were fully under- 
stood, and their exertions and liberali- 
ties, for their circumstances Known, 
then would the $100 subscription list be 
speedily filled up, and increased with 
one hundred more. In Lake township, 
of this county, where your Missionary, 
Mr. Wm. Hughes, is located in part, 
and where I spent a few days the be- 
ginning of last month, they are exerting 
themselves to the utmost of their power, 


and beyond, I fear, in crder, if possible, | 
to retain the administration of the Gos- | 


pel among them. ‘There are but seven 
or eight members of the Presbyterian 
church known in that settlement, half 
of these are females—most of the set- 
tlers of only afew years standing, and in 
low or very moderate circumstances— 
farms opening—roads making—school- , 


houses building, &c, and with regard to. 


| miles off, and a bad road. The parents 
have occasionally gone there for com- 
munion, and sometimes in the summer 
to preaching, but none of their children 
have yet made an open profession of re- 
ligion, though several of them, I have 
reason to hope, are prepared to do so, 
could they only have the opportunity. 
One of them, with tears, stated her 
having had a hope for herself for a num- 
ber of years past, and an earnest desire 
to confess Christ openly, but hitherto 
she has not had the privilege. Alas' 
there are many such destitutions, and 
multitudes are thus scattered abroad as 
sheep having no shepherd! 





Norts “any Sours Carona. 


From the Rev. Colin M‘Iver, one of our 
Agents in these states, an interesting re- 
port, dated Charleston, S. C. March 10, 
1830, has just been received, which con- 
| tains much important information of an en- 
couraging nature to the Board. Between 
the 17th of January and the 21st of Febru- 
ary, he visited many important places in 
both states, and succeeded in organizing as 
Auxiliaries, in the Presbytery of Fayette- 
ville, N. C. the Cypruss church, in the 
Presbytery of Concord, N. C. the churches 
of Rocky River, Philadelphia, Steele 
Creek, and Bethel, and in the Presbytery 
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of Harmony, S. C. the churches of Jack- 
son’s creek, Zion, and Columbia. The! 
amount subscribed in these 8 auxiliaries’ 
was $154 50—a small part of whiclt was'| 
collected, together with a donation of $10 
from the Rev. John Rennie, of Columbia, | 


who also assmued $50 for his congregation. | 





NEW AUXILIARIES. 
Indiana.—Corydon and Rehoboth. 
Kentucky.—New Providence, Nicholas. 

ville, Shelbyville, Six Mile, Mulberry, Clear 
Creek, Fox Run, Louisville, Beulah, Penn- 
sylvania Run, Bardstown, Big Spring and 
Bullskin. 

North Carolina.—Thyatira, Concord, Ca- 
bar’s co.; Back Creek, Bethany, Concord, | 
Iredell co.; Cypruss, Rocky River, Phila- 
delphia, Steel Creek and Bethel. 

South Carolina—Jackson’s Creek, Zion 
church and Columbia. 

Ohio.—Sugar Creek, Pigeon Run, Mil- 
lersburg, Salt Creek and Paintville.—Be- 
fore published, 257.—Total, 290. 








MISSIONARY APPOINTMENTS. 


Rev. James Blythe, D. D. Missionary 
Agent for 7 months to Kentucky, Ohio, 
Tennessee and Indiana. 

Rev. Henry Safford, 1 year, Lincolnton. 
Geo. 

Rev. Joseph C. Harrison, 1 year under 
the special direction of the Corresponding 





Executive Committee of West Lexington, | 
i 


Pres. Kentucky. 
Mr. J. Lewers, 1 year, Berwick and Con- 
nynghamtown, Pa. 
Rev. Jacob Rickhow, 1 year, in 4 congre- 
gations in Mississippi. 


Re-appointments. 


Rey. James Nourse, 2 months, Snowhill,. 


Md. 
Mr. Britton E. Collins, 1 year, Millers-| 
town, Perry co. Pa. 


Wm. Hughes, 1 year, Perryville, Lake 
Fork and vicinity, Ohio. 

Rev. G. G,. Sill, Missionary Agent, 6 
weeks, Rochester Presbytery and vicinity, 
New York. 

Mr. Anderson B. Quay, 1 year, Peters- 
burg, Adams co, and Dillsburg, York co. 
Pa. 





LETTERS RECEIVED. 

J. Patterson, Pa.: J. H. Dickey, Ohio; §. 
R. Jones, Pa.; R. Semple, do.; A. W. King, 
Tenn.; L. M'Leod, Miss.; W. Ramsay, Pa.; 
W. Brobston, N. C.; J. Ong, Indiana; J. B. 
Elwood, N. Y.; J. Reed, Indiana; J. Lynn, 
jr. Tenn.; J. Paine, Va; T. E. Hughes, 
Ind.; E. Deane, Ohio; A. Williamson, Ind. ; 
S. Montgomery, Pa.; Z. Butler, Miss.; S. 
C. Jennings, Pa.; J. Coe, Ohio; H. Saf- 
ford, N. Y.; J. Gray, Pa’; D. R. Preston, 
Florida; H. Van Deman, Ohio; L. M’Leod, 
Louisiana; T. Cleland, Ky.; J. Blythe, Ky.; 
W. H. Foote, Va.; R. G. Linn, Ohio; 8. 
Wolf, do.; E. Brown, N. J.; W. Wallace, 
Ohio; G. G. Sill, N. Y.; A. G. Danby, do. 
J. C. Brigham, do; W. Hughes, Ohio; J. E, 
Annan, Md.; J. Campbell, Pa.; C. M‘Iver, 
S. C.; J. Burtt, N. J.; T. Barr, Ohio; J. 
Myers, N. Y.; S. F. Snowden, do; A. 
Thome, Ky.; D. Ellison, Ohio; J. R. Tal- 
madge, Geo.; J. C. Harrison, Ky.; Elders 





of the church, Manchester, Ohio; J. Wat- 
son, Pa.; G. W. Warren, Ohio; L. Hen- 
derson, and W. C. Blair, Tenn.; J. W. 
M’Collough, Pa.; Elders and Trustees of 


‘ithe congregation of Stillwater, N.J.; G. S. 


‘Boardman, N. Y.; 8. Thompson, Pa.; A.C. 


,Hays, Tenn.; G. Colton, N. Y.; D. A. 


\Sayre, Ky.; S. H. Crane, do; Elders of the 
churches at Berwick and Connynghamtown, 


‘Pa.; J. Winchester, Ohio; J. C. Wingate, 


iKy.; E. M. Wilson, Va.; ©. W. Gardner, 


Pa. J. G. Force, N, J.; D. Page, and Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Niagara Presby- 
tery, N. ¥.; S. C. Hodgeboome, N. Y.; J. 


| Sessions, do.; R. B. Campficld. 





ACCOUNT OF CASH RECEIVED 


By the Board of Missions of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, during 
the month of March, 1830. 


Alamance, Moore Co. N.C. Collection in congregation, per Rev. W. C. Anderson, . $1 80 
Ashpole, Robinson Co. do. Do. do. do. - 3 70 
Donation from an old gentleman, do. - 8 40 
Do. a young gentleman, do. - - 3 00 
Big Spring, Cumberland Co. Pa. Collection in congregation, per Rev. J. H. Kennedy, - 34 06 
Big Spring, Ky. Do. do. Mr. A. M'Keehan, - 7 00 
From auxiliary society, in part, per Rev. S. H. Crane, - - 5 50 
Bullskin, Ky. Additional do. do. Mr. J. C., Wingate, Tr. - - 2 50 
Bullskin and Fox Run, Ky. Do. in part, do. Rey. S. H Crane, - - : 7 00 
Beulah, Ky. Do. do. do. - - - 5 50 
Bardstown, Ky. Do. do. do. - - - 2 50 
Bethel, Ky. Do. de. do. « . . 3 50 
Donation from a lady, ° ° ° . . 50 
Do, Mr. J. W. Hundly, - - : - 5 00 
-_—_— 5 50 
Bethel, Guilford Co. N. C. Collection in congregation, per Rev. W. C. Anderson, - 0 25 
Bethel Robinson Co. de. ‘Do. do. do. - - 13 52 
Buffaloe, Moore co. do, Deo, de. do. ° ‘ 0 65 
Buffaloe, Guifford co, de. Do. do. do- . - 12 25 
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Bluff, Cumberland co. do. Do. do. do. - 
Bethany, Iredell co. do. Do. do. do. ° 
Donation from Mr. Thomas Allison, do. - 
Clear Creek, Ky. From auxiliary society, in part, per Rey, S. H. Crane, . 
Corydon, Indiana. Do. do. do, do. Rev. A. Williamson, - 
Center, Robinson co. N. C, Collection in congregation, per Rev. W. C. Anderson, 
Concord, Cabarras co. do. Do. do, do. - 
Concord, Iredell co. do. Do, do. do. . 
Caledonia, N. Y. From the Benevolent Society, per Rev. G. G. Sill, - . 
Connellsville, Pa, From Mr, Alexander Johnston, his subscription for 1829, - 
Deerfield, Ohio. From auxiliary society, per Rev. J. Culbertson, - - 
Euphiana, Moore co. N, C. Collection in congregation, per Rev. W. C. Anderson, 
Griersburg, Beaver co. Pa. From Missionary Society, per S. Todd, Esq. - 
Great Valley, do. do. From Female Missionary Society, per Rev. Wm. Latta, 
Gricer, Carwell co. N.C. Collection in congregation, per Rev. W. C. Anderson, 
Greensburgh, Guilford co. do. Do. do. do. 
Gallatia, Cumberland co. do. | Do. do. do. 
Hagerstown, Md. Donation from Mr. Samuel Steele, 
Do. a young lady, 
Do. Rey. M. L. Fullerton, 
De. Mr. John M‘Curdy, 
Do. Rachael M‘Curdy, 
Do. from 52 sub’s at 50 cts, each, per Messrs. J. & W. Robertson, 
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Hampfield, Orange co. N. C, Collection in congregation, per Rev. W. C. Anderson, 
Hanover, Pa. Donation from Mr. J. Todd, per Mr. Wm. F. Geddes, ° ° . 
Harts Leg, do. Collection in congregation, per Rev. J. Peebles, ° ° ° 
Indiana, do. Do. do. per Rev. A. J. Rankin, ° ° . 
Louisvilie, Ky. From auxiliary society in part, per Rev. S. H. Crane, - - 
Lewistown, Pa. Annual subscription in part of Presbyterian congregation, per Mr. S. Maclay, Jr. 
Lower Mount Bethel, do. From auxiliary society, per Rev. J. Gray, 
Lumberbridge, N C. Collectionin congregation do. W. C. Anderson, . « 
Laurel Hill, do. Do. do. do. do. 
Longstreet, do. Do do do do. 
Lawrence, Pa. Monthly concert collection, per Mr. L. W. R. Phillips, 
Lexington, Ky. Donation from Mr. Daniel A. Sayre, : 
M’ Connellsville, Ohio. From auxiliary society, per Rev. J. Culbertson, 
Mineral Spring, N C. Collection in congregation, do. W. C. Anderson, 
Mississippi. From auxiliary society, do D. Butler, 

Donation from Rev. D. Butler, 


Millerstown, Perry co. Pa, Collection in congregation, : - 
Donation from a Missionary in the West, 
Mount Horebd, Ky. From auxiliary society, additional, per Rev. S. H. Crane, 
Nicholasvilie,do. Do do in part, do. 
Newburyport, Mass. Annual colicction in Presb. congregation, per Rev. J. Proudfit, their pastor. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Monthly concert collection in Second Presbyterian church, 22 57 
Collection in 2d Presb. church, Southwark, per Rev. W. Ramsay, 10 00 
Additional ann. sub’n of First Presb. church, do. R. B. Campfield, 2 00 
Donation from Mr Wm. F. Geddes, 4 00 
Do do. 3 90 
From John Horner, Esq. bis subscription for 1829, 50 00 
Donation from Miss Sproat, 10 00 
Philadelphius, N. C. Collection in congregation per Rev. W. C. Anderson, 
Donation from Mr, Neill Brown, 
Princeton, N. J. De. Rev. S Miller, DD. - : 
Rohoboth, Ind. From auxiliary society, per Rev, A. Williamson, 
Red Bluff, co. S C. Collection in congregation, do. W. C. Anderson, 
Robinson, co. N C. Donation from Rev. John M‘Intyre, do do. 
Rocky River, do. Collection in congregation do do. 
Slippery Rock, Pa. From auxiliary society, per Rev. Robert Temple, 
St. Pauls, NC. Collection in congregation, do, W. C. Anderson, 
Salisbury, de. Do do do. 
Shelbyville, Ky. From auxiliary society in part, per Rev. S. H. Crane, - 
Waynesbury, Pa. Annual subscription of Presbyterian congregation, per Mr. Sam’ " Maclay, Jr. 
Wyalusing, Pa. From Missionary Society, per Rev. S. H. Jones, 
Zion, N C. Collection in congregation, per Rev. C. M'Iver, 1 00 
Donation from Rev. J. Rennie, per do. 10 00 
--—— 11 00 
Missionary Reporter. From sundry subscribers : . - 30 50 
Sotomon Aten, T'reasurer, 
No. 18, South Third Street. $895 46 


Note. —The Presbytery of Watertown, N. Y. report twenty-two auxiliaries; the 
amount collected from seventeen, is $367 094 cents. 
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EDITED BY WILLIAM NEILL, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


— 
BENEFICIARiES. 

The Board have now under their care 
forty-three young men, who are pursuing 
their studies with a view to the Gospel 
ministry. They are in different stages of 
preparation for the great work to which 
they have devoted their lives. Should they 
live and enjoy health, they will, in a few 
years, enter on the duties of the sacred 
office; and then, by the grace of God, they 
will delight to publish the unsearchable 
riches of Christ to a perishing world; and, 
attended by a divine blessing, they will be 
instrumental in enriching with the treasures 
of eternity many who are now sunk into 
extreme spiritual poverty. And when the 
retribution ofa future world shall have been 
pronounced, it will be found that all contri- 
butions to their support, offered in faith, 
were acceptable in the sight of the final 
Judge of all, and have met with a most gra- | 
cious reward. None will then regret having | 
aided in the good work,by their pecuniary | 
donations. But if regret could affect the| 
minds of the redeemed in glory, they would | 
regret they had not done much more in the | 
way of such contributions to raise up a host | 
of Gospel heralds to proclaim salvation to a. 
dying world. In anticipation of the feelings’ 
of the last day, let each one appropriate to, 
the funds of the Board as the Lord has) 
prospered him. 





Cas&s. 


It may be interesting to the friends of | 
the Board to be furnished with a specimen 
of the cases of the young men who are now 
partaking of their bounty. No.1. Mr. C. 
S. is thus recommended by a correspond- 
ent in whose judgment the executive com- 
mittee have reliance: 


. **He is about eighteen years of age, 
of ardent piety, good talents, and unu- 
sually correct judgment, He is an ex- 
cellent English scholar, and has some 
knowledge of the elementary Latin 
books. He was for several years clerk 
in the store of . It is about three 
or four years since he made a profession 
of religion. I know no young man of 
more hopeful piety, or better qualifica- 
tions for the ministry of the Gospel, for 











which he is very anxious to be prepar- 





ed. About a year ago, he was received 
under the patronage of the 
Missionary Society, at the recommen- 
dation of the Rev. Mr. H.; and after 
pursuing his studies for several months, 
he was employed as a teacher in the 
» in which employment 
he still continues, But as that society 
is about to discontinue this branch of 
their operations, and as he has now ad- 
vanced so far in life, I feel desirous, as 
he does, that he should commence his 
studies preparatory for the ministry, 
this fall, or by December, 


No.2, Mr. T. H. is a member of 
Mr. H’s church. He has been a pro- 
fessor of religion about as long as Mr. 
S. but is only sixteen or seventeen years 
of age. He has been prosecuting Latin 
and Greek studies at an academy in 
M county, in this state, in the 
vicinity, and under the direction of the 
Rev. He has made fine 
progress in his studies, His teacher, 
an excellent man and scholar, repre- 
sents him as a young man of uncommon 
capacity. He has advanced as far as 
Virgil, and I believe has commenced the 
Greek. Mr. H. highly recommended 
him to me, and I sent him to the acade- 
my last fall, at my risk; but your com- 
mittee, by an appropriation of forty- 
five dollars, relieved me from the ex- 
pense until the 1st of May. His tuition 
and board, and a few books since that 
time, have amounted to forty-eight or 
fifty dollars, If the committee would 
be so good as to pay this bill, I should 
be glad, as it would relieve me from a 
burden which I am unable to bear, I 
cannot, without great embarrassment, 
bear this expense, I wish, if it be pos- 
sible, that they would do so, and re- 
ceive both these young men henceforth 
under their patronage. ‘The father of 
Mr. S., is a Baptist I believe, and most 
of the family are methodists; but he is 
a decided Presbyterian, from investiga- 
tion, His father is not able to do more 
than clothe the yeung man, in Mr. H’s 
opinion, and this he is willing to do.— 
Mr. H’s father has considerable pro- 
perty, but is wasting it as fast as he can 
through intemperance. He is willing 
to clothe his son, and nothing more. I 
have talked to him on this point, but to 
no purpose, AsI must in a few days 
make some arrangement about these 
young men,a speedy decision by the 
committee would be acceptable. Mr. 
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H. will confirm my testimony in favor 
of these young men, know them to 
be worthy young men, or I should not 
recommend them. If the committee 
receive them, they will have to deter- 
mine where they shall pursue their 
studies hereafter. 


No. 3. A young man, student of the- 
ology in our town, Mr. T. C. becomes 
an object of interest and attention, in my 
estimation, to the Education Society. — 
I need not detail the circumstances in 
full, a word or two may suffice. He is 
agraduate of Washington College, first 
order of talents, good scholar, has been 
teaching here the past year, will proba- 
bly be licensed to preach next April, if 
he can obtain a little pecuniary aid, but 
if not, he will be one year later at least, 
entering that vineyard now suffering for 
want of cultivators. If you can do any 
thing for Mr. C. 1 know you will. He 
expects to refund the money to the So- 
ciety in two or three years, 


No. 4. No doubt you are able to con- 
jecture the true cause of my silence, 
which is a fear of discovering to my 
parents a knewledge of the favor which 
you have conferred upon me. I have, 
therefore, deferred writing to you until 
the present; an opportunity now offer- 
ing whereby I can send a letter without 
the fear of awaking suspicion. Mr, — 
says he has also had the same fears, as 
our post-matk is known, and for that 
reason has postponed writing to you. I 
hope the reason which I have enforced 
will serve as an apology for the length 
of my silence, which otherwise might 
appear to be the effect of ingratitude on 
my part. I now proceed to give youan 
account of my situation, for the comforts 
of which I have abundant reason to be 
grateful. Upon my arrival here, I was 
kindly received by Mr. and Mrs. —., 
and after some conversation with the 
former, he told me that he thought the 
best method would be to pursue my 
studies privately, until my father should 
ciscover where I was, and then to ask his 
permission to enter the Academys as 
that course appeared to be best calculat- 
ed to conciliate my father’s favour, I 
accordingly pursued it. I expect that 
you are acquainted with nearly all the 
circumstances connected with my situa- 
tion, and I need only to say, therefore, 
that I was disappointed in the expecta- 
tion of reconciling my father, who when 
he knew where | was, first invited me 
to return home, promising to forget all 
that was past; but as this proposal did 
not contain any thing favorable to my 
design of studying for the ministry, I 


considered that a compliance would be 
a waste of time, and therefore declined 
accepting it. My brother shortly after 
came, carrying a letter from my father, 
which informed me, that he entirely dis- 
approved of my intention of studying 
for the ministry; that if I chose to return 
I should have a home and a father’s 
protection, otherwise I need not look to 
him for any assistance. I chose the 
latter, and am therefore, dependant up- 
on your Presbytery for means to accom- 
plish my design. I am now reading 
Virgil and learning theGreek grammar. 
I have hitherto recited my lessons at 
|noon and night to one of the teachers of 
| the Academy, but expect to enter the 
| Academy at the expiration of the pre- 
| sent vacation, which will be in about 
three weeks, which time I expect to 
employ in reading history. 


No. 5. The bearer S. C. is the youth 

of whom I spoke. He is sixteen years 
| of age, a member, in full communion, of 
| the —— Presbyterian Church, of hope- 
|ful piety; and I undestand from Mr. — 
‘who knows him better than I do, of good 
| talents. He was 18 months at the print- 
|ing business, and the last six months he 














_passed in a school at , under the 
direction of the Rev. Mr. , sup- 
ported by the church. His pa- 


rents are not able to bear the expense 
of his education. He knew nothing of 
Latin six months ago, and he says he 
now finds pleasure in reading Czsar. 

If you wish further information res- 
pecting him, Mr. » Who had the 
oversight of him, can afford it, I doubt 
not, to your entire satisfaction, 





No. 6. A few days since I received a 
letter from Mr.S, H., of » and 
formerly a college chum of mine, in 
which he expressed a desire of becom- 
|ing a Beneficiary of the General Assem- 
bly’s Education Society, and requested 
me to address you on the subject. He 
has had some conversation with the 
Rev. Joshua T. Russell of your city, on 
this subject, who engaged to mention his 
case to your Ex.Com. Lest Mr. R. has 
forgotten his engagement, permit me to 
|state what [ know of Mr. S. H. I have 
had the pleasure of an acquaintance 
with him for the last four years, he was 
my room-mate in college for one year. 
I have always esteemed Mr. H. as an 
hamble and devotedly pious man; he 
always seemed to feel for perishing sin- 
ners, and manifested a spirit of prayer, 
when all around him were comparative- 
ly asleep—he was always regarded 











| whilst in college, asa light shining in a 
‘dark place. In mental capacity and in- 
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tellectual acquirements, he is much 
above mediocrity. It is sufficient on this 
score, to say of him, that when gradu- 
ating he took the first honour of his 
class. He graduated in 1828. If you 
wish any farther information respecting | 
him, I will refer you to D, C—, or any | 
of the officers of college. I know! 
Mr. H. to be in every respect a worthy | 
young man, on whom Christian charity | 
would not be misapplied. He is in very | 





indigent circumstances I know. I have || 


frequently assisted him as far as my li- 
mited means would permit. He could 
now obtain aid from the , but he 


dislikes the plan and principles of that || 


society, and cannot conscientiously re- 
ceive their aid, 


No. 7. By the Committee of the 
Presbytery of Columbus, who have the 
Education of candidates for the minis- 
try confided to their superintendence, 
I have been directed to communicate 
to you as Secretary of the Board of Ed- 
ucation, the fact that we have several 


promising young men who desire to de- || 


vote themselves to the service of Jesus 
Christ in the Gospel Ministry, but are 
unable to support themselves in their 
preparatory studies, 


Not longago this Presbytery obtain- 
ed a charter foran Academy, with a) 
special view tothe preparation of young | 
men for the ministry. It is located at 
Worthington 8 miles north of this 
place, in a very eligible situation where 





the expenses of living are very small, | 


and is under the care of a well qualified 
teacher. The Presbytery has appoint- 
ed a Committee to examine and receive 
suitable youth under the patronage of 
the Presbytery, whether they are able 
or unable to defray the expenses of Ed- 
ucation, One whois indigent has been 
received; one has entered the academy 
who has the meansof supporting him- 
self, and was preventedonly by sick- 
ness frem attending a meeting of the 
committee in order to sustain the ne- 
cessary examinations; one is in the Ohio 
University of Ohio at Athens, who is 
not altogether indigent, but will require 
some aid, and has not metthe Com- 
mittee, because their meetings have been 
held while he was in the University; 
and three others offer themselves, who | 
who will be entirely dependant on the 
aid of the church. All these are be- 
tween the ages of 15 and 20, of unques- 
tioned ardent piety, and possess good 
talents—none below mediocrity, the 
greater number of them are above it. 
They are mostly the sons of respectable 





is by no meansa small sacrifice to lose 
\their ordinary labors. Besides these 
'the Presbytery have under their care 
one candidate who is pursuing his The- 
ological studies—is indigent, but at pre- 
sent provided for without their aid; and 
another who has graduated and is now 
employed in teaching and some prepa- 
‘ratory studies, may probably soon be 
received; and a ninth, it ishoped, who is 
inferior to few in piety or intellect, and 
is able to support himself, will shortly 
enter the Academy. ‘This statement I 
give as information of what we are do- 
‘ing and hope to do inthis good work. 

' But our means of accomplishing all 
| this are very limited, indeed totally in- 
adequate. Of the pastoral charges in 
this Presbytery, (eleven in number, 
comprising twenty three congregations, ) 
‘only three are able to support their 
_pastors without aid; the others are aid- 
'ed by the Board of the General Assem- 
‘bly, or by the A. H. S. Our utmost 
| efforts, we fear will only suffice to sup- 
port one or at most two; but there are 
four who will be entirely dependant, 
andone may need some aid. I am 
therefore directed toapply tothe As- 
|sembly’s Board for some assistance. 
/250o0r 300 dollars per annum will be 
necessary to enable us to meet the 
claims of this high and holy charity; and 
of this sum we do not expect to raise 
from our congregations much more than 
100 dollars at thistime. Can you afford 
us the aid we need, 


' 


j 


No. 8. There is a young man at pre- 
sent in College, Mr. J-—— N——, 
who needs aid from some Education so- 
ciety, to enable him to go on with his 
education. Mr. N. is a member of my 
church, and has the ministry in view. 
He has been in college a year and a half 
and is now in the Juniorclass. His fa- 
ther is a valuable man, an elder of my 
church; a merchant. He has recently 
failed, and is unexpectedly reduced, so 
as not to be able to pay his debts, His 
son must leave college, unless he can 
get aid. 





POSTPONEMENT OF THE PLAN, 
The maturing of a plan of united ope- 


| rations in favour of the Education cause 


in the Presbyterian Church, was com- 
mitted to the General Agent. He has 
been providentially prevented from 
returning to the city in time to present 
it for publication in this number. 

In these circumstances we beg leave 
to refer our readers to the first number, 
where they will see the general princi- 








men in low circumstances, to whom it 


ples stated by which the operations of 
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the Board are to be governed. We take 
the liberty too, of requesting them to 
peruse again the last paragraph on the 
14th page of that number. 

Pretrminarr Remarks. 

As the plan has been delayed, we offer 
afew preliminary remarks, to prepare 
the way for it. 

1, In the organization of the Presby- 
terian Church we have as full security 


for the faithful application of the funds | 


that may be raised, as can be found in 
any earthly transactions; because the ul- 
timate controul belongs to the General 
Assembly. The whole church must be- 
come corrupt, before the funds can be 


systematically and permanently applied | 


to the propagation of heretical errors. 
Were the present Board to act incor- 
rectly, the authority of the General As- 
sembly might interfere, and give a right 


meet incidental expenses, the Board will 
agree to expend what they contribute, 
after deducting a portion for general ex- 
penditure, in supporting beneficiaries 
recommended by them, in any Acade- 
mies, Colleges or Theological Semina- 
ries they may select; and, when able, 
they will give their aid in educating 
more young men than their contributions 
can supply. 
Presbyteries who wish to retain their 
own funds, should at least forward a 
due proportion to the Board to assist in 
_defraying general expenses, and report 
the number of their beneficiaries and 
the places in which they are receiving 
their education. 
| 5. Presbyteries may appoint execu- 
tive committees to manage the educa- 
| tion concern, and form all their congre- 
gations into auxiliaries on the plan of 


direction to affairs: or if the brethren of || contributing twenty-five or fifty cents 


Philadelphia should become errorists 
and wish to promote their peculiar views 
by using the funds of the church for that 
purpose, the Supreme judicatory might 
give the Board a new location, and ap- 


point such members as might be relied |! 


on, to conduct its operations, So that if 
the Assembly possessed a large perma- 
nent fund for educating her sons, there 
exists in the organization of the Presby- 


terian church, a far greater security for ! 


its faithful application,than can be found 
in any corporate body, who choose their 
associates and successors. But the esta- 
blishment of a permanent fund is not in 
contemplation, ‘The Board design to 


expend their money as fast as they re-| 


ceive it. 

2. Union and co-operation throughout 
the whole Presbyterian church in this 
great concern, is certainly desirable. It 


is earnestly hoped, that all the Synods, | 
Presbyteries, Sessions, and Churches 
will so unite with the Board, that an an- | 
nual exhibition of what is doing in this’ 
large, populous and wealthy denomina- | 


tion, may be presented to the religious 
public. 

3, All auxiliaries should feel that they 
are bound to aid the Board in defraying 
general expenses. In maintaining cor- 


for each communicant; and under the 
‘superintendence of their respective Ses- 
siuns, Exertions too should be made 
to procure from wealthy individuals 
larger annual subscriptions. 

6. Congregations that may prefer 

becoming immediately auxiliary to the 
Board, will find a form of a constitution 
‘in the first number of the Education 
Register. 
The above remarks are not to be re- 
| garded as exhibiting the plan that will 
| be presented by the Board, but only as 
|| preliminary to it, and as indicating 
'| some of its probable features, 





} 
| TREASURER’S REPORT. 


|| Dear Sir,—I annex a list of former omis- 
sions in theReporter, & an account of recent 


receipts, Yours sincerely, 
J. STrure. 


William Brown, of Tenth Presbyterian 
Church—annual, - $100 00 
Furman Leaming, do. do. 100 00 
|| A collection from Rev. Mr. Fuller- 
|| ton’s congregation, Hagerstown, 
Do. from Green Castle, 

|| Do. from Dr. Ely’s church, - 
| Donation from a missionary of the 


15 50 
17 56 
37 56 


Board of Missions, in the West,- 4 50 


275 12 


respondence, in necesssary publications, | 
in supporting agents, the Board must) 
incur a considerable expenditure of mo- | 
ney, the burden of which should not be | 





persons have engaged to 


suffered to fall on the churches in the | ee 
vicinity of the seat of its operation. The 
- plan of union must therefore embrace an 
arrangement that will secure to the 
Board a due proportion of aid from all 
its auxiliaries. 

4, If Presbyteries will forward all their 
funds, except what may be necessary to 


| pay to the Board annually $100. 


_ Daniel Montgomery, Esq. Danville, Pa. 
Solomon Allen, Esq. do. John Stille, Esq. 
do. Robert Ralston, Esq. do. Ezra Stiles 
/ Ely, D. D. do. J. J. Janeway, D. D. do. 
| Rev. Horace S. Pratt, St. Mary’s, Ga. Win. 
Brown, Esq. Philad. Furman Leaming, do. 
\ Alexander Henry, Esq. do. 








